May 28, 2020

Parting words & a healthy goodbye
Dear Friends,
What a great delight it was to see many of your faces on my
last Sunday with you all! It was a surprise parade, indeed!
Thank you to all who were part of making that happen. And
thank you for the phone calls, cards, gifts, and so many other
acts of kindness which you have gifted to me and Ben in
these last few weeks.

time Facebook’s algorithms will adjust, and we will see less
of each other’s sharing. This does not mean that we cannot
communicate at all. For example, if you need advice on
sourdough bread baking, I might be able to give you a good
word, but it is not appropriate for me to weigh in on any
future congregational actions or decisions.

You’ve already started making your first steps in this interim
period. I am confident in the leadership teams that you have
in place to make good and faithful decisions for the congregation. Transitions are always challenging, but with the
prayers and support of all of you, this will be a time of growth
and discovery.

Even though my pastoral relationship with you has ended,
know that I will always hold you in my prayers. And I look
forward to seeing what the Spirit has in store for you in the
years to come.

During our Zoom gathering on May 17, we shared a closing
liturgy in which we celebrated the good work we’ve done
together, offered forgiveness to one another, and released
each other from our ministry relationship together. From
this moment forward, I am no longer your pastor. The
Clergy Code of Ministerial Conduct directs that as your
former minister I should intentionally separate myself from
the ongoing life of the congregation, particularly during the
interim period and as you call your new pastor. This means I
will not be available to mark important milestones or events
in the life of the church and its members. I will not officiate
at weddings, funerals, baptisms, etc. It will no longer be
proper for me to provide individual pastoral care. This is
appropriate and necessary so that you as a congregation can
move forward with your new minister.

In Christ’s peace,
Nancy
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Our modern digital life has given us more ways to be connected online. I am friends with many of you on Facebook.
Some of you follow me on other platforms, such as Twitter,
Instagram, and WordPress. During this transition time, I
will intentionally work to dis-entangle myself from the
digital life of FCC Puyallup and its members. For those of
you on Facebook, I will not “unfriend” folks, and I am not
asking you to unfriend me. However, once I make the move
to Kentucky, I will be limiting my sharing of Facebook posts
and will stop following FCC Puyallup on social media. Over
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A FUTURE WITH HOPE | Guest Preacher: Bill Robey
Psalm 34:1-8; Acts 17:24-28a; Jeremiah 29:10-14

In the life of our wonderful congregation, some might call this a “hopeless” moment. A time when one important
chapter in our life together has ended, and the new chapter that is about to start has not yet revealed itself. Our
beloved pastor Nancy has ended her ministry with us. And that is okay. Nancy has responded to God’s call to share
her gifts with another congregation and we have benefited from her ministry for a long time, almost 20 years. Now
we are challenged to move into an uncertain, rapidly changing future without her leadership.
It is an uncertain future that is made even more complicated by the COVVID-19 pandemic…a pandemic that
prevents us from meeting and worshiping in-place together and that may well cause us to rethink our whole budget.
Because of this, the church Council has approved a proposal by the Search and Call Team that we delay the call of
an intentional interim minister until we are in a more stable and known environment, especially at it relates to whether
or not there will be a State Fair this September, and also when we will be able to meet and worship again in person.
So, some may call this a “hopeless moment…too many unknowns, too many doubts about the future. But I like to
think of this as a “pregnant” moment. A pregnant moment because something new is about to be birthed, but we
just don’t know when it will happen or what this new thing will look like. So, what do we do in the meantime? How do
we respond to so much uncertainty? Well, here is what we do know…
The Elders will be providing day-to-day pastoral care for each and every one of us, checking in with us periodically to
make sure all is well. In addition, we have arranged for a local Disciples of Christ chaplain to provide pastoral care in
any situation that goes beyond the level of care our Elders can provide.
With the help of the Elders, Robin will continue to plan virtual Sunday worship services and we will have Disciples
preachers and others to bring us God’s word to us each Sunday. In addition, Elders will lead daily morning prayers on
the Puyallup FCC Facebook page as well as a virtual prayer time using Zoom every Tuesday and Thursday evening.
We will continue to offer opportunities to gather in small groups using Zoom. And as soon as the situation allows, we
will begin worshiping together in our sanctuary observing social distancing protocols, and we might even offer some
form of hybrid service both on-line and in-person so those not comfortable with being out yet can still worship with the
church family. It is a work in progress.
In the meantime, the Pastoral Search and Call Team will continue to meet and evaluate candidates so that as soon
as we have clarity about our unknowns, we will move out to call an intentional interim minister.
So all is not hopeless, and this morning, I want to bring us yet another word of hope…a word of hope that comes to us
fresh and new from the experience God’s people who found themselves in a seemingly hopeless situation almost
2700 years ago. You may remember the story. It is the story of the Jewish people of Judah, who found themselves in
exile in Babylon. According to the Biblical witness, these were folks who had become unfaithful to their covenant
with God. Time after time they had failed to live up to their part of the covenant. In spite of the prophets’ warnings, in
spite of God’s pleadings, they had turned away from life with God. The result was the loss of their homeland, the
destruction of their temple, and then exile in a foreign land.
After living in exile for quite some time, these folks really did feel hopeless. They longed for their homeland, for the
way things used to be, for their old way of life. They lived under the heel of their conquerors. There seemed to be no
hope for their future. But they had forgotten that while they had failed to keep covenant with God, God never fails to
keep covenant with God’s people.

