May 14, 2020

Farewell Nancy!

Giving options

Sunday, May 17th - 7 pm
We will miss her!
And... we send her
with every good wish.
Join us for a final sendoff;
virtual hugs and toasts
included.
https://zoom.us/j/94769832602
Meeting ID: 947 6983 2602
Dial in: 253-215-8782

BEING CHURCH

IN TIMES OF CHANGE
Weathering the storm together

Let’s own it—we at FCC are facing a double whammy!
We have all the same concerns of other churches,
businesses, families—health, safety, finances, sharing
news, reaching out, stress of unknowns, grief for loss
of normalcy, isolation, how to plan a safe reopening,
doing the work we’re called to... AND our pastor of 20
years is winding down her ministry here. It’s a lot, and
it’s ok to feel tumbled and tossed in this storm.
And, there is also much promise. Like the hope of
spring, the resurrection of Easter, resiliency can be
seen all around: Delight in friendly faces on Zoom for
Evening Prayers. Passing Christ’s peace by text. Extra
phone check-ins. Still feeding our community’s
vulnerable. Virtual children’s lessons. Responding to
a sudden need for online Worship. The Learning
Circle finding ways to go on. Plans for the Book Club
emerging. There is always hope, and always a Way.
We’re not waiting to be Church. We’re not treading
water, waiting for the big sea change. We are the sea
change. Contact your elder to explore ways to be part
of this hopeful time for the little church in the valley.

SAFE ONLINE GIVING
Donate quickly and safely once or set up recurring gifts
to the fund of your choice at fccpuyallup.com/donate

EASY MOBILE GIVING APP
1.

Install the GivePlus Church app from the App Store
or Google Play.

2.

Search the app for First Christian Church of Puyallup
using zip code 98371.

3.

Give (If you have previously given on our website
Donate page, please use your existing login.)

AUTO-PAY FROM YOUR BANK
Ask your bank to set up automatic payments to FCC.

MAIL A CHECK TO OUR P.O. BOX
Make checks out to First Christian Church and mail to:
P.O. Box 516, Puyallup, WA 98371

AMAZON SMILE
Start by clicking the Amazon graphic at fccpuyallup.com/
amazon and Amazon will help to support FCC Puyallup.

Sunday Worship Notes

ARE WE THERE YET ?
Scripture Readings: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; John 14:1-14

