June 4, 2020

Search & Call
THE PASTORAL SEARCH & CALL TEAM
Asking for your support and prayers

The Search and Call Team has been meeting diligently
once a week to discern God’s vision for this Little
Church in the Valley. Even in normal times, the
process of finding a new pastor is one that takes
careful consideration, thoughtful conversations, and
lots of prayer. As you know, these are not normal
times, and the Search and Call Team has even more
things to consider and pray upon. We must be
mindful of what God is calling us to do next. This
might mean we have to stretch our ways of thinking
and start thinking outside the box.
A few weeks ago, you were made aware of the team’s
proposal to delay calling an interim pastor during this
time of unknowns, and instead to hire an on-call
minister to provide pastoral care to the members of
our congregation during the interim time. The Search
and Call Team has met on numerous evenings to
discuss the hiring of an on-call minister. Through
meaningful conversation and prayer, we comprised a
profile of characteristics we feel our congregation will
need an on-call pastor to possess. Our elders will
continue to provide day-to-day pastoral care, and the
on-call pastoral care role is meant to include situations
our elders are not trained to handle.

Giving options
SAFE ONLINE GIVING
Donate quickly and safely once or set up recurring gifts
to the fund of your choice at fccpuyallup.com/donate

EASY MOBILE GIVING APP
1.

Install the GivePlus Church app from the App Store
or Google Play.

2.

Search the app for First Christian Church of Puyallup
using zip code 98371.

3.

Give (If you have previously given on our website
Donate page, please use your existing login.)

AUTO-PAY FROM YOUR BANK
Ask your bank to set up automatic payments to FCC.

MAIL A CHECK TO OUR P.O. BOX
Make checks out to First Christian Church and mail to:
P.O. Box 516, Puyallup, WA 98371

AMAZON SMILE
Start by clicking the Amazon graphic at fccpuyallup.com/
amazon and Amazon will help to support FCC Puyallup.

The Search and Call Team is excited to share that Bill
Robey has offered his time and gifts to fill the role of
on-call minister. We feel his experience as a Disciples
of Christ pastor makes him a qualified candidate to
care for our congregants in their time of need as well
as times of celebration. The fact that he is already a
familiar face to many members of our church makes
him the obvious and comforting choice.
No onsite worship, all weeks // ++ denotes mailed checks deposited

