
 

  

 

Beloveds, 

Lent is right around the corner.  Whether a lifelong 

familiar practice or a radical and new idea, Lent at 

FCC is meant to be for all.  Our guiding theme for the 

season is Re:Connect. ”Re” can mean to start again, 

anew, or starting fresh.  Take that and pair it with the 

word “connect” which can mean to become joined or 

to establish a relationship and maybe you already 

know where this is going.  

We are all pandemic weary and tired and the deep 

feelings of isolation have taken root and we have 

become way too familiar with the whole facing our 

own mortality and disconnect.  So like Jesus, who so 

often came in with subversive words and actions, we 

are going to do the same thing.  Instead of focusing 

on our individual journeys through the wilderness 

we are going to focus on how we can Re:Connect 

during this season of Lent.  This theme will connect 

to many of our learning, serving, and worshiping 

opportunities throughout the season.  We will have 

both in person and virtual opportunities to 

Re:Connect.  There will be time to Re:Connect with 

one another as church, very intentional time to 

Re:Connect with God through worship, prayer, and 

spiritual practices and maybe some great chances to 

Re:Connect with our neighbors.  

I am very excited about all the opportunities to 

Re:connect throughout Lent and it is coming at just 

the right time.  Whether it be virtually or in-person, I 

hope and pray that this season is one where you 

remember and know that you are loved by God and 

by the church.  

Much Love,  

Pastor Sarah 

 

GIVE IN PERSON IN WORSHIP 
Drop your gifts in the offering plate in the sanctuary. 

SAFE  ONLINE  GIVING 
Donate once or set up recurring gifts to the fund of your 

choice at fccpuyallup.com/donate. 

NEW  MOBILE  GIVING  APP   
+Install “Vanco Mobile Faith.” +Search the app for First 

Christian Church of Puyallup.  +Give If you‘ve given on 

our website or previous app, use your existing login. 

AUTO-PAY  FROM  YOUR  BANK   
Ask your bank to set up automatic payments to FCC.   

MAIL  A  CHECK  TO  OUR  P.O.  BOX   
Make checks out to First Christian Church and mail to:  

623 - 9th Ave SW | P.O. Box 516 | Puyallup, WA  98371 

AMAZON  SMILE  
Click the Amazon graphic at fccpuyallup.com/amazon 

and Amazon will help to support FCC Puyallup. 

February 2022 

 Giving options 

FCC’s  

liturgical calendar 

 [Re:] A Lenten re:focus 

Season of Lent  

(starts March 2nd) 

(purple) 

2022  FCC  WEEKLY  GIVING  TOTALS:  

Lent begins  

Ash Wed, March 2 
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Ash Wednesday - March 2nd - 6:30 pm 

A time of scripture, prayer, re:pentance & ashes, 

music, and interactive re:flection stations. 

(Prefer ashes during the day? Stop in from 10-2.) 

This in-person service will observe COVID protocols. 

Lent is a 40-day season (not including Sundays) of penitence, reflection, fasting, prayer, and giving. 

It depicts the last days of Jesus in wilderness retreat (Lent), his joyous entry into Jerusalem (Palm 

Sunday), an emotional Holy Week with his disciples leading to arrest and betrayal (Maundy Thursday), 

crucifixion (Good Friday), and a vigil of joy for the Easter return  (Holy Saturday). Through the Lenten 

season we are invited to reflect on what is important and what brings us closest to our God, as well as 

what gets in the way of that closeness.   

Two full years of a pandemic have thrown us into new patterns and 

habits as a church family. At times we’ve been at our most innovative. 

Other times we may feel like we’re just waiting for things to be “normal.” 

The truth is we don’t know what or when that might be, and for now, this 

is normal. This Lent at FCC we will seek out opportunities to re:connect to 

what is important, here and now—even if what’s important seems 

different. Enter into a time of “re:” this Lent… with God, with one another.  

 Re:Connecting in the Lenten season - together 

Lenten Devotional - Floriography and a Seed Pot 

Get a devotional package in Sunday Worship; during 

office hours from Mon. 2/28-Wed. 3/2; or at the Ash 

Wednesday service.  If you are in need of home 

delivery, let your elder or the church office know. 

Midweek Re:Connect - Wednesdays - 6:30 pm 

All are welcome to in-person midweek services 

through Lent beginning March 9th.   

Reflect on spiritual practice each week in Lent. 

This in-person service will observe COVID protocols. 

Re:Connecting in Prayer through Lent (on Zoom) -  

Two options:  Tues. 10:30 am & Thurs. 6:30 pm 

Gather for quiet sharing, re:connection & prayer. 

z o o m . u s / j/ 9 9 2 9 5 4 20 5 8 7 ? p wd =  

VF J H Q U VK a n Z V M W d r c 1 N iN k J KQ X Ro d z 0 9   

zoom.us/j/99295420587?pwd=VFJHQUVKanZVMWdrc1NiNkJKQXRodz09
zoom.us/j/99295420587?pwd=VFJHQUVKanZVMWdrc1NiNkJKQXRodz09
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FCC Puyallup members Kerry Yanasak, Connie 

Robey, and Bill Robey are organizing the creation of 

a certified Sponsor Circle that would coordinate 

efforts to welcome and help resettle an Afghan 

family in our community under the sponsorship of First 

Christian Church of Puyallup. Currently working 

through the steps of a program called Sponsor 

Circles, they need two more people, 18 or older, 

from our church community to meet the first 

requirement.  