Are we there yet? It is the question parents dread, echoing from the back seat, because the answer is more often
than not, "No...and it's going to be awhile."
How much longer? ....Are we there yet?
Our gospel reading is full of questions--questions about time, the future, where are we going?
When will we get there? How will we get there? And not surprising for John's gospel, there are no simple or
straightforward answers. These words from Jesus are part of a larger story.
It's important to think of these sayings of Jesus in their context—Too often, they get lifted out of the gospel, as if they
were written to stand alone as some sort of magical oracle, which serves to twist their meaning, and ignores the
larger vision of John's gospel and his community.
We are dropping in on Jesus's final words to his disciples before he's arrested and executed. And we're in the middle
of Jesus's conversations after he has washed the feet of his disciples.
Remember he's said, "If I, your Lord and teacher, wash your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet." And
then tellingly, he says, "Where I am going, you cannot come. I give you a new commandment, that you love one
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another."
It's in chapter 13, just before our reading, Peter pipes up with the first question, "Lord, where are you going?" And
Jesus, in response, crushes Peter with the news that he will soon deny Jesus three times. Picture the scene, Peter
crestfallen, eyes dropped, speechless. And it is then that Jesus says, "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in
God, believe also in me."
These are words of comfort aimed directly at his friends who are bewildered and shocked, who are learning the
future they had imagined was not going to happen, their friend would soon be gone, and they would be left to pick
up the pieces. "You know the way to the place where I am going," Jesus says. And Thomas, says, "wait… no we
don't. How can we know the way?"
And it's in response to Thomas's question, Jesus answers, saying to him, "I am the way."
"I am the Way"—a powerful metaphor, with echoes of their treasured stories of the Exodus and liberation—God
speaks from a burning bush to Moses, in response to another question—"I am… I am who I am..." A name clouded in
mystery and holiness. Jesus says, "I am the way…” and it calls to mind the other ways in the story of Jesus:
In Matthew's gospel, rather than betray the location of the baby Jesus to Herod, the Magi went home by another
way. In Luke's gospel, those disciples at Emmaus trying to make sense of the revelation of Christ in the breaking of
bread at the table, say, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the way?"
Early Christians used the Greek word hodos, or “the way,” for this new way of living which was unfolding for them. In
Acts 9 we see those early followers of Jesus in Jerusalem, Damascus, and beyond, understood themselves as
"belonging to the Way." I love that phrase, "belonging to the Way." It embraces the idea that our spiritual lives are
not some once and done action. We are part of something bigger, something far more amazing. We belong to the
Way, to Jesus who invites us along for a holy adventure, to take up a new way of life.
Notice Jesus is talking with his disciples who are gripped with fear—uncertainty looms over them, and understandably,
they fear they are not equipped to face the future. Jesus says to Thomas, "I am the Way… I am the way, the truth,
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me."
Strands of Christianity lift this out of the context of the gospel, strip it from the personal interaction Jesus is having with
Thomas directly, and instead reads this as Jesus being a special key, a get into heaven free card, a secret handshake
without which we are apart from God.
But remember Thomas's question: "Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?" His
question is not what about everyone else? Are they going to hell? And folks who read these words this way, use it as
a gate to keep outsiders away separated from the truth and the life. That view is so small, so individualistic, so private.
And it does such violence to the story John tells. John's gospel is expansive, with a cosmic view. In the beginning was
the word kind of big.

Jesus says to Thomas, "I am the way, the truth, and the life." Imagine if we understood those words not as some secret
understanding of the individual of Jesus, but as an invitation to take up the same way of living which Jesus
embodied? A life of humility, the way of compassion, the non-coercive power of love. Then we begin to see the
salvation Jesus embodies not as an exclusive club for only those who have the secret password, but rather salvation
in Christ becomes a revealing truth, an open door, swinging wide open into abundant living.
Gordon Cosby one of the founders of the Church of the Savior in Washington, DC, in his final days, as he was
reflecting on dying and faith, settled in on the words of Jesus, "the last shall be first and the first shall be last.” Cosby
said, "As I am dying, I am seeing in a new way. I am seeing that weakness is a gift… Jesus himself calls this way of
weakness 'the way, the truth, and the life.'”
Imagine the transformation—when we begin to understand these words as an invitation, not a barrier. Jesus is calling
us into a kingdom way of living with these words: I am the way of weakness. I am the way of the meek. I am the way
of the poor. I am the way of the merciful. I am the way of the peacemakers....
Fear is a primary motivator in our world. When we are fearful, we close in, we separate ourselves from outsiders, from
dangers both real and imagined. And it is fear which always defeats us. It is fear which leads to thoughtless actions—
the irrational hoarding of toilet paper and hand sanitizer. It's fear that leads us to demonize the other. Fear which
informs and shapes our prejudices, which feeds our systemic racism, which justifies the gunning down a black man
out for a jog, which turns a blind eye to the never ending sacrifice of black and brown bodies.
If we see in Jesus, his life, his teachings, his ministry, the way of God, then we cannot escape the truth that Jesus is the
way—that kneels to wash the feet of others. Jesus is the way—that commands us to love one another with a love
that mirrors the love of Jesus for us.
This is the way out of fear it seems to me. It is the way of taking up a cross — the very tangible symbol of fear—the
fear of Empire, the fear of the powerful. And refusing to be conformed by that power.
Our reading begins with those familiar words, “In my father's house there are many mansions.” Another way to
translate that is "abiding places." Read as abiding places we begin to chip away at understanding this solely in the
future tense. This is not heaven talk, or at least not heaven talk only. Here we have Jesus promising the gift of abiding
with him and with God here and now, beginning in this life and stretching past the doorway of death into a life
beyond life. In the words of William Sloane Coffin, "God dwells with those who make love their aim." Not in some
sentimental way but in the hard slog of loving which Jesus reveals—love that overcomes fear, that perseveres through
darkness. As the writer of 1 John reminds us, "There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear."
We're going to need an enduring understanding of love in the days ahead. Fear is growing, sowing division, stoking
strife. The travel writer Rick Steves in an interview about faith and travel, speaks of the way travel opens us up to a
place in which fear diminishes. "I love to take American Christians to Muslim countries, especially Turkey. One of my
favorite moments as a tour guide took place in a village in Turkey. Our group was in the mayor’s living room. He
showed me a place on his wall where he hung his Qur’an bag—the most holy place in a Muslim home. He said to
me, 'In my Qur’an bag I keep a Bible, a Torah and the Qur’an, because Christians, Jews and Muslims are all people of
the Word, children of the Book and of God.'”
As John B. Cobb Jr. has beautifully put it: “Jesus is the way that is open to other ways.”

