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Making a Difference in a Child’s Life
BIRTHDAY GIFTS & SUPPLIES WILL BE COLLECTED

ALL THROUGH

MARCH

Helping Hand House originated in 1984 when a Puyallup
woman was challenged by her pastor to do something to
help homeless families in her community. Today Helping
Hand House is a family homeless shelter with 42 housing
units spanning numerous HHH programs which tackle
issues including homelessness prevention, emergency
housing, transitional housing, permanent supportive
housing, employment, and women’s issues through
Women in Nature (WIN). The goal of all of HHH’s
programs is family stability and self-reliance.

Cake & Party Supplies:
Donate a certificate for a
cake (Pioneer Bakery, Top,
Safeway, etc.) or contact
HHH to bake and decorate
a cake. Give birthday gift
wrap, gift bags, bows,
cards, paper plates, napkins, party hats, noise-makers and indoor decorations.

Homelessness can be a societal stigma and stressful to
every family member. Not only are parents under
pressure to house, feed and pay bills, kids often take on
the burden of homelessness as well, through peer teasing,
guilt or shame. One way HHH supports and nurtures
their families is to make sure each child knows they are
special and cared about. Every child under the HHH
umbrella is treated with a cake and gifts on their birthday.

Gifts for children: Brand
new, unwrapped toys or
books for kids ages 1-17.
(Please include batteries if
applicable.) Gifts for all
ages are important; teens often slip through the cracks.

Throughout the month of March, FCC Puyallup will
hold a Birthday Drive to support the works of Helping
Hand House. Birthday gifts and birthday supplies for
children 1 to 17 years of age will be collected from
March 1st through 31st and may be left in the narthex
or church office.

SOME SUGGESTED DONATION ITEMS ARE:

Gift Cards: Teenagers love gift cards to purchase their
own gifts. Consider gift cards from Old Navy, The Gap,
Target, Wal-Mart, Zumiez, Subway, McDonald’s, or
Regal Cinema.
Handmade Birthday Cards: Make handmade children’s
birthday cards. Consider a small group or family project.
Monetary Donations: HHH will shop for you if you
donate cash designated for their birthday program,
allowing gifts to be tailored to an individual child.
visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

Marking Lent
WORSHIP, STUDY, GENEROSITY, FASTING AND PRAYER HELP KEEP TIME DURING SEASON OF LENT

Lenten Pub Conversations
Sundays @ 6:30 pm
Crockett’s Public House
118 East Stewart
Using Peter Rollins’ book, The Orthodox Heretic, each week we will
explore the power of stories to provoke, challenge, inspire and
transform us. For those unable to attend Sunday evenings, a
Sunday morning adult forum is also reading the book.
Contented Fisherman
A rich industrialist from the North was horrified to find a fisherman
from the South laying lazily beside his boat, smoking a pipe.
"Why aren't you out fishing?" said the industrialist.
"Because I have caught enough fish for the day," said the
fisherman.
"Why don't you catch some more?"

Lenten Vespers
An excerpt from evening prayers
—from Celtic Daily Prayer: Prayers and Readings from
the Northumbria Community
May God be in my sleep;

"What would I do with them?"

may Christ be in my dreams.

"You could earn more money" was the reply. "With that you could
have a motor fixed to your boat and go into deeper waters and
catch more fish.

May the Spirit be in my repose,

"Then you would make enough to buy nylon nets. These would
bring you more fish and more money. Soon you would have
enough money to own two boats . . .maybe even a fleet of boats.
Then you would be a rich man like me."

may the Sacred Three dwell.

