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...CALLED BY GOD TO LIVE

First Christian

Chimes
Reimagining Lent

From self-denial to finding oneself in God

In the early Christian tradition the 40 days of Lent
leading up to the celebration of Easter was a period
of instruction for individuals preparing for baptism
during the Great Easter Vigil. Baptized Christians
would observe the 40 days with a focus on the
spiritual practices of fasting, praying and almsgiving.
Lenten spirituality is much more than simply “giving
up” something for Lent, be it chocolate, coffee or
internet. When we fast from the things that have
gained importance in our life, there is a possibility
that we can open up to the presence of God around
us. The journey of Lent invites us to discover the
richness of our faith, a faith formed by the totality of
Jesus’ life, ministry, death and resurrection.
Whether you’re giving up something for Lent or
intentionally taking up a new spiritual practice, may
the season of Lent be a time of discovery and growth
in your faith journey.

Lent begins March 5th

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

Join us for a pre-Lent Feast!
March 4th at 6 pm

Shrove Tuesday has its roots in the British Isles as a
variation of the Mardi Gras celebrations. In church
tradition Shrove Tuesday was a time to use up those
items in the pantry that were off limits because of
fasting during the season of Lent. Richer foods that
contained fat, as well as butter and eggs, were excluded
from meals during Lent. Rather than let perishable items
go to waste, people came together to enjoy the festivities.
In England pancake races are an annual tradition.
Contestants, who all must wear an apron and scarf, run
the race while flipping a pancake in a frying pan.
Here in Puyallup, pancakes will be on the menu on
Tuesday, March 4th from 6-8 pm. Bring a friend or
two, and enjoy the fun of Shrove Tuesday!
To contribute ingredients to the pancake supper,
contact Kelli Kays or the church office.

Ash Wednesday Worship Service
for you are dust, and to dust you shall return. ~Gen. 3:19
Wednesday, March 5th at 6:30 pm
Ash Wednesday marks the first day of Lent. We will gather to
begin a season of deepening spirituality; shedding things
which get in the way of our seeing God's nearness, picking up
practices which will enable awareness of God's closeness, and
embracing the mystery of the journey to the dark place of
Good Friday and the bright joy of Easter.
Our Ash Wednesday service will include imposition of ashes,
holy communion, and stations of reflection focusing on some
primary elements of Lent: lamentation, confession, penitence,
anointing, service, and grace.

Enter the mystery of Lent on Ash Wednesday.
Wednesday, March 5th at 6:30 pm.
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2014 Lenten Pub Conversations
Sundays through Lent (March 9 - April 13) at 6 pm
Anthem Beverages & Bistro (Coffee & Tea), 210 West Pioneer
Over the six weeks of Lent we’ll gather each Sunday evening
to wrestle with questions around the cross,
Jesus, and our understandings of how Jesus saves.


What happened when Jesus died?



Does forgiveness require someone to suffer?



Does God require a blood sacrifice to be appeased?



What does it mean to say Jesus died for our sins?



Is the cross a revelation of the extent of God’s love for all creation?



Or, did Jesus die on the cross for provoking the powers that be?

We’ll explore the ways in which Christians have answered these questions
and how we can faithfully consider them in our own time.
Space is limited, so sign up in the narthex,
through the church office, or via email or Facebook.
A sabbatical offers extended time for a minister to rest, renew
and grow. With roots in the biblical idea of Sabbath-keeping,
congregations are recognizing that regular sabbatical leave for
ministers is an integral part of vibrant church ministries.
In 2007 through the generous funding of the Lilly Endowment
for Clergy Renewal, First Christian Church provided a
sabbatical for Pastor Nancy near the end of her seventh year
with us. In addition to family time and rest, Pastor Nancy
explored Celtic Christianity, storytelling and worship, with the
Iona Community in Scotland and Northumbrian Community in
England. At the same time our church launched our first Week
in Mission event, opening up our grounds to the neighborhood
with an outdoor labyrinth and prayer stations.