Sunday Worship Notes

PENTECOST SUNDAY | Guest Preacher: Karen Ferguson
Acts 2:1-21

Greetings! It is always a joy and a pleasure, and definitely a privilege, to be among my good friends and heartfelt
family, First Christian Church of Puyallup. My name is Karen Ferguson, I’m in Olympia, and if you don’t know me, I
interned for a year in Puyallup. I just graduated seminary, in fact, on Friday I had an event with the Disciples Seminary
Foundation, online of course, and they celebrated and honored and pushed us out into the world. And one of the
best things I heard from that experience was to “go out there and make it plain.” And that, friends, is what I want to
do today, I just want to make it plain. I want to bring you a message – well, first of all, I’ll admit to you that I have
totally trashed my sermon that was SO well researched… my professors would be proud of me – but I want to make it
plain to you. I’m sitting in my backyard, wearing my sweatshirt and jeans, and I going to talk to you from the heart.
Because today’s Pentecost. Today is the day that some church’s celebrate the birthday of the church. I’ve seen it
celebrated with birthday cake, and then campfires to represent the baptism of the Holy Spirit, because as we’ve just
heard in the scripture from Acts, the Holy Spirit descends on the people gathered. The Holy Spirit comes and it blows
into the room, they hear it, and then they see flames of fire. And then, they’re blown out into the street and they
spread the Gospel. And isn’t it interesting, that they are speaking in foreign languages? This is not a ‘speaking in
togues’ passage, that is not about that ecstatic gift of the Spirit, this is about foreign languages, because at this point
in the city of Jerusalem it’s the time of one of the major Jewish festivals, the festival of first gifts. It’s a harvest festival,
and thousands of people have come from all over the world. Mostly Jewish people who are very faithful and have
made very faith-oriented pilgrimages to the city for this festival. But there in a room are the disciples, are those who
gathered, and from what we know, there’s about 120 people in this room, or this house, and they are the Twelve, plus
all the other women and men who have come to follow Jesus. It is a time of uncertainty, it is a time of great
disruption, and civil unrest. Sound familiar? It’s only seven weeks since Jesus was crucified, since Jesus was killed by
state-sanctioned violence. It’s not safe for the people to be gathered, and so they’re hiding, they’ve been told –
Jesus said, “wait in Jerusalem, I will a Helper, I will send an Advocate, a Comforter to you.” And as happens in the
stories of our faith, it comes in the most unexpected form, in the most unexpected time. So here they are, hovering in
this room, trying to decide, “Now what? Jesus is gone… now what?” And the Spirit blows in and emboldens and
empowers them, and gives them the gifts for what they need to do. To go out into this world, and to minister to this
world. And that, friends, is not unlike what the Spirit has done to us. The Spirit fills us. The Spirit gives us the gifts that
we need to go out into the world and minister to one another. And it’s really important to note, it doesn’t happen
inside the room. This is not a story about being church inside of the building. And I have to say I LOVE all the outcry
when our president said, “We’ve got to reopen churches,” and people were like, “The church is still open, it hasn’t
closed, it’s just the buildings!” It was like a Pentecostal flame – it was a wind of the Holy Spirit through the Christian
community who have been blessed and filled with this kind of knowledge and the kind of gifts that the world needs.
To recognize – we’re not a building. We are SO much more! And in this Scripture, we’re given an idea what that
means. So this 120 people came out into the world and they spoke in foreign languages. And remember, these were
the people who were the minorities. These were people who were oppressed. These were NOT the people from the
dominant culture. These were NOT the people who lived with privilege. It was a scary time for them. And yet, their
fear was set aside and they were filled with the Holy Spirit. And they went out into the streets and they started talking.
I’ve been thinking about what that looks like in our world today, and in the past couple days I’ve been watching the
news and seen cities across the United States set on fire with rage, with deep anguish, that I want to tell you as a
white woman, I don’t fully understand. I want to pretend that I get it, and I think that in some ways I do get it, and
believe me, I feel the pain. But I do not feel the pain of generations of trauma. And for white folks who are being
reminded of the racist country that we live in, please know that this is nothing new to people of color, particularly
black people right now, because for them this has been going on for over 400 years.
We have these devices – phones – that are recording the events. We have a kind of visibility that are making these
horrific moments of violence noticed, and bringing them to the public eye. Finally, we’re seeing, and I hope that we
don’t forget. I hope that we are, and when I say “we” I’m speaking as a white person, I hope that we, and we as the
predominantly white church, I hope that we continue to listen to these disciples, to these oppressed disciples who
have come out filled with the Holy Spirit, and they’re getting our attention.

I don’t think any of us really like to see looting and to see the kind of violence and chaos and destruction in our
streets. And we follow Jesus who was very peaceful. But I also say let’s not judge. Can you see the Holy Spirit in those
flames? Look for it. Because I assure you God is in their midst. And the Holy Spirit, that Pentecostal Holy Spirit of
baptism is in those crowds. Martin Luther King Jr., reminds us that “rioting is the language of the unheard.” When
people don’t listen to your words and don’t pay attention to your pleas, and you’ve tried every way possible to get
their attention to make change, there really are few options left.
It’s a traumatic time that we live in, right now. I think that the coronavirus is making all of us carry a collective grief,
and it’s a collective trauma. It’s hard for any individual to pin down. Especially if you haven’t experienced anyone
you know or love having serious complications or even die from the virus. But we still all carry it. We’re all working on
physical distancing, and wearing masks when in public. Recording sermons on a phone instead of standing with the
people! And we get it, and it’s going to leave it’s mark on us. So there’s all this trauma, and we’re human, we have
all this human energy, and we feel it, even though we’re not together, and maybe we feel it because we aren’t
together.
But know that when there is trauma, trust is it’s first victim. And so in terms of race, black people have been
traumatized by white people in ways that are unfathomable, and so why should they trust us? Why should be trust
our oppressor? And so, in building Church, we have to build those relationships. We have to forge through and walk
in solidarity with people who are poor, people who are racially oppressed, people who are imprisoned. People who
are being suppressed and held down in any way. That’s our call as Christians! That’s what The Jesus Movement is
about. It’s primarily an economic and social movement, with a spiritual force that empowers and emboldens us.
So on that first Pentecost, those disciples went out into the world, and the had the gift of communication with people
who really couldn’t talk and understand. And yet by the end of that first day, 3,000 people came forward and were
baptized with the water symbolizing the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. It was a miraculous day, and
undoubtedly it was a joyous day. And it was really an unexpected way to receive the comfort and advocacy and
love of God in the midst of that fear and that uncertainty. And know that that is our day, God is in our midst. God will
give us what we need to do. But we can’t stay inside the building. We can’t hide inside of our homes. We have to
receive and allow the baptism of the Holy Spirit to push us out into those places that make us really uncomfortable.
And yeah, we’re gonna get it wrong, we do get it wrong all the time. But we keep trying to do better. To be better.