"What would I do then?"

through each slumber

"Then you could really enjoy life."
"What do you think I am doing right now?"
—from Seven More Parables! by Peter Rollins

in my thoughts, in my heart.
In my soul always
May the Father of heaven
have care of my soul,
God’s loving arm about my body,
and sleep of my life.
...The peace of all peace
be mine this night
in the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Looking for Jesus in all the Wrong Places
Pastor Nancy’s Lenten sermon series follows the stories of Jesus and the disciples in the gospels of
Mark and John. Join us as we explore the ways in which we, too, miss the presence of God.
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march birthdays

baptism dates

1 ......................................................... Bob Crabb
1 ................................................. Darelee Phillips
2 ...................................................... Fred Docker
4 ......................................................Jared Patton
6 ......................................................... Mia Stroud
7 .................................................... Chas Duckett
8 ................................................... Elliot Forslund
8 ...................................................... Peggy Stack
9 .......................................................... Kelli Kays
9 ...................................................... Thom Crabb
10 ............................................. Stephen Freeman
12 .................................................. Brent Goddard
21 ...................................................... Dorian Scott
22 ....................................................... Paul Cheek
22 .................................................... Lisa Peterson
25 ................................................... Jeanne Crabb
25 ................................................. Colleen O’Brien
26 ..................................................Barbara Stroud
27 ..................................................... Leanne Blyth
28 ......................................................... Larry Scott
31 .................................................... Phyllis Snider

March ??, 1931 .......................... Letha Flansburg
March 12, 1987 .......................... Bonnie Goddard
March 12, 1987 .............................. Ron Goddard
March 19, 1989 ....................... Stephen Freeman
March 25, 1956 .......................... Nancy Freeman
March 25, 1956 ........................... Dorothy Davies
March 26, 1967 ........................ Sherman Squires

anniversaries
18 ......................................... Karrie & Mike Cheek
30 ........................................ Robin & Thom Crabb

Life of the Church in March
Sunday Studies ..............................Sundays - 9:45 am
Worship Service ................................ Sundays - 11 am
Lenten Pub Conversations........ Sundays - 6:30 pm
Cub Scouts ......................................... Mondays - 6 pm
Puyallup Valley Community Band ..... Tuesdays - 5 pm
ARTG (at-risk youth) ........................... T, W, Th - 3 pm
Women’s Study (BRB) ............... Wednesdays - 10 am
Lenten Vespers ........................ Wednesdays - 6 pm
SO & SEW Study & Ministry .......... Thursdays - 10 am
Men’s Study ..................................... Thursdays - 7 pm
Freezing Nights ..................................... Fridays - 7 pm
Get updates at www.fccpuyallup.com/calendar
and sign up for e-mail memos in the narthex.
The Chimes

4 ............................Diaconate Meeting - after Worship
6 .................................... Book Club Discussion - 7 pm
11 ... Daylight Saving Time (clocks ahead 1 hr.) - 2 am
17 ....................................................... St. Patrick’s Day
17 ..................................... Lunch with a Friend - 10 am
Peace Lutheran Church, 214 E Pioneer
18 ................ Winter Frolic Chili Cook-off after Worship
18 ....... Friends in Fellowship (Singles 21+) - 12:30 pm
attending/supporting the Chili Cook-off
22 .................................................. Council reports due
24 ........... One Gathering in Four Places - 10 am-3 pm
Regional transformation event
29 ................................................. Newsletter print/mail
29 ....................................... Council meeting - 6:30 pm
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Week of Compassion at Work
FCC COLLECTS $375 TO SUPPORT DISASTER RELIEF, REFUGEE

AND DEVELOPMENT MINISTRIES

The survivors of the devastating 2010 Haiti
earthquake have a long road to travel in their
recovery. Yet it’s an especially difficult journey
for those trying to recover while coping with a
disability, such as Mireille Emerival.
Mireille is a mother of two boys. Confined to a
wheelchair years before the earthquake, she was
among the hundreds of disabled people whose
only assistance after the disaster came from
Church World Service. Our support of Week of
Compassion helps Mirielle and more than 600
other Haitians with disabilities have access to
small business grants, counseling, tools and other
help they need to make a new life.
Mirielle used a $75 grant to start a small business
selling candies and baked goods, earning income
to meet her family’s needs.
Your support of this critical offering endorses the
belief that all of us can lead a self-sufficient life.
Your gifts help individuals shine in the darkness
of the most dire hardships. With your generosity,
our congregation will continue to touch lives like
Mirielle’s. Thanks be to God, and thank you so
much!
Mireille Emerival was hurt eleven years ago when shot five times by home invaders. After the earthquake,
she was accepted to the Church World Service and Service Chretien d’Haiti programme on People with
Disabilities.
—from www.weekofcompassion.org
Photo by Maria Halava, ACT Alliance

