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...CALLED BY GOD TO LIVE AS A BLESSING...

A Place Called The Hangout
HOMELESS DROP-IN CENTER BEGINS THIRD SEASON IN JUNE
For the third summer in a row, First Christian and other
local churches will combine forces to offer a place of
respite for homeless adults in Puyallup on Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday afternoons, June through
August. Every season takes its toll on the homeless
community in one way or another, so this summer FCC
Puyallup will open a few classrooms for movie
watching, catching up on much-needed sleep,
employment and housing resources, visiting, or an
afternoon meal.
Several other Puyallup churches support FCC by helping
to staff and coordinate, and to maintain the supplies
needed for the ambitious ministry. As usual, FCC
volunteers have proved their generosity in past years,
and are being asked to do so again. Aside from
supplying friendship and a safe place to get out of the
elements, volunteers may also help out by providing
transportation, resource help, snacks or meals, or a
friendly ear. Or just drop by to hang out!
The Hangout’s third season will begin June 4th,
open Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays noon to 5 pm.
Volunteers may sign up to give time, donate supplies,
provide snacks, or just drop in and visit.

A few items on the Hangout’s wish list to start the season:
 Salads, desserts, soup, casserole; please contact

Bonnie Goddard or Terry Forslund to schedule)
 Chips and snack foods
 Cheese in any form
 Fresh fruit and veggies
 Lunch meats
 Frozen treats
 Frozen juice, lemonade, milk (no soda this year)
 Garbage liners
 Videotapes or DVDs—not R-rated
 Cribbage board
 Socks
 To borrow: a charcoal BBQ or tabletop hibachi

A friendly
game of chess
at The
Hangout

Community of Christ Church will offer a similar service,
Amity Ministry, Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays.
visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

odds-n-ends
—RANDOM THOUGHTS FROM PASTOR NANCY
I can be stubborn. That revelation will come as no surprise to people who know me. I can be particularly hard-headed
when it comes to pop culture. Top Gun or Titanic—never seen them. American Idol—give me Britain’s Got Talent any
day. For years I have stubbornly resisted watching one of the most popular shows currently on British television, Dr.
Who. As a teenager I was an enthusiastic fan of the original Dr. Who series. For those of you not familiar with Dr. Who,
it’s a quirky science fiction show whose main character is a human-like alien who travels in a notoriously unreliable time
machine battling injustice throughout time and space. The original series ended in 1996.
The series was reintroduced in 2005. Stubbornly I refused to watch it. No matter how many times it appeared on Netflix
recommendations for me, I held firm. Nothing could be better than the original, after all. Last month, in a moment of
weakness, I clicked on the first episode from the 2005 season—not too bad. So, I watched the second episode, and I was
hooked.
In the second episode, Dr. Who is showing off the capabilities of his time machine to his new travel companion, Rose.
They travel five billon years into the future to an orbiting observation platform that is hosting festivities as space
dignitaries watch the cataclysmic destruction of Earth as the sun becomes a supernova. All of earths inhabitants have
long moved to other places, and have either intermarried with other species or so altered themselves that they don’t call
themselves human anymore.
Lady Cassandra, the last known human, is one of those present on the
observation platform.
Born on the edge of the “Los Angeles Crevasse,”
Cassandra has extended her life through a series of 708 plastic surgery
operations. She appears as eyes and a mouth on a stretched out piece of skin
mounted onto a frame, with her brain preserved in a solution kept in a designer
jar. She must constantly be moisturized so as not to dry out. When she meets
Rose, Cassandra haughtily suggests that Rose “could be flat,” if she wanted to
be, since she’s “got a little bit of a...chin poking out.” Cassandra responds
angrily, “...You’re not human, you’ve had it all nipped and tucked and flattened
‘til there’s nothing left. Anything human got chucked in the bin. You’re just
skin, Cassandra, lipstick and skin.”