I want to leave you today with words that our General Minister and President Terri Hord Owens wrote. She wrote
about her dream of the church, and she says:
“I want a church that loves so courageously that we will stand up and insist that the killing of black and brown
people must stop, and will work to remove those in office who fail to enact laws and policy accordingly
I want a church that loves so radically that we are always putting up chairs to make room for more, always
leaving empty chairs at the table, expecting that many more will come, turning no one away.
I want a church that loves so generously that our priority will be the elimination of poverty, to ensure that
everyone has enough to eat, safe and decent housing, healthcare, a living wage and quality education that
is not based on your zip code.

I want a church that loves so creatively that we are willing to dismantle structures, traditions, and processes
that dishonor humanity and marginalize any among us.
I want a church that loves so completely that we are not satisfied until justice rolls down like water and
righteousness like a mighty stream.”
Are you ready, Church? May it be so.
Karen Ferguson
May 31, 2020
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First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)
623 - 9th Avenue SW
P.O. Box 516
Puyallup, WA 98371
253.845.6232

Return Service Requested

Let’s stay together
Learning Circle: 9:30 am Sundays (Zoom)
The adult Learning Circle meets on Zoom during the Stay Home
Stay Healthy order. The group is currently discussing The Heart
of Christianity: Rediscovering a Life of Faith by Marcus Borg.
https://zoom.us/j/93162782080 | Meeting ID: 931 6278 2080

Interactive Online Worship: Sundays
(www.fccpuyallup.com/sermons)
Even before the stay home order, out of abundance of
caution and love of neighbor during the COVID-19 pandemic,
FCC worship took on a new look. Curated services of videos,
scripture, prayer, and music bring focus to the lectionary cycle.
Services are available starting at 7 am on Sundays and remain
on the site for convenient worshiping at any time.

Morning Prayers: 9:15 am M-F (Facebook Live)
Start the day centered in a time of prayer, poem, and
scripture on Facebook Live. You can also view Morning
Prayer videos any time on the FCC Facebook page:
facebook.com/FCCPuyallup, and the FCC website:
fccpuyallup.com/morning-prayers
Starting May 19th volunteers will host Morning Prayers!

Evening Prayers: 8 pm T & Th (Zoom)
Reflect on the day with scripture and prayer. Check in
with friends, consider gratitude, acknowledge concerns,
share prayer requests. Lay volunteers will now host this
meaningful time of prayer and fellowship. NEW INFO:
https://zoom.us/j/92157439193 | Mtg. ID: 921 5743 9193

Loose ends & How-tos
NEW LINK: Preview the book at
https://online.fliphtml5.com/
slsox/pope/

Our very first Stay-Home Speakers Series!
Tuesday, June 16th at 6:30 pm on Zoom!

To order, contact Gretchen:
gretchene@comcast.net

https://zoom.us/j/92242708767
Meeting ID: 922 4270 8767

Who wore it (Pentecost red) best?
fccpuyallup.com/Pentecost-2020