REFUSE TO DO NOTHING
The kingdom of God is like...finding a pearl of great price
Northwest Regional Assembly
May 18-20, 2012
First Christian Church of Olympia
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Equal Exchange Coffee Helps Build a Better World
YOUR CUP OF COFFEE AT FCC HELPS SUPPORT SMALL FARMERS

AROUND THE WORLD

Spotlight on Nicaragua: Supporting Small Farmers as They Rebuild Their Country After Years of Civil War
Coffee farming has a long tradition in the Matagalpa and Jinotega departments of Nicaragua, dating back to the mid1800s. The region's humid tropical forest climate, rich volcanic soil, and lush
vegetation all contribute to the unique flavor of its internationally renowned
coffee.
In 1997, with the aid of international financial organizations and the contributions of local farmers, the Organization of Northern Coffee Cooperatives,
CECOCAFEN was founded to promote and sell its members' coffee. Initially,
the organization devoted itself to strengthening its internal organization and
studying the experiences of other Nicaraguan coffee organizations in order to
create their own vision: a cooperative business - with a social character and
economically profitable. Today, CECOCAFEN joins together 1,900 coffee
farmers and exports more than 4 million pounds per year of its members' coffee.
CECOCAFEN has spent considerable effort to improve coffee quality. With a mix of loans, grants, and their own
funds generated from Fair Trade revenues, CECOCAFEN purchased a coffee-processing facility, SolCafé, in May
1999. The members are now owners of the mill, allowing them
to process the coffee, control for quality, and increase the incomes of their members. A cupping lab was installed so that
their coffee could be sampled and tested prior to shipment.
CECOCAFEN technicians also conduct quality control workshops in the field. Not only are steps being taken at SolCafé to
improve the cooperatives' coffee, but careful attention has been
taken to improve the quality of the work environment as well.
For example, workers at SolCafé are paid competitive wages
and care is taken to provide for their health and safety at the
workplace.
Recently, CECOCAFEN launched an exciting, new ecotourism
project which will generate additional income for the farming
families, educate visitors about coffee production and Fair
Trade, and foster an increased awareness and protection of their
natural resources. Youth have been trained to identify the local
flora and fauna and to serve as guides to the visitors. The women
are organized into committees and are learning how to appropriately house and feed the visitors. The appreciation
that visitors show upon visiting the cooperatives for the vast wealth and diversity of natural resources, reinforces the
importance of conservation and environmental practices in the eyes of cooperative members.

"The cooperative that works with its hands is a cooperative of workers. The cooperative that works with its hands and its minds is
a community of artisans. The cooperative that works with its hands, minds and hearts is a community of artists." —CECOCAFEN
—taken from www.equalexchange.org

The Chimes
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FCC Puyallup Joins Pilot Recycling Program
CONGREGATION SHOWS CREATION CARE MATTERS THROUGH SUCCESS OF IN-CHURCH PROGRAM
FCC Puyallup has long been an earth-conscious congregation. As early as 2004,
First Christian Church was committed to recycling all clean, used paper. During 2009’s
A Week in Mission: Creation Care, FCC established a volunteer-driven recycling
program for even more recyclable items generated by church programs and ministries.
Since then, glass, cardboard, cans and plastic bottles have been taken to the home bins of
volunteers or to local recycle drop-off centers. Over time, small groups and ministries such
as The Hangout and Freezing Nights, coffee hour preparers and communion servers,
the church office, the preschool, and other good stewards of the earth have made the
recycling program an overwhelming success—so much so that the curbside bins of
FCC volunteers were overflowing with church-generated items! Just in the nick of
time, First Christian has been accepted to participate in a Puyallup pilot program
for previously unavailable commercial recycling pickup.
The 96-gallon tote outside the church kitchen will be picked up weekly by DM
Recycling, and FCC will have no problem filling it! Glass will still be collected in a separate bin and taken by volunteers, but now, church-generated
clean paper, cans, flattened cardboard and plastic containers with necks
smaller than body (e.g., water or grape juice bottles), will be recyclable on-site.
(The same guidelines apply as with residential recycling: NO plastic lids, tubs,
plastic “clamshell” containers, aluminum foil or food-soiled items—these
may not be recycled and should be thrown in the dumpster.)
Thanks to all who have made FCC a truly “green” congregation! Other recyclables collected outside the church office
include old light bulbs of all sizes, empty ink and toner cartridges, and old cell phones (remove contact numbers).

