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Regional Minister Changing Zip Codes 

Dear Northwest Family, 

When we gave up our physical office in 2010 we intentionally proclaimed that the Regional Office is not 

a physical place, but is wherever we are doing ministry. Further, we believed that the regional staff can 

not only function but be even more responsive by working from our homes or remotely when traveling. 

This has proved to be true and has allowed us to function with great flexibility and creativity at a 

tremendous cost saving to the region. 

Now, in 2015 we are taking this to another level. Sometime during the summer or fall Tom and I will be 

moving to Spokane. This move is at the request of his employer, Premera Blue Cross. They have 

wanted him to be in Spokane for several years now but we have resisted until our youngest child, John, 

graduates from high school and moves off to college. John graduates in June and will head off to the 

University of Pittsburgh in August, leaving us empty-nesters. 

How will this all work? I will continue to serve as Regional Minister and work from my home. Home will 

just be in a different place! I expect I will need to be in the Seattle/West side area regularly based on the 

number of churches and will continue to meet face to face with staff at least once/month. I have been in conversation with the 

staff about this possibility for a while and we believe it can work well. Amber and I have already perfected our ability to coordinate 

work projects remotely through email, phone calls, texts, and video conferencing and I regularly check in with our part-time staff 

through virtual rather than face-to-face avenues. Because our accounting functions are now being served through Treasury 

Services in Indianapolis, we have reduced the need for staff to meet face to face to approve bills and sign checks. All of this leads 

us to believe that this move will not hinder in any way my ability to serve the region in healthy and creative ways. 

Even more, in the spirit of an openness to trying something new, I think it will be good for us as Region to experience the regional 

minister as based in a different location yet continuing to serve the entire region. This is yet another reminder that we are a 

Community of Communities, building true community together and that we are “region” whenever and wherever ministry is 

happening in our congregations. 

My email, telephone, and regional mailing address will remain the same. I welcome your comments, questions, and feedback as 

we move to make this transition. 

 

Blessings, 

Sandy 
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One of the many traits that make the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

unique is the way we relate between 

congregation, region, general ministries, 

and the General Assembly.  You can 

learn more about these relationships at 

the 2015 General Assembly of the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in 

Columbus, Ohio, July 18-22.  

It is at the assembly that representatives 

of our self-governed congregations (one 

expression of Church) learn what the 

self-governed general ministries are 

General Assembly:  Understanding one Church, three expressions 

Birthday, anniversary, or baptism dates not listed?  Let us know!   

Contact the church office or email webmaster@fccpuyallup.com.  

 march birthdays 
 

  1 ........................................ Bob Crabb 

  1 ................................ Darelee Phillips 

  2 .................................... Isaac Mertes 

  2 ..................................... Fred Docker 

  4 .................................... Jared Patton 

  6 ....................................... Mia Stroud 

  7 ................................... Chas Duckett 

  8 ............................. David Cieszynski 

  8 .................................. Elliot Forslund 

  8 ..................................... Peggy Stack 

  9 ......................................... Kelli Kays 

  9 ..................................... Thom Crabb 

10 ............................ Stephen Freeman 

11 .............................. Gretchen Mertes 

12 ................................. Brent Goddard 

22 ...................................... Paul Cheek 

22 ................................... Lisa Peterson 

25 .................................. Jeanne Crabb 

25 ................................ Colleen O’Brien 

26 ................................. Barbara Stroud 

31 ................................... Phyllis Snider 

anniversaries 
18 ........................ Karrie & Mike Cheek 

30 ....................... Robin & Thom Crabb 

 
 

remember your baptism 

March 12, 1987 .......... Bonnie Goddard 

March 12, 1987 .............. Ron Goddard 

March 19, 1989 ....... Stephen Freeman 

March 25, 1956 .......... Nancy Freeman 

March 25, 1956 ........... Dorothy Davies 

March 26, 1967 ........ Sherman Squires 

doing on their behalf.  The assembly 

also offers accountability for those 

ministries.  And those people gathered 

for the General Assembly can speak 

back to (not for) the congregations and 

the third expression, regions, with the 

items discussed during business 

sessions.  

All is done in covenant and mutual 

accountability, unlike more top-down 

structures.  Beginning in late April, 

business items will be available to read 

on the website – www.ga.disciples.org – 

where you also can register online.  

mailto:webmaster@fccpuyallup.com?subject=Birthdays,%20Anniversaries,%20Baptisms


 

 

Did you 
know? 

B L E S S  D R E AM  S H AR E  

...called by God to live as a blessing... 

WWW.FCCPUYALLUP.COM 

PAGE 3 

The  Seattle University 

School of Theology and 

Ministry (STM) was formed 

with an intentional 

ecumenical focus.  Disciples 

of Christ have been involved 

with the school as official 

partners since its inception. 

The school maintains 

representations with over 17 

religious traditions, including 

Jewish and Muslim 

relationships. 

The Disciples Seminary 

Foundation works with 

Disciples students enrolled 

at STM to help offset the 

high costs of seminary 

education. Today Disciples 

students are studying for 

ministry at STM in a diverse 

and rich context, preparing 

a new generation of church 

leaders to work across 

divides to bring hope and 

healing to the world. 

To learn more about STM 

visit  www.seattleu.edu/stm/.  

To learn how you can 

support Disciples seminary 

students visit www.dsf.edu. 

  

Spring Quarter on Thursdays, from April 2-June 4, 2015, you are invited to register and audit 

"Literature from Around the World" with Rev. Dr. Michael Kinnamon.  Enjoy learning about 

other cultures and read great literature through this special course.  Dr. Michael Kinnamon 

will involve students in exciting discussions of novels, short stories, and poetry from Africa, 

the Middle East, the Indian sub-continent, China, Japan, and the Caribbean. 

