
 

  

NARROWING  THE  FIELD 

Search & Call Team hopeful for next steps  
 

FCC’s Pastoral Search & Call Team has worked 

hard toward discernment of our next settled 

pastor. After studying 15 candidate profiles, 

holding four initial interviews, one second 

interview, and countless meetings, the team 

reached consensus on moving to the next step 

with an interviewee. The candidate was invited 

to take this step with us and is eager to do so.  

The “next step” in the process is an in -person 

visit with the Search Team, during which the 

candidate will tour the building and learn more 

about the congregation, its ministries and 

dreams, the community, and surrounding areas. 

Dialogue on compensation will also take place.  

If all goes well with that visit and all parties are 

in favor, the candidate will preach and join in 

our July 4 th virtual Worship. After that, a second 

visit to Puyallup would occur; plans are in the 

works for safe, in-person, church-wide 

introductions at that time. The visit would 

culminate with congregants weighing in on 

calling the candidate as our next pastor.  

Please continue to pray for this process. Our 

prayer is that the candidate and congregation 

will be excellent partners in the work and future 

that God is calling us to. Watch for more 

information in coming weeks! 

In hope,  

The FCC Puyallup Search & Call Team 

Bill, Jay, Nancy, Mike, Kelli, Gretchen, Robin 

 

SAFE  ONLINE  GIVING 
Donate quickly and safely once or set up recurring gifts 

to the fund of your choice at  fccpuyallup.com/donate 

EASY  MOBILE  GIVING  APP   
1. Install the GivePlus Church app from Google Play or 

the App Store. 

2. Search the app for First Christian Church of Puyallup 

using zip code 98371. 

3. Give (If you‘ve given on our website Donate page, 

use your existing login.) 

AUTO-PAY  FROM  YOUR  BANK   
Ask your bank to set up automatic payments to FCC.   

MAIL  A  CHECK  TO  OUR  P.O.  BOX   
Make checks out to First Christian Church and mail to:  

623 - 9th Ave SW | P.O. Box 516 | Puyallup, WA  98371 

AMAZON  SMILE  
Click the Amazon graphic at fccpuyallup.com/amazon 

and Amazon will help to support FCC Puyallup. 

June 3, 2021 

No onsite worship, all weeks.   ++ denotes mailed checks deposited. 

 Giving options 

FCC’s  

liturgical calendar 

 Search & Call update 

The Season of  

Pentecost (red) 

2021  FCC  WEEKLY  GIVING  TOTALS: 
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 Hear ye!  Nominations announcement & thanks! 

You know a congregation is strong and faithful when 

during a second nominating season in a global 

pandemic the Nominating Team is able to create a 

vital roster of servant leaders with100% success. 

Elected Officers - Each spring the FCC Puyallup 

Council appoints a new Nominating Team in 

anticipation of the Elected Officer terms being 

completed at the end of the church’s leadership year 

on June 30th.  Nominating Teams always begin their 

work in prayer for each opening role, discerning 

whether opening positions are still serving the vision of 

the congregation and God’s call to the church, and 

what kinds of gifts would best play out these roles.  This 

year’s team of Barbara Stroud, Sharol Cook, and 

Nancy Freeman, with the support of Pastor Ray Smith, 

was no different. We give great thanks to this team for 

their thoughtful, thorough work! 

The slate of nominated persons for elected positions is: 

• Trustee with Property Oversight:  Mike Cheek, 

returning for a second 3-year term 

• Financial Recording Team:  Karrie Cheek, 

returning for a second 3-year term 

• Elder:  Jay Isch, first 3-year term as an elder in our 

congregation 

• Elder:  David Orth, first 3-year term as an elder at 

FCC Puyallup; David has previously been an 

elder at another Disciples church 

As per the First Christian Church of Puyallup bylaws, 

these positions need to be ratified (elected) by church 

members at an annual meeting.  The bylaws also state 

that these meetings must be announced for two 

weeks prior to the date.  Due to current circumstances 

unforeseen when the bylaws were written long ago, 

the FCC Council and Nominating Team have had to 

be creative in carving out new ways of doing the 

official business of church during a pandemic!  As in 

2020, each church member will be contacted by their 

elder in June to be able to give their thoughts around 

this list of elected positions. 

Once ratified, first-time elders to FCC are welcomed 

into this important role as spiritual leaders by being 

formally installed during a July Worship service. 

Appointed Officers - In addition to these “elected 

officers,” or servant leaders, the pastor with support of 

the Council considers the roles known as “appointed 

officers” (as opposed to elected).   

Appointed officers (servant leaders) are positions filled 

by invitations by pastor and Council, and with terms, 

as each job description states “In one year increments, 

beginning on July 1, as is mutually satisfying for the 

[appointed person], the Council, and the Pastor.”  

These roles include ministry area leadership for teams 

including Faith Formation (Gretchen Mertes), Outreach 

(Kerry Yanasak), Property, and Worship (Robin Crabb), 

and we are so grateful to all those who fill what can 

be longer-term roles in our congregation.   

Gretchen and Robin are also each completing two 

consecutive 3-year terms as elders to the Puyallup 

congregation.  Well done, your service is appreciated! 

Council Positions - In addition to filling the usual 

elected roles, the 2021 Nominating Team went above 

and beyond in supporting the Council in filling some of 

its own one-year positions.  Luetta Patton has agreed 

to be the Council’s Congregant-at-Large this season, 

and Robin Crabb will fill the Council Moderator role 

that Katie Peterson has been in for three years.  

