
 

 

 

SAFE  ONLINE  GIVING 
Donate quickly and safely once or set up recurring gifts 

to the fund of your choice at  fccpuyallup.com/donate 

EASY  MOBILE  GIVING  APP   
1. Install the GivePlus Church app from the App Store 

or Google Play. 

2. Search the app for First Christian Church of Puyallup 

using zip code 98371. 

3. Give (If you have previously given on our website 

Donate page, please use your existing login.) 

AUTO-PAY  FROM  YOUR  BANK   
Ask your bank to set up automatic payments to FCC.  

For details on the church’s account, contact the office. 

MAIL  A  CHECK  TO  OUR  P.O.  BOX   
Make checks out to First Christian Church and mail to:  

P.O. Box 516, Puyallup, WA  98371 

AMAZON  SMILE  
Start by clicking the Amazon graphic at fccpuyallup.com/

amazon and Amazon will help to support FCC Puyallup. 

Giving options Farewell Nancy! 

Sunday, May 17th - 7 pm 
 

We will miss her!  

And... we send her  

with every good wish. 

Join us for a final sendoff;  

virtual hugs and toasts 

included. 
 

https://zoom.us/j/94769832602 

   Meeting ID: 947 6983 2602 

   Dial in:  253-215-8782 

THE PASTORAL SEARCH & CALL TEAM 
Asking for your support and prayers 

 

The Pastoral Search & Call Team, selected by the FCC 

Council, consists of Robin Crabb, Nancy Freeman, 

Mike Herbert, Jay Isch, Kelli Kays, Gretchen Mertes, 

and Bill Robey, and meets every Monday to work 

through prescribed steps in the Northern Lights 

Region’s Pastoral Search Committee Guidelines and 

Process.  First steps include consideration of 

congregational goals in the interim time, assessing 

finances, and proposing a recommended course of 

action to FCC’s Council, all the while asking: 

What is the mission of our congregation?   

Who is God calling us to be?  What kind of leader 

do we need to help us fulfill our mission?  

Plans we envisioned for this last season with Pastor 

Nancy have needed to be creative and flexible, but 

God’s hand is in all we do, and we are never left alone 

to find our new way.  The Search Team welcomes your 

prayers for their work.  As the team considers all 

options for the little church in the valley, with God’s 

help we’ll continue to be Church in the world.   

May 6, 2020 

https://zoom.us/j/94769832602


 

 

There are so many closed doors in our lives right now.  The doors to our homes remain closed.  No visitors admitted.  

Leave the delivery on the porch.  The doors to our workplaces, locked and closed.  Our favorite restaurants shuttered.  

Store doors closed.  Until a few days ago the gates to our parks were locked and closed.  Our church doors remain 

closed and will do so for weeks or even months to come.  Even essential businesses have gatekeepers now.  Counting 

people coming in and out.  We stand 6 feet apart, wearing our cotton masks, waiting for the word to enter. 

Doors and gates symbolize both danger and protection for us in these days.  Doors are closed, keeping out potential 

carriers of the virus.  Gates are monitored to keep crowds down, limiting the spread of disease.  Staying inside, behind 

closed doors may keep us safe.  It keeps the R0 number down… a term many of us were blissfully unaware of until the 

pandemic spread across the globe. 

In these days we receive these particular words of Jesus through a lens, the lens of contagion.  "I am the gate," Jesus 

says.  And part of us breathes a sigh of relief.  Finally.  We long for protection, for safety, for the assurance that 

someone knows what needs to be done, how to do it, and is here to keep us safe.  And yet, Jesus is not speaking of 

isolation in this parable.  He is not inviting his hearers to shelter in place, hiding from the world, cocooned from 

dangers.  "I am the gate," he says, "If anyone comes in by me, they will be safe, and will go in and out and find 

pasture." Jesus is not suggesting he is a barricade – with the lock set, and a select few safe behind it.  Rather, he is an 

open door, a gate swinging wide, with those who hear his voice traveling through the gate actively finding both 

shelter and green pasture. 

In the Revelation to John, the image of an open door appears again, to the church in Philadelphia, “I have set 

before you an open door,” and again John writes in chapter 4, verse 1, "I looked, and lo, in heaven an open door!" 

