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2008 NW Regional Assembly News
Over 200 Disciples from 48
NW congregations gathered in
Yakima at the Englewood
Christian Church for the
Regional Assembly, May 1618th. Nearly 20 youth were
participants.
Vibrant worship services
celebrated the great diversity of
our region. Rev. Nadine Burton, Minister for New
Church Leader Development for the Christian Church
(DOC) brought the message “God is with us” on Friday
night to an enthusiastic gathering. NWRCC Global
Mission Partners Ana & Tod Gobledale were assembly
speakers and workshop leaders. Our own Bill and
Connie Robey led a workshop on the Journey of
Discovery Transformation process.
On Saturday morning Transitional Regional Minister
Rebecca Hale offered a rousing sermon, “Hope Caught
Fire” celebrating the work of the region over the past 18
months (text available at www.disciplesnw.org). Some
important highlights:
• The region actively supports local congregations in

their processes of transformation with two programs.
Nine congregations are in the first wave of churches
in the Journey of Discovery. A second group of

churches begin the process in 2008.
Eleven
congregations have partnered with the region and
Church Extension in New Beginnings, a program
helping congregations assess their strengths, mission,
and possible future directions.
• The NW Region offers “the life of this region up for

transformation,” committing itself to do “together
that which by God’s design cannot be done apart.”
The Center for Parish Development, the same
consultants who designed our congregation's
transformation process, provides guidance to the
region. On Saturday assembly attendees interacted
with the Missional Strategy in a Conference on the
Future. (You can find the Regional Missional
Strategy on the website, www.disciplesnw.org)
• The regional board takes seriously its financial

situation, working with 2 straight years of balanced
budgets. A newly formed finance ministry group
updated the regional financial policies including
spending and undesignated gifts guidelines.
• A Search Committee has been formed to begin the

process of calling a new Regional Minister.
Sunday’s spirited worship service concluded the
assembly, culminating with those present gathering
around the communion table to celebrate the Lord's
Supper.
visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

Caring for Creation and Changing Lives
ONE OF OUR QUARTERLY MISSION GOALS—SHARES OF A DEEP WATER WELL

IN

THE BEGINNING ,

G OD

Zcharia and her children
Photo: Marie Varley/CWS

CREATED THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH .
~Genesis 1:1

As part this quarter’s environmental mission, Caring for Creation, we are
learning ways that we as individuals and a church can do more to care for
our planet, one of God’s first gifts to us. We are changing habits in order
to reduce waste. We are caring for our global neighbors. We are counting
your environmental volunteer service hours. We are collecting money to
purchase shares of a deep water well for a drought-stricken village. A deep
water well costs $5000 and each share is $50. Donations of any amount
may be placed in the offering plate (designate ‘quarterly mission’ on your
check) or left in the church office. Together, we can make a difference!
Each day in the village of Maziyaya, in Malawi, Zcharia and her children used to have
to trek downhill to the river and then back uphill three times—miles each day—just to get water. And the water wasn't
clean.
Today, Zcharia and her neighbors have safe, clean water right outside their doors. Their village is one of hundreds in
Malawi where Church World Service has helped to drill bore hole wells—deep wells that reach down to the aquifer
where the water is clean. Shallow wells would be less expensive, but the water is often impure—and unreliable,
especially in times of drought.
In Maziyaya, the villagers will always remember November 4, 1997. That day, after drilling down 33 meters (108 feet),
they found a cool, clean underground stream. Zcharia heads up a group of ten people chosen to be responsible for
maintaining the pump and managing the well.
Each year, 50,000 more Malawians gain access to clean water thanks to the well-digging and well-rehabilitation
activities of the Christian Service Committee, supported in part by Church World Service.
www.churchworldservice.org

Summer Worship Series:
Listening to the Sermon on the Mount
CREATING A COMMUNITY OF CHRIST FOLLOWERS
Simple and yet surprisingly
challenging, the Sermon on
the Mount is an integral
part of the teachings of
Jesus and a core part of
Christian discipleship.
Much more than an ethical
code of conduct, the Sermon on the
Mount offers us a radical invitation to live in an
alternative community shaped by Jesus’ vision of the
Kingdom of God.
On June 8th we will start a common journey through this
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rich Scripture beginning with
the beatitudes (Mt. 5:1-12).
In addition to our worship
times, look for announcements of informal gatherings
with Pastor Nancy during the
summer to explore the meaning
of the Sermon on the Mount for our context.
Don’t forget to join our online discussion of the upcoming
sermon
texts
at
our
weblog
at
www.fccreads.wordpress.com.