In today’s sermon text, the prophet Jeremiah, speaking forth for God, brought these exiles a profound word of hope.
It’s a short text, so I want to repeat it and unpack it just a little more as I do. Here goes…
For thus says the Lord: Only when Babylon’s seventy years are completed will I visit you, and I will fulfill to you my
promise and bring you back to this place. (In other words, God won’t just erase the consequences of their behavior,
they must endure those seventy years of exile, seventy being a Biblical cue for completeness, for the entire time. No
executive pardons. No jumping the gun on social distancing.)
For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future
with hope. (God knows what is going on and all is not hopeless. Therein lies God’s great promise…a future with hope!)

Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. When you search for me, you will find me; if
you seek me with all your heart, (Ah, there is the kicker. They can’t just sit back, and wallow in self-pity, waiting for all
the unknowns to become known. They have to proactively seek God’s guidance.)
I will let you find me, says the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the
places where I have driven you, says the Lord, and I will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile.
(There is God’s word of hope…I will bring you back to the place from which I sent you! The people of Judah knowing
full well their beloved city of Jerusalem and their temple had be destroyed. So, while they are going back, in God’s
good time, things will not be the same as they were before.)

What an amazing parallel this text is to the world in which we live today! But, what a hopeful vision. God is offering,
as only God can, the possibility of starting over again, fresh and new.
Do you remember the movie “City Slickers”? It is the story of three 40-ish men who annually vacation together. One
year they chose to vacation at a dude ranch and to take part in a real cattle drive. I remember one scene from that
movie in which one of the men named Phil, who had lost his job and recently separated from his wife, is lamenting his
hopeless fate to his friend. He has no job, no marriage, and he is about to lose custody of his children. Phil feels that
at forty he has managed to royally mess up his life in a big way. He is in total despair...his life seems hopeless. But his
friend, played by Billy Crystal, says, “Remember when we were kids, Phil, when we played games together?
Whenever we really messed up, we could always call ‘do over!’ and have our turn again. Life is a ‘do over’, Phil!”
I believe that is what God was saying to exiles in Babylon and that is what God is saying to us today, “You can have a
‘do over’...you have another turn to try.” But, such a “do over” is not a totally new beginning. God does not erase
the past…we still have to deal with the situation in which we find ourselves. This possibility of renewed life, of renewed
hope, comes not because of who we are and what we do...but because of who God is and what God does for us.
Such a “do over” is a sign of God’s unmerited grace and the astounding love God has for all of God’s creation, and
indeed, for our little congregation here in the Puyallup valley. God always will be faithful, especially when things
seem most hopeless and most chaotic for God’s people.
Do you remember the opening verses of the Bible in the book of Genesis? Those verses are a metaphor that assures
us that in the beginning there was not nothingness, but rather there was chaos...and that creation was a process of
bringing order out of that chaos. It is an on-going process.