The certified Sponsor Circle Program for Afghans is an 

emergency response launched by a coalition of 

partners to expand the capacity of the United States 

to welcome and resettle the thousands of Afghan 

newcomers who arrived in our country after the 

August 30th pullout of all U.S. military forces from 

Afghanistan. 

If you are interested in being a part of this urgent 

ministry, let Pastor Sarah, Kerry, Connie, or Bill know 

about your interest and to be provided more 

detailed information about the responsibilities of 

being a Sponsor Circle member. 

 “I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” 

Becoming a certified Sponsor Circle is a six-step 

process that involves; 

1. Enlisting five people who are 18 years old or 

older to be a part of the circle; 

2. Each person completing a mandatory 

background check; 

3. Each person passing a knowledge check after 

completing the Sponsorship Guide; 

4. Completing a Welcome Plan that shows how 

the circle will support the Afghan newcomers; 

5. Fundraising $2,275 per Afghan newcomer; 

6. Submitting the application to become a 

certified Sponsor Circle. 

https://www.sponsorcircles.org 

Being wise stewards of all that we have includes the beautiful planet we walk on.  

Creation Care begins with us. As we model behaviors of protection, stewardship, minimizing,  

and reusing, other will see its importance and wisdom…  

and so on, and so on! 

Start gathering your recyclable items now for our next  

safe-n-easy contactless drive-thru recycling event.  The 

NINTH drive-by opportunity since the pandemic began will 

take place for about 40 minutes on Sunday, March 27th 

following Worship. Attend safe, in-person Worship, then drive 

your recyclables over to the garage where a masked recycler 

will remove the items for you.  It’s quick, safe, and easy! 

Can’t recall what types of items we accept or how to prepare 

them?  Check out the 2-page insert in this newsletter and hang 

on to it for future reference! 

Remember, this program is volunteer-driven, so please do your best to separate and prepare your items properly. 

 Environmental Stewardship: Creation Care takes everyone 
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The FCC Faith Formation Speakers Series is well into its sixties—speakers, that is!  Now on Zoom and 

with recordings posted on the FCC Puyallup YouTube channel, the series is open to more lifelong 

learners than ever.  The series is always free and open to the community, so spread the word about 

this hidden treasure, and we hope to see you there!  zoom.us/j/94777910545  

#66.  MARCH 10th - 6:30 pm 

 ::  Learning the Stories of Our Neighbors , Puyallup Tribe of Indians  

          Historic Preservation Department  ::   

In keeping with First Christian Church’s desire to partner with all neighbors in the 

community, we will engage in meaningful conversation about local tribal history 

in Puyallup. Representatives from the Puyallup Tribe’s Historic Preservation Office 

will share an overview of the Tribe’s history, culture, and continued existence, with 

opportunities for questions and discussion.   

**In preparation for this presentation, we encourage all to visit the Tribe’s website 

to learn more about their ongoing efforts to uplift tribal history: 

        www.puyallup-tribe.com/ourtribe 

#67.  APRIL 10th - 6:30 pm 

::  Happening Right In Your Backyard!, Kim & Chris Chisholm, Wolf Camp & School of Natural Science  :: 

We’ll go on a live, interactive tour around Blue Skye Farm, situated adjacent to 

the Meeker Creek restoration site and Clark’s Creek Park. The property is one of 

Puyallup’s hidden gems, once the historic Dickie Farm until Kim’s grandparents 

bought the 11-acre property and raised six boys there until selling 10 acres to the 

city as part of a wetlands preservation project. 

Kim and Chris have a set of skills unique to our community, specializing in wild 

edible and medicinal plants, wildlife tracking and birding, wilderness survival, 

animal husbandry and horticulture.  Busy working all summer, they spend most of 

fall and winter doing community service work, and this spring they are launching 

monthly Accessible NW Natural History Hikes in association with Puyallup’s own 

Matt Budzak (our May speaker!) to highlight accessible trails in the area. Their first 

hike is set for Earth Day, April 22nd from 6-8 pm in Wildwood Park! 

We will leave with stories and wisdom about local flora and fauna, and hearts full with encouragement and 

optimism, ready to join Kim and Chris in our community, serving the earth and lifting people up in pursuit of a 

healthy, just, and equitable life for everyone. They welcome Q&A throughout this virtual experience about local 

natural history and how access to nature is critical for our mental, emotional, physical, and spiritual health. 

#68.  MAY 26th - 6:30 pm 

 ::  Overcoming Obstacles, Matt Budzak, Speaker & Consultant  ::   

Come hear the touching story of Puyallup’s Matt Budzak who survived childhood 

despite medical challenges, overcoming disappointments, and discrimination in 

school. Matt has also recovered from alcohol and prescription drug addiction as 

a young adult, and finally reached an enlightened state of sobriety, sharing 

inspirational, non-confrontational social media posts and videos every day that 

address disability education, accessibility advocacy, and issues of the day.  