If we take this image of an open gate, not of a barricaded fort, we can look at this saying of Jesus in the context of 

the narrative on John's gospel.  In chapter 9, just before this parable, there is a healing story and a controversy story 

wrapped together.  Jesus and his disciples are walking and they see a man blind from birth.  The disciples ask Jesus a 

theological question – ”Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" 

Notice – there is no empathy expressed for the man himself.  Just a question of right religious belief.  If we know why 

this man suffers, perhaps we will have the key to keeping suffering at bay in our own lives.  Jesus brushes aside their 

callous theological wonderings, and says no one sinned.  I am the light of the world.  Watch me. 

And then he spits on the ground, smears mud on the man's eyes tells him to go wash in the pool of Siloam.  The man 

follows the directions of Jesus, and his sight is restored.  And that’s when the trouble breaks out.  Neighbors interrogate 

him; the religious leaders question the timing; his parents are dragged into the investigation.  And at no point does 

anyone express any joy or gratitude for the healing of this man's blindness.  Eventually, Jesus meets up with the man 

who expresses his faith in Jesus and worships him.  Worships him... 

Remember back to Jesus's conversation with the Samaritan woman at the well in the fourth chapter of John?  The 

two speak of holy places, where it is appropriate to worship God.  And Jesus says to her, “But the time is coming – 

indeed, it’s here already! – when true worshippers will worship the father in spirit and in truth.  Yes; that’s the kind of 

worshippers the father is looking for.  God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.’ And 

now Jesus heals the man born blind on Sabbath day and the man responds by worshiping him. 

Jesus is an open door to a new understanding of sanctuary, not on Mount Gerizim, nor in Jerusalem, but in the 

presence of Jesus.  Jesus is the way to a new open community, worshipping in Spirit and truth.  It's a community which 

welcomes Samaritans, and centurions, which has a place, for folks born blind, for doubters like Thomas, for Pharisees 

like Nicodemus, for the flawed like Peter, for Mary and Martha, for even Judas.  Jesus is an open door to abundant life 

"I came so that they could have life – yes, and have it full to overflowing." Or as the prologue to John's gospel puts it, 

"In him was life, and the life was the light of all."  A life full to overflowing, 

Abundant.  This idea builds on the foundational story of liberation and provision in Exodus, the gift of manna in the 

wilderness.  And John gives us a glimpse of that abundance in the feeding of the 5,000, where the excess food is 

gathered up, 12 baskets that abounded.  Jesus is an open gate from scarcity to abundance to life beyond our 

imagining.  The image of abundant life, life full to overflowing is connected to the idea "eternal life."  In John's gospel, 

it's "life for the ages" or "life that can last." 

Sunday Worship Notes 
 OPEN GATES, ABUNDANT LIFE, COMMUNITIES OF GRACE  

 Scripture Readings: Acts 2:42-47, Psalm 23, John 10:1-10 



 

 

It is much richer than a strictly narrow idea of some sort of life after death.  For the gospel writer, eternal life is to know 

God (John 17:3).  It is an already present relationship, here on earth, in the middle of all the messiness that is human 

existence.  It is not primarily life after death, but rather a deeper, abundant life – a quality of life that extends beyond 

death, yes, but one rooted in the here and now.  Jesus as the open gate, as the good shepherd, is opening up this 

abundant way of living – full of joy and gratitude, of welcome and grace. 

We catch a glimpse of what that might look like in our reading from Acts this morning.  We are given a picture of 

sacred abundance, of those early followers of Jesus, who were known as people of the Way.  We see their dreams of 

community and how those understandings of abundance radically reoriented their reality.  They were living in 

disruptive times.  Some of them far from their villages and homes.  Their teacher gone.  Their future uncertain.  Things 

were no longer the way they used to be.  And they took of the task of creating a new community in faith formation 

through the teaching of the apostles, AND through their devotion to their common life.  That's the Greek word, 

koinonia.  We see what that koinonia looks like: as no one among them was in need, as they worshiped in the temple 

together, as they share meals with one another.  It is a community built upon generosity, a generous spirit in keeping 

with the life and ministry of Jesus. 