Cassandra, the last human. (Doctor
Who, “The End of the World,” 2005)

That image of Cassandra, once human but now stretched and preserved as a flattened shadow of herself, reminds me of
much of what passes as church these days. In many ways, seeking to preserve ourselves, we lose the vital parts of what
makes us church. The world is changing at a frenetic pace; in response much of the church has tried to focus on
entertainment instead of worship, recreation in the place of relationships, theological fluff rather than deep reflection.
Rather than offer life, we flatten the experience of church. Frantically attempting to preserve our identity, we end up
chucking most of what really is church in the bin. And all we’re left with is a flattened remnant of God’s once vibrant
witness in the world.
In the past several years FCC has stepped out in faith and committed ourselves to following God’s lead. Sometimes it’s
been a little scary, letting go of things that had once seemed so important. And it can be risky to begin new ministries.
Perhaps that’s why so many churches worry about self-preservation rather than embrace new ways of being church
together.
People often ask me what does the future hold for our congregation and for the church as a whole. To be honest, I don’t
know. But I do know that our God is on the lookout for new wineskins, because focusing on preserving the old ones just
won’t do. (Mark 2:22)
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Not Bach’s ‘Gloria.’ Yours!
Summer’s here & the FCC Sunday
schedule is changing!
Take a break from Sunday School
& join us for Worship at 10 am
through September

—BY CAROL WATSON
Peace Lutheran Church, Tacoma
I recently read "Cutting for Stone," a very good book by
Abraham Verghese. In a conversation between a mother
and her young son whom she is encouraging to become a
surgeon, he asks, “Why must I do what is hardest?” Her
answer was “Because, Marion, you are an instrument of
God. Don't leave the instrument sitting in its case, my
son. Play! Leave no part of your instrument unexplored.
Why settle for ‘Three Blind Mice’ when you can play the
‘Gloria’?”
When her son protested that he could not dream of
playing Bach, she said, “No, not Bach's ‘Gloria.’ Yours!
Your ‘Gloria’ lives within you. The greatest sin is not
finding it, ignoring what God made possible to you.”

Your help is needed!
The terms of the regular Worship
ministry teams of Scripture &
Hospitality are complete,
so each week through summer
volunteers are needed to give of
their time & talents to help in the
leadership of Worship.
Sign up in the narthex if you’d like
to greet (2 per week) or
read Scripture (1 per week).
If you’ve ever thought you’d like
to try out these important roles
in Worship, now’s your chance
to try a week on for size!

The Chimes

All
of
us
are
instruments of God—
not all the same
instruments, but unique
instruments. All of us
have
our
own
"Gloria's" to play. One
instrument can be
beautiful
and
sometimes preferred,
but it is when many
different instruments
begin to play together
that grand music is
made.
Let's not keep our instruments packed in their cases, but
begin playing them in the ways that God has entrusted to
us by making music and using the gifts and talents in our
church and community. Let's not ignore what God has
made possible to us as we worship, serve, learn and give.
Don't settle for “Three Blind Mice.” Play your “Gloria's.”

Carol Watson is a member of Peace Lutheran Church in
Tacoma and a member of the Stewardship Life Committee
of the SW Washington Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America. Reprinted with permission from the
Center for Stewardship in the 21st Century.
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The Book Club in June
The Road to Grace is the third
installment in The Walk series,
chronicling the story of one man’s
search for hope. Reeling from the
sudden loss of his wife, home and
business, Alan Christoffersen, a once
successful
advertising
executive,
leaves everything he knows behind and
sets off on across-country journey.
Carrying only a backpack, he plans to
walk to Key West, the farthest
destination on his map.
The Road to Grace finds him nearly
halfway on his trek from South Dakota
to St. Louis. Alan covers more than
800 miles on foot, but it’s the people he
meets along the way who give the
journey its true meaning.

The Book Club meets the first Tuesday of every month. Join the Club at FCC on Tuesday, June 5th at 7 pm
as readers focus conversation on The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins.
Book Club selections are always featured on the FCC Puyallup website Amazon page.