• Set a spell: Ask the church office who might like to

have a visit.
• Elbow grease: Sign up to mow the lawn or weed a

flower bed.
• Prayer Ministry: Keep our church and those on our

prayer list in your prayers.
• Feed the hungry: Give time or supplies to Lunch with

a Friend - the third Saturday of each month at Peace
Lutheran Church, 10 am until noon.

Last summer, Dave & Oly Patterson
took their church lawn mowing work seriously

Longtime Lunch with a Friend coordinator Phyllis
Bench of Peace Lutheran Church has had to step down
recently—the LWF ministry is in need of our prayers
and our help more than ever. Since Fall 2000, when
Phyllis started working at Lunch with a Friend with
her grandson to help him get community service
hours, she has given nearly every Saturday morning to
Lunch with a Friend.
FCC Puyallup is in need of a LWF Coordinator for our
once-a-month turn at serving lunch to low-income
individuals from our community. Plan a menu;
coordinate donations and food purchases; recruit
volunteers, oversee meal preparation and service. No
experience needed—just a crew of willing hands to
help prepare lunches and serve guests.

Former LWF coordinator Phyllis Bench shares her
knowledge with FCC volunteer, Jeanne Crabb

Willing to serve
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
JUNE 22ND AFTER WORSHIP
Again this year we have been blessed
by a group of discerning members who
heard God’s call to serve as leaders of
our congregation... and said yes!

Contact Pastor Nancy or the church office to find out
more ways to be of service.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Bonnie Goddard ..... 1 year
Peggy Stack ........... 1 year
Terry Forslund ........ 1 year

TREASURER
Sharon Yanasak ... 3 years
ELDER
Thom Crabb ......... 3 years

TRUSTEE
Nancy Freeman ... 3 years

DIACONATE
Doris Turner ......... 3 years
Ercie Borrowman .... 1 year
FINANCIAL RECORDING SECRETARY
Karl Raup ............... 1 year

All church members are encouraged to
attend a Congregational Meeting after
Worship on June 22nd as we ratify the
slate of officers for 2008-2009:

The Chimes
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Draft Missional Strategy - Help us map out our path
“...God authorized and commanded me to commission you:
Go out and train everyone you meet, far and near, in this way of life,
marking them by baptism in the threefold name: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Then instruct them in the practice of all I have commanded you.
I'll be with you as you do this, day after day after day, right up to the end of the age."
(Matthew 28:16-20, The Message)
We've been busy at work on our PaTH (Practicing and Teaching Hope) transformation process. Over the past
year many of us have participated in bible studies, the Vision Retreat, or took part in our recent Missional
Strategy Workshop on April 26th.
The missional strategy writing team (Robin Crabb, Pastor Nancy, and Sharon Yanasak) took input from these
discussions and wrote a draft Missional Strategy Document. Seeking a clear statement of our missional
understanding will help us faithfully plan our congregational ministry together.
This is an initial draft. Now we are asking for your feedback. Small groups will have the opportunity over
the next several weeks to interact with this document, offering input and suggestions to strengthen and clarify
the Missional Strategy Statement. If you haven’t already had the opportunity, join the conversation at one of
these gatherings in June:
• Sunday, June 1st after Worship • Tuesday, June 10th - Board Meeting at 7 pm (always open to all) •
This missional strategy will answer the following questions:
Guiding Vision: What is God calling this church to become?
Role-and-Mission: In light of this vision, who are we, what do we do, and where are we headed?
Key Result Areas and Goals: In what key areas must we bear results if we are to achieve our Vision
and fulfill our Role-and-Mission?
Key Participants: With what specific groups of people will we participate in this ministry and mission?
Core Beliefs and Commitments: What core beliefs and commitments will shape and guide our life
together?
Our Guiding Vision
First Christian Church of Puyallup is a gathering of diverse individuals called by God to live as a blessing in
our own neighborhoods and in the world.
We dream of being a faithful community of God's people whose spiritual practices of worship, prayer, study,
and ministry nurture those who are seeking to live in the way of Jesus.
Believing that every follower of Christ is gifted by God, we dream of being a family in which each person
discovers their gifts and is supported in sharing those gifts with the world.
We experience God's welcome in our celebration at the communion table and dream of being a reflection of
that welcome in our acts of acceptance, forgiveness, generosity, justice and peacemaking.
Our Role and Mission
We are a Spirit-gifted community faithfully following God’s call. As followers of Christ we will work together
to nurture the spiritual development of each person, as we use our varied gifts to be a reflection of God’s
love in the world.
Continued on page 5
Page 4

