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...called by God to live as a blessing...

FCC Puyallup Grads—We Couldn’t Be Prouder!
Congratulations to FCC Puyallup’s three recent graduates—Kelli Kays, Anthonee Harlan, and Ben Johnson!
Kelli Kays recently received an
associate degree from Pierce College in
Early Childhood Education.
When asked “what’s next?,” Kelli shared
she plans to go back to school to pursue
a bachelor’s degree. Kelli is as yet
undecided about her next area of focus,
but her goal is to become a Home
Visitor, using her education and vast
experience in educational daycare to
interact with and support at-risk families,
guiding children, siblings, and parents in
learning appropriate behaviors and
social skills, readying them for
independent, social lives.
Lindsey’s mom, Kelli Kays

Ben Johnson will graduate from
Puyallup High School on June 18th.

Anthonee Harlan

Anthonee Harlan graduated in May from
Bates Technical College on completion of
the High School 21+ Diploma program, with
grandma, cousins, and friends looking on.

Longtime church-goers recall “little
Ben,” who began attending FCC when
his mother Nancy was called as pastor
in 2000, and who has since grown both
in height and sense of humor. When
handed the microphone to share future
plans, in usual Ben style he began, “Hi,
in case you don’t know me, I’m Ben.”
Ben added he will attend Pacific
Lutheran University starting in Fall 2016
with a major in Music Performance on
his French horn.

He has begun Bates’ Culinary Arts
coursework to earn an associate degree
and has been getting experience working in
and around the kitchen at Anthony's Home
Port Restaurant at Point Defiance.
Anthonee, who connected with FCC
through the Freezing Nights program and
has since become an active participant,
voiced a bit of his story this way, “It’s been
quite a journey. It was a long journey. It
was a tough journey. And… I did it.”

Ben Johnson

FCC Guiding Vision
First Christian Church of
Puyallup is a gathering of
diverse individuals called by God
to live as a blessing in our own
neighborhoods and in the world.

We dream of being a faithful
community of God’s people
whose spiritual practices of
worship, prayer, study, and
ministry nurture those who are
seeking to live in the way of
Jesus.
Believing that every
follower of Christ is gifted by
God, we dream of being a
family in which each person
discovers their gifts and is
supported in sharing those
gifts with the world.

It is human nature to gather together in times of hurt or hopelessness,
and sharing celebrations is a basic instinct. For Christians, there is strength
in joined prayer... prayer with friends, family, strangers, saints, and sinners.
The First Christian Church of Puyallup website offers a venue
for sharing happy times and moments of worry.
Visit FCC Puyallup’s online prayer chapel at any time of day or night,
where you may post requests, comment on the prayers of others,
and subscribe to updates to the page on your RSS feed reader.

www.fccpuyallup.com/prayer-chapel

We experience God’s
welcome in our celebration at
the communion table and dream
of being a reflection of that
welcome in our acts of
acceptance, forgiveness,
generosity, justice and
peacemaking.
Read the Ministry Plan outlining
FCC’s hoped-for future:

www.fccpuyallup.com/
guiding-vision

Northwest Region Summer Camps: Fearless Faith
Half of each FCC Puyallup youth’s registration fees are paid by the
generosity of the Faith Formation Camp budget. Register now!
Camp Koinonia, Cle Elum, WA
Junior Camp, July 5-9 (4th-6th Grade)
**TUESDAY start
Camp Gwinwood, Lacey, WA
Kids Camp, July 11-14 (2nd-3rd Grade)
Junior Camp, July 11-16 (4th-6th Grade)
Chi Rho & CYF, July 31- Aug. 6 (7-9th, 10th-Grads)
**SUNDAY evening start
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Being the Church: Let’s do this—It’s up to us!

Lindsey Kays says “yes!”
to serving her church family

During FCC’s nominating season, there’s a
lot of asking going on. The Nominating
Team makes a practice of very carefully
describing open positions and intentionally
inviting potential servant leaders to
“prayerfully consider” the task for which
their gifts are a great fit. The idea that
someone would feel called immediately to
accept an opportunity to serve does not fit
the socially correct strategy of politeness
and boundaries associated with asking.
For all FCC Puyallup teams asking for help
or new membership, there is a stance of
appropriate standoffishness once asked.