Can we receive this time in which we're living, when most doors we see are closed, as an invitation to reimagine what 

role the church has to create open gateways to abundant living? 

Our lives are opening up in digital ways, a strange, new world, which feels both odd and reassuring at the same time.  

We are being the church in the digital square – with morning and evening prayers, with small group studies, video 

worship services, with texting and video calls, with an opening up of our own spiritual lives to our friends and 

neighbors.  What new things are being created through these newly opened gates?  How might the church be 

changed – opened up, renewed, empowered, through this valley in which we are walking? 

Back in March, on the second Sunday of the Stay Home, Stay Healthy order, we reflected together on Psalm 23, those 

beloved words and images of the Good Shepherd.  Today we heard the psalm again, providing comfort as it always 

does.  This past week I found a re-writing of the psalm for these days of pandemic by Alice Watson, a Deacon in the 

Church of England.  I offer them to you as an example of how we can enter into a time of reflection and creativity 

even as we stay safe behind closed doors. 

The Lord is my key worker,  

I shall not want for essential supplies.   

He makes me lie down in clean pastures;  

with beds scrubbed,  

protected eyes smiling;  

She leads me beside still waters, down  

empty rainbow’d streets;  

They restores my dignity, and my soul.   

Even though I walk, sit, am wheeled  

through the darkest valley,  

I fear no evil of abandonment or complacency 

for you are with me; 

your truck, and your mop, and your  

gloved hand – they comfort me.   

You prepare a takeaway box before me  

in the presence of those who  

disparage you;  

you anoint my head with a fresh  

shampoo, my body with new sewn scrubs;  

my cup overflows.   

Surely goodness and mercy shall  

follow me all the days of my life  

and I shall dwell in the warehouse, in  

the care home, in the hospice of the  

Lord my whole life long. 

This week you and I will come face to face with the 

Good Shepherd though we may not recognize 

them. We will encounter Christ the gate, the open 

door, though we, like the man born blind, with mud 

spread across his eyes may not see the gate 

swinging open at first. 

May the creative spirit of God blow through our 

lives this week, opening hearts, minds, and doors. 

 

Rev. Nancy Gowler 

3 May 2020 



 

 

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor Nancy Gowler 

623 - 9th Avenue SW 

P.O. Box 516 

Puyallup, WA 98371 

253.845.6232 

Return Service Requested 

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

 Let’s stay together 

Morning Prayers:  9:15 am M-F (Facebook Live) 

Start your day centered in prayer and poem.  Pastor 

Nancy leads a short time of scripture and reflection on 

Facebook Live.  You can view Morning Prayer videos  

any time on the FCC Facebook page:  facebook.com/

FCCPuyallup, and the church website:  

fccpuyallup.com/morning-prayers. 

Evening Prayers:  8 pm T & Th (Zoom) 
End the day checking in with friendly faces, considering 

where you are grateful, recognizing for what you hold 

concerns, and share requests for prayer.  Pastor Nancy 

hosts this time of coming together to reflect on the day 

and to end it with scripture and prayer. 

Stay Home-Stay Healthy Updates 

We continue to monitor the governor’s directives concerning the stay at home order 

and the announced phases for reopening our state. We will make informed decisions 

based upon the recommendations of public health officials and best practices for faith 

communities. 

 

At this time we do not have a proposed date for in-person gatherings.  Consider joining 

one of the online gathering options available. If you need assistance accessing these 

virtual gatherings, please contact us and we will work with you. 

 

Be well. 

Be kind. 

Be the church where you are. 

Learning Circle:  9:30 am Sundays (Zoom) 
The adult Learning Circle meets at 9:30 am on Zoom during the 

Stay Home Stay Healthy order.  The Learning Circle is currently 

reading and discussing The Heart of Christianity: Rediscovering 

a Life of Faith by Marcus Borg.  

Interactive Online Worship:  Sundays  
(www.fccpuyallup.com/sermons) 

Even before the stay home order, out of abundance of 

caution and love of neighbor during the COVID-19 pandemic, 

FCC worship took on a new look.  Curated services of videos, 

scripture, prayer, and music bring focus to the lectionary cycle. 

Services are available starting at 7 am on Sundays and remain 

on the site for convenient worshiping at any time. 