Key Results Areas & Goals
Spiritual Formation
Goal: To honor and nurture the spiritual lives of all people who are part of our church community by
engaging in meaningful worship experiences, cultivating a communal life of prayer, nurturing a
learning environment, and committing to share and use what we learn and experience.
Goal: To create a community in which all people are in the process of understanding, developing, and
employing their spiritual gifts for ministry.
Community Formation
Goal: To be a welcoming community which reflects God’s hospitality in our relationships with one another
through mutual support, forgiveness, and loving kindness.
Goal: To celebrate the great variety of people who make up our congregation, we will welcome the gifts
of all, from the very young to our seniors, as we commit to learn from the wisdom and experiences
of each other.
Goal: To be a listening community in which open communication fosters inclusion and involvement.
Ministry & Witness
Goal: To live out the love of God through Christ Jesus in all of our thoughts, words, and actions.
Goal: To equip followers of Jesus to share their faith stories.
Goal: To have each individual in our congregation passionately engaged in ministry.
Goal: To have an active ministry that begins at our front door and spreads through our neighborhoods to
the far corners of our world.
Reflecting our Neighborhood
Goal: To strengthen our connections with our neighbors.
Goal: To become a community that reflects the changing neighborhood in which we live.
Core Beliefs & Commitments
We believe in and are committed to:
Sharing God’s love
Being in community with one another
Living as followers of Jesus Christ
Working in partnerships
Welcoming others
Practicing justice and peacemaking
Participant Groups
As we carry out our mission, we will partner with:
Existing church groups
Neighboring community
Other churches and organizations
People with needs we can meet
Groups and individuals who use our building and property
www.coasttrails.org
The Chimes
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Meet Your Global Missions Partners
Ana & Tod Gobledale

June 18th, 7 PM
Sumner First Christian Church
(432 Wood Avenue, Sumner)
Don’t miss this exciting opportunity to hear two of your
Global Mission Partners speak of their experiences
serving in South Africa, Zimbabwe, and most recently in
Australia.

the call to return to southern Africa in 1995 to work for
the UCCSA in Plumtree, Zimbabwe until May of 2000,
when they were forced to flee as violence spread
throughout the country.

Tod and Ana Gobledale are currently in the Northwest
Region sharing their stories with UCC and Disciples
congregations. They will be in our area on Wednesday,
June 18th for a combined event with our congregation
and Sumner FCC.

From 2000 to 2003, Ana and Tod lived in Cleveland,
Ohio, where Ana served on the Global Ministries (UCCDisciples) USA-based staff. Tod served several UCC
churches as an interim minister.

Tod grew up in Virginia. After graduating from Bates
College he served as a Peace Corps Volunteer in
Senegal, West Africa, from 1976-1978. Tod received
his M.Div. degree from Chicago Theological Seminary
Ana grew up in Chicago, Illinois. She attended Western
Illinois University, received a Master of Arts degree in
Teaching from the University of New Hampshire and
another M.A. from the University of Chicago. Ana
earned her doctorate in Education from Northern Illinois
University. She is the author of The Learning Spirit:
Lessons from South Africa on Chalice Press.
From 1984-1991 Tod and Ana served the United
Congregational Church of Southern Africa (UCCSA) in
rural South Africa. During that time they co-authored
Hearing the Bible Today for the UCCSA Task Force on
the Church. While in South Africa they lived illegally in
a Zulu community, and were evicted from the country in
1991 prior to the end of apartheid.
Back in the United States, the two served a United
Church of Christ congregation in Franklin, New
Hampshire from 1991 until 1994. Tod and Ana heard
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From 2003-2007, they served as chaplains and lecturers at
the ecumenical Churches of Christ Theological College
(CCTC), Mulgrave, Australia, seconded by Global
Ministries. They were responsible for continuing
education for ministers and supervising students in
ministry as well as being involved in justice and interfaith activities.
The Gobledales are currently involved in the search and
call discernment process as they look forward to serving a
congregation in the United States. Their two children are
now grown: Thandiwe lives in Kalimpong, India, where
she works on the staff of the Pitzer College Study Abroad
Program; and Mandla is a Voice Performance major at
Occidental College in Los Angeles.