Planning for
Sabbatical
Renewal Time

Pastor’s Sabbatical leave set
for August 3-November 3, 2014

Hard to believe it’s been seven years, yet 2014 sabbatical
plans are underway. Without outside grant funding, Pastor
Nancy’s travel plans will be modest, spending time with family
and taking time for rest. Congregations and the arts will be
her area of interest, focusing on the relationship of the arts to
worship, preaching, faith formation and community ministries.
While she is away, our church will benefit from the pastoral
leadership of Rev. Doug Dornhecker of Olympia.
The Sabbatical Planning Team (Robin Crabb, Bill Robey, Ray
Smith and Katie Sutliff) are working with Pastor Nancy and the
Council to develop goals for both the congregation and our
pastor for the sabbatical leave. Look for more information as
the planning continues.
The Chimes
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Life of the Church in March
Sunday Studies .................................................... 9:45 am
Sunday Worship ...................................................... 11 am
Lenten Pub Conversations ....................... Sundays - 6 pm
Anthem Beverage & Bistro (Coffee & Tea) 210 W Pioneer
Puyallup Valley Band rehearsals ............ Tuesdays - 5 pm
Women’s Study (BRB) .................... Wednesdays - 10 am
Freezing Nights .......................................... Fridays - 7 pm
4 ........................ Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner - 6 pm
4 ..................................... Book Club discussion - 7:30 pm
5 ................................... Ash Wednesday, first day of Lent
5 .................. Ash Wednesday Worship Service - 6:30 pm
6 ............................. Joint Trustee/Council meeting - noon

6 ............................................ Council meeting - 12:30 pm
8 .................................. Sanctuary reserved - 10 am-4 pm
8 .................................. FN Coordinators meeting - 10 am
9 ...... Daylight Saving Time begins - Clocks ahead 1 hour
9 ....................................................... Lenten Study begins
12 ........Puyallup Advocates & Transport. (PAT) - 5:30 pm
13 ............ Elders meeting at Pastor Nancy’s home - 6 pm
14-16 ................................. NWRCC Youth Winter Retreat
17 ......................................................... Saint Patrick’s Day
15 .......................................... Lunch with a Friend - 10 am
Peace Lutheran Church - 214 E Pioneer
22 .............. Men’s Group breakfast & conversation - 9 am
30 ......................................... SW District Gathering - 3 pm

Get updates at www.fccpuyallup.com/calendar or sign up for weekly emails in the foyer.

march birthdays
1........................................ Bob Crabb
2.....................................Isaac Mertes
1................................ Darelee Phillips
2..................................... Fred Docker
4..................................... Jared Patton
6........................................ Mia Stroud
7....................................Chas Duckett
8.............................. David Cieszynski
8.................................. Elliot Forslund
8..................................... Peggy Stack
9......................................... Kelli Kays

anniversaries
9 .................................... Thom Crabb
10 ............................Stephen Freeman
11 ..............................Gretchen Mertes
12 ................................. Brent Goddard
22 ...................................... Paul Cheek
22 .................................. Lisa Peterson
25 .................................. Jeanne Crabb
25 ............................... Colleen O’Brien
26 ................................ Barbara Stroud
31 ...................................Phyllis Snider

18 ....................... Karrie & Mike Cheek
30 ...................... Robin & Thom Crabb

remember your baptism
March 12, 1987 ......... Bonnie Goddard
March 12, 1987 .............. Ron Goddard
March 19, 1989 .......Stephen Freeman
March 25, 1956 .......... Nancy Freeman
March 25, 1956 ........... Dorothy Davies
March 26, 1967 ........Sherman Squires

Birthday, anniversary, or baptism dates not listed? Let us know!
Contact the church office or email webmaster@fccpuyallup.com.
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New Ministry Evolves

Puyallup Advocates and Transportation (PAT) extends current ministries
Working with homeless adults in the Freezing Nights
program and during the summer at The Hangout brought
volunteers to the realization that permanent shelter is one
step in the process of helping individuals out of
homelessness. Several volunteers felt the desire to do
more.
From that desire to help, Puyallup Advocates and
Transportation (PAT) was formed. The ministry
provides much needed transportation to appointments
such as medical visits, Department of Social and Health
Services
consultations, Social
Security Office
appointments, searches for housing options, and trips to
the pharmacy or grocery store. Volunteers also provide
support and advocacy, if needed, at these appointments.