And you remember the great flood also recorded in Genesis when Noah and the faithful got a fresh new start. This
also is a metaphor assuring us that with God, “do overs” are always a possibility... but they are never total new
beginnings. Rather, with God, starting all over again is really about becoming some new...about a transformation in
which the past is behind us and something new, and fresh, and exciting is about to happen.
It is a rather amazing thought, isn’t it...that even a congregation, finding itself suddenly adrift in a leaderless sea,
amidst a pandemic of epic proportions, unsure of what the future may bring, can choose to look confidently into that
unknown future with hope and excitement because of God’s faithfulness to God’s people.
But this can only happen if we are willing to let go of the past, and to let go of anything that holds us captive to the it.
A congregation cannot focus on what “used to be”…rather, with God’s promise of hope, it must seek a new future.
As we come out of this pandemic and find new pastoral leadership for our future together, we cannot rebuild our
lives or the life of our congregation while hanging on to that which used to be…because the world will not be same
as it was before. But, with God’s help, we can let go of the past and move faithfully into a bright, new future.
It would be wonderful if life came with “do overs”, wouldn’t it. We could just say “do over” and everything would be
erased. We’d return to the way it used to be when Nancy was here and before this blasted pandemic broke out.
Wouldn’t that be great? Well, we all know there is no such thing in life as a “do over”.
But there is something even better! There is a faithful God of grace, who, time and time again, let’s us start all over
without erasing the past…a God who knows the plans God has for us… plans for our welfare and not for harm. There
is an ever-faithful God of grace who gives us a future with hope. Amen.
Rev. Bill Robey | May 24, 2020
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Return Service Requested

Let’s stay together
Learning Circle: 9:30 am Sundays (Zoom)
The adult Learning Circle meets on Zoom during the Stay Home
Stay Healthy order. The group is currently discussing The Heart
of Christianity: Rediscovering a Life of Faith by Marcus Borg.
https://zoom.us/j/93162782080 | Meeting ID: 931 6278 2080

Interactive Online Worship: Sundays
(www.fccpuyallup.com/sermons)
Even before the stay home order, out of abundance of
caution and love of neighbor during the COVID-19 pandemic,
FCC worship took on a new look. Curated services of videos,
scripture, prayer, and music bring focus to the lectionary cycle.
Services are available starting at 7 am on Sundays and remain
on the site for convenient worshiping at any time.

Morning Prayers: 9:15 am M-F (Facebook Live)
Start the day centered in a time of prayer, poem, and
scripture on Facebook Live. You can also view Morning
Prayer videos any time on the FCC Facebook page:
facebook.com/FCCPuyallup, and the FCC website:
fccpuyallup.com/morning-prayers
Starting May 19th volunteers will host Morning Prayers!

Evening Prayers: 8 pm T & Th (Zoom)
Reflect on the day with scripture and prayer. Check in
with friends, consider gratitude, acknowledge concerns,
share prayer requests. Lay volunteers will now host this
meaningful time of prayer and fellowship. NEW INFO:
https://zoom.us/j/92157439193 | Mtg. ID: 921 5743 9193

Commemorative photo book
A beautiful photo memory book has been created to celebrate the 20-year
ministry of Pastor Nancy Gowler and FCC Puyallup. Our congregation will gift a
copy of She’s My Pastor! to Nancy to remember us by, and another copy will
be kept in FCC’s History Center and Library. With 53 pages and 350 photos, the
memories bring smile after smile. We’ve been Church in so many ways!
Take a moment to browse and preview the book by typing this URL into your
web browser: https://tinyurl.com/y7fqt6xd
If you’d like to purchase your own keepsake copy, you may also order from
that link—be sure to look for current discounts before ordering. With so many
photos to enjoy, it is best viewed in a 10”x10” or 12”x12” format.