Chili Cook-off!
March 18th following Worship

It’s back!
The popular Chili Cook-off returns this
year.
Who will win the coveted top honors?

.

Will previous winners repeat?
Or is a new reigning champion waiting in
the wings?
Sign up to enter your favorite chili recipe.
Registration for entrants is available in the
narthex or call the church office.
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FCC GIVING
01/29: .....................General Fund $1147.35
I don't preach a social gospel; I preach the gospel,
period. The gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ is
concerned with the whole person. When people were
hungry, Jesus didn't say, 'Now is that political or
social?' He said, 'I feed you.' Because the good news
to a hungry person is bread.
—Archbishop Desmond Tutu

02/05: .....................General Fund $1278.00
02/12: .....................General Fund $1384.00
02/19: .....................General Fund $1363.00
Week of Compassion $270.00
Freezing Nights $40.00
02/26: .......................General Fund $676.00
Freezing Nights $25.00
Week of Compassion $105.00

*To meet 2012’s budgeted General Offering income,
weekly General Fund giving must average $1442.31.

Transformation in the church looks at where we were, where we are and where we need to be to follow God’s desires for
us. Not just another word for change, transformation keeps us attentive to where we should focus our precious energies.
WHO? All regional clergy, congregational lay leaders, and any in the congregation concerned and interested about the
life and health of the church. FCC Puyallup congregants interested in attending may contact Pastor Nancy, a member of
the Council, or the church office.
WHY? An opportunity for fellowship and exploring the Heart of Missional Church.
WHAT? An interactive experience as congregational leadership gathers in four regional settings connected with each
other by technology and with a common presentation by the Transformation Team.
COST: The $5 registration fee will be covered by the FCC Puyallup Leadership Training budget line; Lunch will be
provided by the Region.
WHAT PURPOSE? Experience a connection with one another across the Region to worship, share transformational
stories and encourage each other





The Chimes

Learn how God’s call for the church to be “missional” is a blessing and a gift
Determine ways to encourage congregations to continue to be missional and ever transforming
Identify resources and support available from the Regional Transformation Team
Leave knowing this was a valuable community time together
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First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)
623 - 9th Ave. SW
P.O. Box 516
Puyallup, WA 98371
(253) 845-6232

xxx
XXX

Visit the First Christian online prayer chapel 24/7
to ask for prayers or to sing your praises.
The Prayer Chapel is a simple yet effective way
to connect your prayers with those of others.

www.fccpuyallup.com/prayer-chapel

Read Panther in the Sky in March
BOOK CLUB TAKES ON HISTORICAL NOVEL

ABOUT THE LIFE OF

TECUMSEH

“The epic bestseller by James Alexander Thom, author of Yellow River, is a classic novel
based on the life of Tecumseh. “Through Thom’s masterful storytelling and his passion for
Shawnee lore and customs, you continually feel that maybe, these simple, proud
individuals can win back their land and have life go on…”
—Chicago Tribune
FCC’s Book Club meets first Tuesdays monthly at 7 pm.
Join the conversation on Sarah’s Key on Tuesday, March 6th (location TBA).
Book Club picks (and millions of other items) may be purchased
from the FCC website Amazon page at www.fccpuyallup.com/amazon.
The church gets a percent of each purchase started at the page.
visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com
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