FCC Hosts Young Adult Community BBQ
JUNE 7TH, 6-9 PM NEW INITIATIVE

AIMS TO CONNECT YOUNG ADULTS TO SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES

Led by the infectiously enthusiastic Bill Bowers, The One
Another Foundation in Puyallup sees part of its mission to
help organize young adults in our community around areas
of service and fellowship.
In February the fledging Young Adult Initiative brought
together eighty-three young adults to join with others in a
weekend community event that packaged 450,000 meals
for the 2012 Feed My Starving Children event at the
Puyallup Fairgrounds. Young adult attendees to the March
Fellowship Dinner collected 90 pounds of mac-n-cheese
and tuna for the Puyallup Food Bank.
Are you a young adult or do you know someone who might
be interested in attending? The next gathering is Thursday,
June 7th from 6-9 pm at FCC. Contact Pastor Nancy for
more information or check out our Facebook page for a
link to this month’s BBQ and worship event.
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Young Adult Community BBQ sponsored by The One
Another Foundation, July 2011.
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FCC GIVING

june birthdays
1 ......................................................... Cathy Hansen
4 .......................................................... Mara Duckett
10 ................................................................. Pat Todd
10 ............................................................ Ron O’Gwin
11 ............................................................ Sharol Cook
13 ........................................................ Carole Stewart
17 ....................................................... Debbie Dimond
18 ....................................................... Deleena Patton
19 ......................................................... Pete Freeman
21 ......................................................... Kevin Dimond
21 ...................................................... Jennifer Valliere
27 .......................................................... Ron Goddard
29 .......................................................... Linda O’Gwin

anniversaries
5 ..................................................Peggy & Del Stack
7 ...............................................Luetta & Wolf Patton
7 .............................................Kelli & Jonathan Kays
15 .............................................. Cindy & Larry Dexter
16 ............................................. Terry & Ken Forslund
26 ...................................................... Joy & Dick Best

baptism dates
June 3, 1990 .................................... Laurie Stanhope
June 7, 1942 ........................................ Cathy Hansen

04/29

General Fund ...................... $1183.00

05/06

General Fund ..................... $ 2609.00

05/13

General Fund ....................... $ 602.00

05/20

General Fund ..................... $1781.00
Pentecost ................................. $20.00
Puyallup Valley Community Band
concert benefitting
Friends & Servants………. .... $469.25

05/27

General Fund ..................... $1,020.00
Pentecost ................................. $28.00
Friends & Servants ................... $10.00
*To meet 2012’s budgeted General Offering income,
weekly General Fund giving must average $1442.31.

Northwest Regional Disciples summer camping
program at Gwinwood in Lacey, Wash., offers
opportunities for youth from around the region to
come together, build relationships, explore their
faith all in the beauty of a forested lakeside setting.
Gwinwood
Camp

Entering
Grades

Dates

Kids

2, 3

Aug. 6-9

Juniors

4,5,6

Aug. 6-11

Chi Rho

7, 8, 9

July 30-Aug. 4

CYF

10,11,12,
Grads

July 30-Aug. 4

Would-be campers or volunteers—
get registration forms at www.disciplesnw.org
or contact the church office.
For church youth wishing to go to camp,
FCC will fund 50% of the tuition—
*To
meet 2012’s
budgeted
General
contact
the church
office
forOffering
details.income,

weekly General Fund giving must average $1442.31.

Original artwork excerpted, painting by Rodgers Naylor
The Chimes
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First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)
623 - 9th Ave. SW
P.O. Box 516
Puyallup, WA 98371
(253) 845-6232

life of the church in june
Summer Worship ................................... Sundays - 10 am
The Hangout Homeless Drop-in Center .... M, W, F - noon
Puyallup Community Band rehearsal ........ Tuesdays 7 pm
Property Team ..............................Wednesdays - 9:30 am
Women’s Study (BRB) .....................Wednesdays - 10 am
Men’s Study ........................................... Thursdays - 7 pm
2 ........................ Model T Club (FCC parking lot) - 10 am
2 ............... Friends in Fellowship (singles) potluck - 2 pm
5 ........................................... Book Club Gathering - 7 pm
6 .........................Spiritual Gifts Planning Team - 6:30 pm
7 ................................ Nominating Team meeting - 11 am

7 ...... Together for the Kingdom BBQ & Worship - 5-9 pm
Young Adults welcome!
16 .......................................... Lunch with a Friend - 10 am
17 .................................................................. Father’s Day
24 .............. Disciples Formation Ministry Fair Day (1 of 3)

Ministry Fair Sundays
JUNE 24-JULY 8


Looking for a way to get more involved?



Want to learn how you can join others in making a difference?



Thinking about stretching your wings and trying something new
in our congregation?

Join us on for three Sundays, June 24 through July 8,
as we highlight our three ministry teams: Disciple Formation,
Mission, and Stewardship.
visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com
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