Partnering with God

But is that a flawed approach to congregational servanthood in a system based on
abundance, volunteerism, and giving?
Perhaps real expectations should be as
much a part of the equation as apologetic
and polite hope. Perhaps asking for consideration should be replaced by invitation and
encouragement—to be bold, to try, to
succeed, to learn new things, and to serve
as Jesus did. Having faith that “someone”
will do it is one thing. Understanding that we
are all “someone” is quite another.
Recent deep reflection on biblical, radical
hospitality has occurred at FCC, and
wonderful insights for immersing those
traits into congregational missions
and ministries have emerged. With those
discussions came the inevitable list of tasks,
and the usual “who will do it?” questions.
At the April Council meeting it was stated,
“It takes everyone to do this business of
Church!” We are that “someone” in the
Body of Christ. What will we—as many
members in the One Body—say “yes!” to?

Summer Sundays @ 6:30 pm
(except June 19 & July 3)

Flanagan’s Craft Pub • 120 S Meridian

—Robin Crabb, FCC Lay Leader

Elder—Part of a team
responsible for nurturing and
encouraging the spiritual
formation of the congregation.
Trustee—Part of a threeperson team working together to
oversee the three FCC
stewardship areas of Property,
Administration, and Finances.
—
Part of a team on a flexible
schedule. Operate sound
system for Sunday Worship and
special services. Training
provided; no experience
necessary.
Communion Prep—For
Disciples, sharing communion is
a weekly gift. Preparation and
cleanup of elements by intinction
is another.
Worship Participation—
Praying, reading scripture, song
leading, greeting are known as “
liturgy, the work of the people.”
Being part of the service of
praise and gratitude is a gift that
anyone can give.

Pub Theology is a place
where people gather
to share thoughts,
ask hard questions, and
ponder the things that
make us who we are.
It’s a gathering where all
opinions are welcome,
every idea matters, and
differing views are
a way for us to grow.
It’s a gathering for
Christians and nonChristians, churched and
unchurched, talkers and
deep thinkers. Whether
you drink beer or coffee,
you are invited to
join the conversation!

BLESS

to be the Church

And So Much More—Just
about every part of Church is
led by volunteers. Consider
your gifts and heart, and see
where they fit in. Speak with
Pastor Nancy or any Council
member for information.

DRE AM

SHARE

...called by God to live as a blessing...
WWW.FCCPUYALLUP.COM
PAGE 3

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

Return Service Requested
Sun. Studies _ 9:45 am Oct-May
_______________ off Jun-Sep

Life of the Church
Summer Worship Service ........ S - 10 am
Pub Theology ........S (not 6/19) - 6:30 pm
Puy. Valley Community Band .... T - 7 pm
Back Row Broads study.......... W - 10 am
Learning Circle ........................ W - 11 am

JUNE

____________ 10 am Jun-Sep

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)
Pastor Nancy Gowler Johnson
623 - 9th Avenue SW
P.O. Box 516
Puyallup, WA 98371
253.845.6232

Worship ______ 11 am Oct-May

253.845.6232

www.fccpuyallup.com

GREEN CHALICE
CONGREGATION

1, 2, 7, 8, 9 .... Rm. 14 reserved - 3:30 pm
1, 8 ..................... Rm. 16 reserved - 7 pm
5 ............Summer Worship hours - 10 am
7 ................... Book Club gathering - 6 pm
BBQ at Kerry Yanasak’s home.
18 ......................... Parlor reserved - 1 pm
19 ........................................ Father’s Day
26 ...................... Congregational Meeting

june birthdays
1 ............................................................ Cathy Hansen
4 ............................................................. Mara Duckett
5 .................................................................. Joan Long
10 .................................................................. Pat Todd
10 ............................................................. Ron O’Gwin
11 ............................................................. Sharol Cook
13 ......................................................... Carole Stewart
17 ........................................................ Debbie Dimond
18 ........................................................ Deleena Patton
19 .......................................................... Pete Freeman
21 .......................................................... Kevin Dimond
21 ............................................................. Karrin Lewis
21 ....................................................... Jennifer Valliere
27 ........................................................... Ron Goddard
29 ........................................................... Linda O’Gwin

SUMMER WORSHIP HOURS BEGIN
JUNE 5TH
JOIN US—SUNDAYS AT 10 AM

anniversaries
7 ......................................... Luetta & Wolf Patton
7 ....................................... Kelli & Jonathan Kays
14 .................... Pastor Nancy’s ordination (1998)
18 ......................................... Karrin & Rick Lewis
18 .................................... Lynette & Dennis Long
21 ...................................... Terry & Ken Forslund
22 ............................ Janet Worden & John Grant
26 ............................................... Joy & Dick Best

remember your baptism
June 3, 1990 ............................. Laurie Stanhope
June 7, 1942 ................................. Cathy Hansen

