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Each fall friends of FCC put in several weeks of hard work 

planning, prepping and parking cars during the Western 

Washington (Puyallup) Fair.  Revenue from the endeavor is 

put to work supporting church programs, paying operating 

expenses, compensating employees and underwriting budget 

items.  But before any of that takes place, the first 10% of 

Fair Parking income is gifted to FCC, local, national and 

international organizations.   

In 2010, $6200 was gifted to the following organizations: 

No, it’s not American Gothic, it’s Robin (cashier) and Herb 
(coordinator & parker) during the 2010 Fair Parking season! 

Fair Parking First Fruits Benefit Others 
15 MINISTRIES BLESSED BY THE EFFORTS OF FAIR PARKING WORKERS IN 2010 
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Reflections on the Journey 
BY REV. SANDY MESSICK 

Thank you! I know that this past year has been a difficult 

one financially for many of our congregations and many 

individuals within our congregations.  Therefore, I am 

particularly grateful for the many congregations in our 

region who have continued to support the ministry of the 

Northwest Regional Christian Church and the wider 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) through your gifts 

to Disciples Mission Fund. Overall, the Northwest Region 

had a 6.55% increase in DMF giving for 2010!  This 

includes both gifts given by congregations and blessing 

box gifts given by our Disciples Women‟s Ministry 

groups.  This is an outstanding and generous witness to 

the commitment and participation of our congregations in 

the life of the wider church.  As you may know, 67% of 

every dollar given to DMF is returned to the region to 

support the ministry here in the Northwest.   I am honored 

and humbled by the trust you have placed in us and offer 

our gratitude and commitment to be faithful stewards of 

those gifts.  Your gifts continue to be used to support our 

mission of being a “Community of Communities” 

connecting congregations, supporting pastors, providing 

leadership development opportunities for children and 

youth, and moving forward in our vision in a number of 

ways... Thank you to each of our congregations for 

supporting the wider church, not only through DMF but 

also through special offerings and designated gifts to the 

region.  It is a joy to be in ministry with you. 

Walking alongside you in faith, 

Sandy 

 

Did You Know…? 
First Christian Church of Puyallup  

gives 10% of General Fund offerings  
to Disciples Mission Fund.   

$7662 was given to DMF in 2010. 

On Sunday, January 2nd, Edmonds Christian Church 

celebrated their final worship service together.  Days later 

they closed the sale on their property, transferring title to 

St. Michael‟s Ethiopian Orthodox Church.  However, the 

legacy of Edmonds Christian Church will continue to live 

on through the gifts they have offered, particularly to the 

Northwest Region.  In addition to gifts to local outreach 

ministries, and a substantial gift to the Loren Arnett 

Scholarship Fund at the School of Theology and Ministry 

at Seattle University, Edmonds has also left significant 

designated gifts to the Northwest Region to provide for 

camp scholarships, congregational transformation, and 

high-quality speakers for our Regional Assemblies and 

other regional gatherings.  Even more, the bulk of the 

monies from the sale of their property will be placed in a 

Gift Agreement with Church Extension to provide funds 

for establishing new congregations in the Northwest 

Region beginning with a new church start in Snohomish 

County.  The Region is blessed and will be blessed for 

generations to come by the foresight and courage of this 

dedicated community of believers.  As the members seek 

to move into new church homes, their new congregations 

will continue to be blessed by their leadership and 

faithfulness. 

Edmonds Christian 
Church Leaves Legacy 
CHURCH CLOSURE BENEFITS MANY IN REGION 

“A man has made at least a start 
on discovering the meaning  

of human life when he plants 
shade trees under which he 

knows full well he will never sit.”  

--D. Elton Trueblood (1900-94),  
American author, educator,  
philosopher and theologian 
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Week of Compassion Offering 

SHARING BRINGS JOY—FEBRUARY 20-27, 2011 

Learning to share is tough for children, whose early understanding can be 

summed up as, “Mine!” We begin by taking turns with things in limited supply like 

crayons or skateboards, experience the immediate satisfaction of playing with someone else, and start to understand 

that sharing strengthens friendships. Teenagers experience the fun of shared jokes and the healing comfort of sharing 

broken hearts. As adults, we seek organizations that share our vision and perhaps a special someone to share the rest 

of our lives with. We come to know that sharing is bedrock to being fully human, and it brings incredible joy. 

Soon we’ll be invited to help people in need through the Week of Compassion offering. By combining our resources with 

offerings from thousands of other congregations in eight denominations across the U.S., we will: build homes, schools, 

medical clinics, and clean water and sewage facilities in villages devastated by earthquakes,  floods, and poverty; bring 

safety, shelter, and food to refugees after often violent circumstances have made their hometowns uninhabitable; and 

nurture stronger futures and self-sufficiency through healthcare, education, job training, and tools for livelihoods. 

We are blessed that God is able to provide when and where help is needed, through us  

(2 Corinthians 9:8-15).  In what may seem an amazing twist, we ourselves benefit from the 

sharing.  Week of Compassion donors say: “Giving helps me appreciate what I have,”  

“Giving feeds my soul! This is what life is about—not collecting things, but helping 

people,” “As we see needs met, we are reminded how God takes care of us,” and  

“Giving to WoC lets me put my hands on problems that need attention in the world.” 

Sharing because we have felt God’s love invites God even more fully into our lives, which 

renews and transforms us. “Those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in 

them.” (I John 4:16) Sharing our love for God through Week of Compassion, we offer 

ourselves to others as they need us, imitating Christ’s offering of his life for us.  In turn, we 

receive him more deeply into our own hearts, bringing indescribable joy. 