To read more about Matt, visit his website at https://mattbudzak.com 

 Speakers Series: What’s coming up? 

http://puyallup-tribe.com/ourtribe/
https://mattbudzak.com/
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 Outreach, Outreach, Outreach! 

FAIR PARKING OUTREACH:  

Through extraordinary foresight and vision, a  decision 

years ago is still making an impact around the world 

today.  Nearly two decades ago the then-Board 

approved a proposal that the first 10% of income from 

each September’s Fair Parking would be tithed. Since 

then a range of agencies and organizations have 

been blessed by this decision as the gifting is divided 

into categories including local, regional, and global 

beneficiaries. 

Each year when all income and expenses are tallied, 

FCC Puyallup’s Outreach Team and pastor prayerfully 

consider the giving.  Recipients from the 2021 parking 

season were: 

Global: 

Bread for the World............................................. $350 

Church World Service ......................................... $350 

Disciples Mission Fund ......................................... $450 

RHUAA Orphanage in Mexico  ......................... $750 

Week of Compassion  ........................................ $750 

        Global Subtotal ...................................... $ 2,650 

Regional: 

Gwinwood Retreat Center ............................. $1,040  

Northern Lights Regional Church ...................... $500 

NLRCC Youth Program  ...................................... $350 

Yakama Mission  .................................................. $350  

        Regional Subtotal  .................................. $2,240 

Local: 

Puyallup Tribe ....................................................... $250 

Associated Ministries ........................................... $400 

Exodus Housing  ................................................... $400 

Puyallup Food Bank ............................................ $200 

St. Francis House ............................................... $1,000 

        Local Subtotal ......................................... $2,250 

 

        TOTAL ....................................................... $7,140  

(Spring Fair: $0;  Fall Fair: $7,140.93)   

REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR OUTREACH:  

As Worship and Faith Formation team members 

brainstormed the coming season of Advent last fall, 

the idea of a Reverse Advent Calendar was tossed 

into the idea pool and met with enthusiasm. Packets 

of postcards—one for each day in Advent—were 

bundled in brown kraft bags along with lengths of 

twine and tiny clothespins so that participants could 

hang the “calendar” in their homes.   

The idea behind a traditional Advent calendar is for 

the owner to receive an item, often chocolate, each 

day as the countdown to Christmas takes place.  But 

a Reverse Advent Calendar is the opposite; each day 

a card revealed a new item to gather and give 

away, and encouraged us to take a time of reflection 

with a fact or statistic about the item and a prayer for 

those in need of it. 

 

 

Reverse Advent Calendar items went to these local 

agencies who will distribute the items to just the right 

people who need the items the most!  A big thank 

you to all who participated this Advent! 

    St. Francis House - Low Income Support 

    Puyallup Food Bank - Hunger 

    Sumner Food Bank - Hunger 

    New Hope Resource Center - Homeless Support 

    Sunny Sky's Animal Rescue - Pet Adoption & Care 

The parlor soon 

filled with 
hundreds of items 

from the reverse 

Advent Calendar! 
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First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Reverend Sarah Almanza 

623 - 9th Avenue SW 

P.O. Box 516 

Puyallup, WA 98371 

253.845.6232 

Return Service Requested 

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

     SAFE IN-PERSON WORSHIP:  SUNDAYS AT 10:30 AM  
Reservations encouraged; Call each week by 1 pm Thurs:  253.845.6232    

     LIVESTREAM WORSHIP ON YOUTUBE:  SUNDAYS AT 10:30 AM  
Subscribe to our channel: FCC Puyallup: youtube.com/c/FCCPuyallup 

    SERVICES ALSO POSTED:  Monday am at fccpuyallup.com/sermons 

 COMING UP: 

   +Learning Circle (Embracing a New Orthodoxy) .... Sun, 1/9 at 8:30 am  

     zoom.us/j/93162782080?pwd=dHM2VHNKM2lRMHkyZnVKZE9UUW4vQT09  

   +Lenten Re:Connections ..................................................... See Pages 1 & 2 

   +Speakers Series .......................................................................... See Page 4 

   +Quick drive-thru recycling event ....................... Sun, 3/27 after Worship 

 Coming soon at FCC Puyallup: 

The Open and Affirming Discernment Team has started the journey to 

explore what it means to be an intentionally inclusive and welcoming 

congregation, specifically to the LGBTQIA+ community.  Everyone who 

is part of the church gets to be part of this journey because it takes 

each and every one of us to be church.  

As the process begins and the foundation is created, we ask that you 

keep the team in your prayers.  

The Open and Affirming (O&A) Discernment Team 

Johnola Hughes, Rick Lewis, Connie Robey, 

Jay Isch (Co-Leader), Katie Peterson (Co-Leader) 

Check www.fccpuyallup.com/calendar for more 

 More than just welcoming 
Affirming God’s love - Learn more:  

disciplesallianceq.org/open-affirming-ministries 