The ministry of PAT fills in a gap between social services
and individuals needing additional assistance. Currently
PAT volunteers are providing assistance by
●

transporting one individual twice a week to
treatment appointments,

●

driving a veteran to appointments at the American
Lake Veterans Health facility,

●

assisting individuals in obtaining an ID card,

●

helping an individual find affordable housing
(moving in March 1)

To learn more about this growing ministry or how you
can help support its work, please contact Bonnie
Goddard, Terry Forslund ,or the church office.

3X3 GROUPS

3 FAMILIES/3 MONTHS/3 ACTIVITIES
Three by Three groups are made up of
individuals, couples, and/or families. Each
3x3 group chooses a monthly activity to do
together. Dinner, bowling, attending a
baseball game, volunteering at the Food
Bank, or a movie night are only a few of the
possibilities. It’s a great way to get to know
other folks in the church!
Sign up in the narthex or church office.
The Chimes
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Volunteer Spotlight
Heartfelt thanks as Property Chair
& right-hand man step down
Since mid-2010, Property Chairperson Nancy Freeman
has reigned supreme over all things grounds and
maintenance at First Christian Church. Bringing with
her a can-do attitude and a vision of plentiful
resources, Nancy and her faithful helper, her husband
Pete, have overseen project after large project
enhancing the grounds, building and stewardship of
FCC’s resources.
In just three and a half years Nancy brought about the
replacement of all the windows in the sanctuary,
narthex, parlor, and offices; painting of the church
building, garage, and parking shed exteriors; gutters on
the garage, shed, and parsonage; replacement of all
windows in the previously moist and drafty parsonage;
duct and attic insulation at the parsonage; parking lot
resurfacing; the replacement or upgrade of every light
fixture or bulb inside and outside the facility for energy
savings; painting of the sanctuary, parlor, narthex,
offices, and hallway (and that’s a long hallway),
partnering in the oversight of Fair Parking… in addition
to coordinating the grounds upkeep, along with
machine and building maintenance on a weekly basis.

FCC’S BOOK CLUB
FCC’S BOOK CLUB
meets at 7 pm on the first Tuesday each
month—except—this
month,
they’ll
meets
the first Tuesday
eachwhen
month
at 7.
defer
one week
readers
can enjoy
the
This
month,
they’llsojoin
the Shrove
Tuesday
Shrove
pancake
pancake feast
at Tuesday
6 pm before
theirfeast.
conversation.

Join the conversation on The Book Thief by
Join
the fun and fellowship as Book Clubbers
Markus Zusak on Tuesday, March 4th at 6:30
chat about The Book Thief by Markus Zusak
pm at Bruno’s European thRestaurant.
on Tuesday, March 4 at 7 pm.

Nancy has fulfilled all of these important projects with
smiles and efficiency, and always with the Guiding
Vision of FCC in mind.
After so much hard work on behalf of their beloved
church, Nancy and Pete have decided to retire for real,
and enjoy traveling and family time, as well they
should! The congregation sends wishes of bon voyage
and great cheers of thanks to them as they depart this
post, but never fear, the Freemans will be around and
about in other capacities.
Pete continues to be a faithful greeter on the Worship
Team, and Nancy participates on Sundays by lending
her voice to lead our singing from time to time. No
doubt there will be many more church projects in their
future. In the meantime, be sure to thank them both for
their strong presence in the life of our church!