Auditors of all ages are welcome, all you need is a love of reading and willingness to engage 

in stimulating conversations with persons of other backgrounds.  

The Rev. Dr. Michael Kinnamon, an internationally-recognized scholar and 

leader in the ecumenical movement, is the Spehar-Halligan Visiting Professor 

of Ecumenical Collaboration in Interreligious Dialogue at Seattle University's 

School of Theology and Ministry. He is the immediate-past General Secretary 

of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA and has also served 

as General Secretary of the Consultation on Church Union and as Executive 

Secretary of the World Council of Churches' Commission on Faith and Order. 

Dr. Kinnamon has been a seminary professor for more than 25 years, also serving as Dean 

of Lexington Theological Seminary from 1988-98.  He has lectured and preached on 

ecumenical themes across the U.S. and in numerous countries overseas, especially in India 

and the Middle East. Dr. Kinnamon's Ph.D. is from the University of Chicago Divinity School 

(1980) in the field of Religion and Literature.  He has been named the Divinity School's 

Alumnus of the Year for 2013.  He holds ordained ministerial standing in the Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ). 

Contact Colette Casavant for more information or to register to audit Dr. Kinnamon’s course 

at casavant@seattleu.edu or 206-296-5333. 

School of Theology and Ministry at Seattle 
University offers audit option in Spring 

Ecumenical partnership on climate change 
Throughout American history, people of faith have been at the forefront in 

addressing the greatest injustices of any era, transforming hearts, minds, and 

the course of our country. Today, religious communities are called to bring 

leadership to a new moral challenge—climate change.  

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) through the ministry of Green Chalice has formally 

entered into a partnership with Blessed Tomorrow in order to join with the ecumenical 

community to address climate change. 

Blessed Tomorrow is a coalition of diverse religious partners united under a call to serve as 

faithful stewards of creation.  By joining Blessed Tomorrow, we have committed to work 

together across different faith traditions to express our thanks for God's earth and to engage 

our congregations and communities in leading on climate change. 

Rev. Scott Hardin-Nieri is the new Associate Minister for Green Chalice.  He has joined Rev. 

Carol Devine to coordinate the partnership with Blessed Tomorrow. Hardin-Nieri  

lives in Asheville, NC. He and his family finished a stint last year  

in Costa Rica where they served as Global Ministry  

Volunteers in a vulnerable cloud forest  

in Monteverde. 

mailto:casavant@seattleu.edu
tel:206-296-5333
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jtcpD_n7vhzO-Box6PdbDKutRRqUvi8ROysWGvvpzC4njMmRFeYk03iBZYQllqy8hFfmcENWJQryGuXBQK38ZVORpPJr_jRUP94AHH_6nyc7fevUPS_3u6yiN-9c3GftCuu_qk2jpAOy-Zy74Or3VU3QD_QtHMopFj9AXpEXyg9Y2vrRBV4Ixd_J1O7tHeDfqmje7iZaufBzwjSTa2u6ay_C1j51qPBswk9W
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jtcpD_n7vhzO-Box6PdbDKutRRqUvi8ROysWGvvpzC4njMmRFeYk05AjtQmbE0whe9vsIJI8ICgATTYDFGQaf15nx93AOhC30qYJb89-fCcNbzhFvjLfdnUUpNbuUlM2t7GspVbBOzA-tcoUu5Gu-WY9276Xa2TLfYCnuVeZa2VjNufWNMbknEdYTTJsrmAtpC5Rq38zHGZ2c1DdoVjZOZiaijsmYqMS&c=c


 

 

GREEN 

CHALICE CONGREGATION 

Worship ______  11am Oct-May 

  _____________ 10am Jun-Sep 

Sun Studies __ 9:45am Oct-May 

  _______________  off Jun-Sep 

253.845.6232 

  

www.fccpuyallup.com 

Life of the Church 

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor Nancy Gowler Johnson 

623 - 9th Avenue SW 

P.O. Box 516 

Puyallup, WA  98371 

253.845.6232 

Return Service Requested 

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

Sunday Learning Circle ............. 9:30 am 

Sunday Adult Study ................... 9:45 am 

Sunday Worship Service .............. 11 am 

Sunday Lenten Study Group ... 12:30 pm 

 Church Library 

Sunday Lenten Study Group .......... 5 pm 

 Powerhouse Brewery 

Puyallup Comm. Band ........ Tues. - 7 pm 

Back Row Broads study .... Wed. - 10 am 

Freezing Nights overflow ... Thurs. - 7 pm 

Freezing Nights host ............... Fri. - 7 pm 
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Visit our official online calendar at www.fccpuyallup.com/calendar  

for changes and updates or sign up for weekly e-mail memos in the church foyer. 

3 .................. Book Club gathering - 7 pm 

5 ....... Faith Formation Team mtg. - 7 pm 

 Bar Bistro 

8 ................... Diaconate mtg. - 12:30 pm 

10 ..........................P.A.T. mtg. - 5:30 pm 

14 .............. FN Coordinator mtg. - 10 am 

19 ......................... Elders mtg. - 6:30 pm 

 Pastor Nancy’s home 

21 ....... Murder Mystery Dinner - 5:30 pm 

25 .............................Council mtg. - 1 pm 

29 ................... FCC Faith Connections &  

    Conversations (5
th
 Sunday) - 12:30 pm 

Betting on Death 