Global Ministries is the common witness of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and the United
Church of Christ. Global Ministries works with over 270
international partner churches and organizations in
nearly 70 countries around the world at points of
deepest need: spiritual, physical, emotional, and/or
economical.

Celebrating new
volunteers

birthdays
1 ................................................. Cathy Hansen
4 .................................................. Mara Duckett
10 ........................................................ Pat Todd

An appeal was put
forth and several
folks responded with
interest! It is in great
celebration and with
many thanks we are happy
to announce the addition of
four new operators to our
ministry of sound in Worship.
Just nine months after the purchase of
our new audio and video system, our sound team has
expanded six-fold! Throughout the month of June,
flagship member Herb Crabtree and fledgling operator
Robin Crabb will provide on-the-job training for new
sound system team members Thom Crabb, Cathy
Hansen, Bill Robey, and Connie Robey. A rotating
schedule will assure that everyone gets a chance to serve,
and that no one person is relied upon too heavily.
Thank you to our new team!

10 .................................................... Ron O’Gwin
17 ............................................... Debbie Dimond
18 ...................................................... Drew Blyth
18 ............................................... Deleena Patton
18 .................................................. Laura DuBois
19 ...................................................... Alicia Blyth
19 ................................................. Pete Freeman
21 ................................................. Kevin Dimond
21 .............................................. Jennifer Valliere
26 .......................................... Jessica Schmitten
27 .................................................. Ron Goddard
29 .................................................. Linda O’Gwin

anniversaries
5 ......................................... Peggy & Del Stack
7 ................................ Luetta & Wolfram Patton
7 .......................................... Anita & Ben Smith
15 ...................................... Cindy & Larry Dexter
21 ..................................... Terry & Ken Forslund
22 .................................... Shawn & John Pasola

Youth Summer Camp

25 .................................... Margie & Jeff Sperring

Registration forms available now

26 .............................................. Joy & Dick Best

Gwinwood Camp - Lacey, WA
Kids Camp (entering grades 2-3):
................................... June 30-July3
Junior Camp (entering grades 4-6):
.................................... August 11-16
Chi Rho (entering grades 7-9):
.............................. July 28-August 2
CYF (entering grades 10-12, Grads):
.........................................July 14-19

life of the church
Summer Worship schedule ...............Sundays - 10 am
1 ....... Sunday School & Graduate recognition - 10 am
1 ............ Youth-led Famine Sunday Worship - 10 am
1 ............. Missional Strategy Conversation - 11:30 am
8 ................. Farewell to Tasha potluck - after Worship
10 ........................................... Board Meeting - 6:30 pm
15 ............................................................... Fathers Day
18 ........... Global Ministries Night (FCC Sumner) - 7 pm

For updates and more information, visit
our website at www.fccpuyallup.com

21 .................... PaTH Conference on the Future - 9 am
21 ...................................... Lunch with a Friend - 10 am
22 .................... Congregational Meeting - after Worship
24 ......................................... Diaconate Meeting - 7 pm

The Chimes
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Join the summer worship team
USE YOUR SPIRIT-GIFTS TO GREET OR READ
Each summer our Worship schedule shifts to an hour
earlier, our Sunday studies suspend for the season,
and our greeting and reading teams take a hiatus.
Beginning Sunday, June 1st,
Sunday Worship services will start at 10 am.
If you would like to be a part of our summer worship
team, sign up in the foyer now to be one of two
greeters per week, or to help lead our worship by
using your voice to read scripture.

Come to our PaTH
Conference on the Future
JUNE 21ST, 9 AM ‐ 1 PM
What will our life as a congregation look like in 5 years? Where and how
will we be engaged in ministry? How will our congregation be living out its
calling to be a blessing in our neighborhoods? In the world?
Come join us for a lively and creative interaction oriented toward our
future. In small groups and large ones we will work from our new missional
strategy and explore possible future scenarios for our life and mission.