Thank You!
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Taking Up for Lent

Lent is a season of rethinking habits—giving up & taking up
[…] I am beginning to think about what I might do this year [for Lent]. I heard recently of a campaign run by an
organisation called Stewardship, which is called “40 Acts, Give Out—Not Up.” The idea is that rather than giving up
something for Lent, you do something positive instead, and in particular do something generous on a regular basis. The
idea is that on each of the 40 days of Lent you do something out of the ordinary, something generous—giving something
away to others, whether it is time, money, gifts, etc. It struck me that this was a good idea for a number of reasons.
First, the great tradition of building character through
virtue rooted in Aristotle and given strong Christian
colouring by Aquinas and in recent times Stanley
Hauerwas and others, suggests with reason that good
character is built up by regularly practising certain acts.
So for example, becoming a generous person requires
repeated acts of generosity, so that it becomes a habit.
This way it becomes something which is easier to do than
not to do. The goal of Christian behaviour is not to
perform the occasional heroic generous act, which is
difficult and out of the ordinary, but to become the kind
of person who naturally, almost without thinking about it,
does generous things. This is the impression you get of
Jesus. He doesn’t look like he is making some mental
calculation all the time to give his time, energy and life
for those who need it. These are natural acts that come out
the person that he is. For us, generosity is nurtured by a
blend of meditation on the generosity of God and creation
and in Christ, and the experience of the overflowing love
of God poured out through the Holy Spirit, and then
[through] repeated acts of generosity in response to this,
which embed the practice as a habit or virtue in our lives.

02/02 *General Fund .............................. $1058.31
02/09 *General Fund .............................. $9269.86
02/16 *General Fund .............................. $ 837.00
Homeless Ministries ..................... $ 100.00
Week of Compassion Offering ..... $ 225.00
02/23 *General Fund .............................. $3043.73
Week of Compassion Offering ..... $ 135.00
*To meet 2014’s budgeted General Offering income,
weekly General Fund giving must average $1346.15.

This also struck me as a good idea because generosity is
perhaps one of the major qualities which speaks of the
nature of God in contemporary life. We live in a deeply
acquisitive culture. In other words, we are told again and
again that life is about acquiring things, buying objects,
getting as many gadgets and toys as we can to fill our
homes, lives and time, and earning enough money to
satisfy every whim or desire. Generosity as a virtue runs
counter to all of that because it tells us that true life is
about giving things away, rather than about acquiring
them. To that extent, it mirrors the very nature of God
the great Giver, who gives us the gift of Christ, the gift of
the Holy Spirit, and our daily bread day by day. So
perhaps this is one of the most counter-cultural Christian
virtues of them of all and something which we need to
learn more of. For that reason I think it is a pretty good
plan. I still might give up something, but I will at least
have a go at generosity this year.
—Lenten Generosity by Graham Tomlin,
http://grahamtomlin.blogspot.com/
The Chimes
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First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)
623 - 9th Ave. SW
P.O. Box 516
Puyallup, WA 98371
(253) 845-6232

Return Service Requested

Together by Grace
Regional Assembly—May 16-18, 2014, Kennewick, WA
As part of celebrating our life together as the Northwest Regional Christian
Church and our participation in the wider church community known as the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), the Assembly Planning Team will
bring to us a special group of speakers from across the Church. Make
your plans, book your lodging and watch for registration material coming
soon! The team is excited for you to meet Rev. Dr. Michael Kinnamon,
Rev. Jose Morales, Jr. and Cherilyn Williams.
FCC Puyallup congregants are encouraged to plan on attending and
seeing a bit of what makes the wider community of Disciples tick. Speak
with Pastor Nancy to find out more.

Nominating season is almost here!

Time to consider gifts, skills, and calling… Opportunities to serve are coming
Each Spring, a Nominating Team is comprised, ending terms and
opening positions are considered, and a prayerful process begins.
If you feel called to hear more about any of these servant
leadership roles or to be a member of the Nominating Team, please
contact a member of the FCC Council (Pastor Nancy, JoAnne
Fowler, Connie Robey, Ray Smith, Carole Stewart, Robin Crabb).
Nominating Team (3)
Property Chairperson (1)
Elder (3)
visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

Diaconate/Hospitality (2)
Trustee (1)
Financial Recording Team (1)