A big shoutout to Katie for so gracefully taking on the 

expanded role that the Council Moderator assumed 

during such a time as this.  Normally a role which 

entails meeting details and support to other Council 

members, Katie’s role as Council Moderator grew as 

we relied on her as a pillar of church leadership when 

we were without a pastor, and during this time of big 

decisions and faithful discernment.  Huge thanks to 

Katie for her leadership during an unprecedented time 

for the world and for our church. 

The Council will soon discuss its other openings for 

linking persons to the ministry areas each person on 

the Council represents.  If you are interested or asked 

about taking on a linking role, be sure to pray and 

reflect on how these vital roles might be a fit for you. 

Nominating Season Updates 
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 Gwinwood — not just a summer camp! 

As the world slowly reopens and finds a safe new normal, Gwinwood Camp and Conference Center’s 

director, Kate Ayers, wants us to know that Gwinwood is also on the move.  Kate said, “We are moving 

back to our original mission of Retreat, Restoration, and Renewal.” Here are a few happenings coming up: 

SILENT RETREAT WITH REV. DR. AMY LA CROIX & DR. LISA RAYBURN - 7 pm June 25 to1 pm June 27, 2021 

Are you feeling soul weary? Are you overwhelmed, exhausted, tired of trying to sift through the noise of 

the world?  This weekend retreat provides a perfect opportunity for silence and stillness in a small group 

setting.  A regular meditation practice or spiritual discipline is not required. This retreat is open to all. 

Limit 10 participants. Private room and all meals provided. $175 fee includes non-refundable $55 deposit.  

FILL YOUR VESSEL WITH JASMIN FAULK-DICKERSON - TEACHERS RETREAT - 4 pm July 29 to 1 pm July 31, 2021 

This retreat was created by and for our teachers, who have had quite a year!  Escape into the forest with 

Retreat Leader, Jasmin Faulk- Dickerson as she explores areas specific to teachers and the challenging 

year you have navigated. 

Limit 10 participants. Private room and all meals provided. $265 fee includes non-refundable $55 deposit.  

Visit gwinwood.org/retreats to register for these retreats, and for upcoming events at Gwinwood. 

 
Don’t worry, Summer Camp for kids and youth from 1st grade through 12th grade will take place as always!  

 

FCC Puyallup still has a 

budget line for paying half 

of the registration fees for 

any FCC kids wishing to 

attend camp at 

Gwinwood.  This summer 

the following camps are 

available: 

 

July 12-15th:  Kids (1st-2nd Grade) $150  :: ::  Junior (3rd-5th Grade) $150 

July 19-24th:  Chi Rho (6th-8th Grade) $200  :: ::  CYF (9th-12th Grade) $200 

All COVID safety precautions will be kept.  For information, visit northernlightsdisciples.org/summer-camps. 

gwinwood.org/retreats
https://northernlightsdisciples.org/summer-camps/
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First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Interim Pastor Ray Smith 

623 - 9th Avenue SW 

P.O. Box 516 

Puyallup, WA 98371 

253.845.6232 

Return Service Requested 

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

 Through the week at First Christian Puyallup 

Learning Circle Adult Forum:  9:30 am  Sundays (Zoom) 
The Learning Circle is now sharing lively conversation around 

the DVD seriesPainting the Stars: Science, Religion and an 

Evolving Faith – drop ins welcome! zoom.us/j/93162782080 

Online Worship:  Sundays from 7 am and on  

FCC’s online worship services consist of videos, scripture, 

prayer, and music, brought to life by volunteers, elders, and 

our interim pastor, Ray Smith.  fccpuyallup.com/sermons 

Services are available starting at 7 am on Sundays and 

remain on the site for convenient worshiping at any time.  

Morning Prayers:  9:15 am  Mon-Wed-Fri 

Start the day centered in prayer, poem, & scripture on 

Facebook Live. Recordings are also available any time 

on FCC’s website:  fccpuyallup.com/morning-prayers 

Evening Prayers:  8 pm  Tues (Zoom) 

zoom.us/j/99295420587?pws=ekQ5QkVqaFlmVHNBZGhuc2c3L2JrUT09  

Passcode: 0202  Reflect on the day with scripture & 

prayer. Check in with friends, consider gratitude, lift up 

concerns. Prayer and fellowship led by volunteers.  

Now taking Thursdays off through summer! 

Back Row Broads (BRB):  10 am Wed* (Zoom)  zoom.us/j/97037282617?pwd=OUNraGdzVG4xVVowYTU3QkhlRzZTUT09  

*NEW SUMMER TIMES: FIRST WEDNESDAYS IN JUNE, JULY & AUGUST!  All women are welcome & Zoom support is available! 

The Back Row Broads have resumed their gatherings on Zoom! 

They’ve met each Wednesday to study a little scripture and catch 

up.  Because of summer months and busier schedules,  

“The Broads” have decided to meet on the  

first Wednesdays of June, July, and August at 10 am  

before resuming their weekly schedule in fall.   

If you’re interested in meeting up with these women,  

drop in any time on Zoom or contact BRB coordinator  

JoAnne Fowler or the church office for more information.   

All women are welcome any time!  

 Summer hours for Back Row Broads 

zoom.us/j/97037282617?pwd=OUNraGdzVG4xVVowYTU3QkhlRzZTUT09 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://zoom.us/j/97037282617?pwd%3DOUNraGdzVG4xVVowYTU3QkhlRzZTUT09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw14ophROLtyhgEMMbdZllKU
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://zoom.us/j/97037282617?pwd%3DOUNraGdzVG4xVVowYTU3QkhlRzZTUT09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw14ophROLtyhgEMMbdZllKU