In other words, when we hear Jesus tell Thomas, "I am the way, and the truth and the life—we are hearing a gate
swinging open, and the green pastures of freedom in Christ beckon us to venture out.
Are we there yet? Are we abiding in Christ? Travelling the way of the weakness? Are we trusting in the one who is
opening up a new way for us in the midst of chaos and fear? Perhaps the answer is always yes and always not yet.
May God grant us the grace to say yes to the way, to the truth and the abundant life awaiting us in this moment.
Rev. Nancy Gowler
10 May 2020

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com
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Return Service Requested

Let’s stay together
Learning Circle: 9:30 am Sundays (Zoom)
The adult Learning Circle meets at 9:30 am on Zoom during the
Stay Home Stay Healthy order. The Learning Circle is currently
reading and discussing The Heart of Christianity: Rediscovering
a Life of Faith by Marcus Borg.

Interactive Online Worship: Sundays
(www.fccpuyallup.com/sermons)
Even before the stay home order, out of abundance of
caution and love of neighbor during the COVID-19 pandemic,
FCC worship took on a new look. Curated services of videos,
scripture, prayer, and music bring focus to the lectionary cycle.
Services are available starting at 7 am on Sundays and remain
on the site for convenient worshiping at any time.

Morning Prayers: 9:15 am M-F (Facebook Live)
Start the day centered in a time of prayer, poem, and
scripture on Facebook Live. You can view Morning
Prayer videos any time on the FCC Facebook page:
facebook.com/FCCPuyallup, and the FCC website:
fccpuyallup.com/morning-prayers.
Starting May 19th volunteers will host Morning Prayers!

Evening Prayers: 8 pm T & Th (Zoom)
Reflect on the day with scripture and prayer. Check in
with friends, consider gratitude, acknowledge concerns,
share prayer requests. Starting May 19th volunteers will
host this time of prayer to keep it going. NEW Zoom info:
https://zoom.us/j/92157439193 | Mtg. ID: 921 5743 9193

Outreach—How to safely lend a hand
Puyallup’s ecumenical sheltering ministry, Freezing Nights, was forced to end its
season early this year due to health and safety issues surrounding COVID-19, but
that hasn’t daunted the ways the generous people of Puyallup have stepped up
to serve the unsheltered in our community. The City of Puyallup is providing a
temporary tent location for sleeping, as well as housing the more vulnerable in
local motels. At First Christian, our Homeless Ministries Coordinators Terry Forslund
and Bonnie Goddard have put in countless hours lovingly preparing a Thursday
lunch for dozens of people. Pastor Nancy has done the essential task of pickup at
the church and safe drop-off of the meals at New Hope Resource Center.
Current ways to serve this extended ministry include providing elements for FCC’s
meal day, and being the delivery person starting May 21st at 10 am. If you have
desire to help, please contact Terry or Bonnie, your elder, or the church office.

“...muffins as far as the eye
can see” —Katie Peterson