Giving changes so many things—for the receiver and for the giver. Please give generously through Week of 

Compassion: sharing resources, changing lives, bringing joy! 

“Money is fleet and nimble.  The very thing that makes it unsatisfying to give makes it powerful 
to deploy.  It can turn into anything—a water bottle, a prefab house, a tetanus shot, a biscuit...”  

--Nancy Gibbs, Time Magazine 

Pausing for Prayer 
REV. BOB BROCK TRANSITIONS TO CARE FACILITY 

In January, NW Regional Minister Emeritus Bob Brock 

became a resident of Providence Mt. St. Vincent not far 

from his home (4831 35th Ave. SW #533, Seattle, WA 

98126, where his wife Berlena attends an Alzheimer‟s 

support group and Bob attended an adult day group.). 

Berlena and family members made it a smooth transition.  

Family pictures hang above his bed. Son Tim‟s first 

painting for the Brock‟s anniversary while he was in high 

school is hung in a prominent place. Two of his ceramic 

churches sit by a window.   

We suggest that regional friends of Bob shower him with 

cards, prayers and good wishes.  Please send them to 

Berlena and she will share and read them to Bob: 

                 Berlena Brock 

                 4216 SW Myrtle St. 

                 Seattle, WA 98136-1936 

                 (206) 935-2346 

--from Pausing for Prayer,  

NW Region Christian Church 
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With Grateful Hearts 
CHANGING FACES IN OUR MINISTRY WITH CHILDREN 

Hoda Ghattas has been a fixture in FCC‟s nursery since 

1991.  Through the years she has nurtured and supported 

the children of our congregation.  Her warm smile and 

heartfelt embrace helped make our nursery a safe and 

loving place.  Each child in her care became one of 

Hoda‟s kids, long after they outgrew the chairs in the 

nursery.  

In the Fall of 2010 we reluctantly said goodbye to Hoda, 

as she wanted to be able to worship with her family in her 

own church on Sunday mornings.  Her faithful ministry to 

children will continue to bear fruit for years to come. 

Stepping into Hoda‟s nursery care attendant position full-

time is our very own Tina Blevins.  We are blessed with 

Tina as she continues to make our nursery a welcoming 

place for children to grow and learn. 

Last Fall Katie Peterson stepped down from her role as 

volunteer Youth Leader.  From chili cook-offs to Lunch 

with a Friend, bowling excursions and food drives, Harry 

Potter movie nights and Church World Service kits, Katie 

has kept pace with our youth and encouraged them to find 

areas of ministry within and outside of our congregation. 

We give thanks to Katie for her good cheer and joy of 

living that she has shared with the kids.  Thanks for many 

great memories! 

Our Faith Formation team continues to keep our ministry 

with children and youth in mind as we plan for the future.  

Anyone interested in working with our Faith Trek kids are 

encouraged to speak with Terry Forslund or Pastor Nancy.  
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...whether or not you are aware of it, you are already on this holy adventure.   

Since your conception, God has been present in you life, encouraging you  

to dream, love, grow, and create… 

--Bruce G. Epperly 

Beginning in March we will be exploring what it means to claim the “holy 

adventure” to which God is calling each one of us.  In small groups, personal 

study, worship, and action we‟ll discover the ways in which our lives are God‟s 

story in the making.  

Epperly tells the story 

of a rabbi who asked 

about the burning bush that 

began Moses‟ journey back to Egypt. “‟Why did the bush burn but 

never get consumed by fire?‟ His colleague responded, „It burned 

without being consumed so that one day, as Moses passed by the 

burning bush, he‟d finally notice it!‟” 

During Lent we‟ll join in exercises of paying attention, looking out 

for the “many „burning bushes‟ God has placed along our path-

way.” Epperly insists there is no one right way on our spiritual 

journey. The book offers practices that address different styles of 

worship, personality types and religious experiences. They are of-

fered as guides, not rules—try them on for size. Allow yourself to 

be playful this Lenten season, as we explore different forms of 

spirituality.   

Dates and times will be available soon. For more information on  

Holy Adventure: 41 Days of Audacious Living, visit the Amazon 

bookstore at www.fccpuyallup.com. 

Join us on a Holy Adventure 
LENTEN STUDY: HOLY ADVENTURE: 41 DAYS OF AUDACIOUS LIVING 

Kick-start your holy adventure by using 

these fresh exercises in daily spiritual 

practice during Lent: 

 theological reflections that help 

you experience how your choices 

make a difference 

 spiritual affirmations to transform 

and awaken your mind to unimagined 

possibilities for yourself and the world 

 imaginative prayers that encourage 

your faith in God's presence in your 

life and vocation 

 adventurous actions that you can 

implement to transform everyday 

relationships and happenings 

21 & Up Singles to Support Civic Group 
SPAGHETTI FEED TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE FOR $4 FROM JOY CLARK 

The FCC singles group Friends in Fellowship (FiF or “Friends”) will gather on 

Saturday, February 26
th
 at 12 pm at Puyallup Methodist Church, 1919 Pioneer 

Ave.  In February “the Friends” will support the Lions Club at their annual spa-

ghetti feed.  Tickets may be purchased from Joy Clark for $4 (single or not).  

The annual Puyallup Valley Lions Club fundraiser supports scholarships in 

the Puyallup School District and projects such as meals for the hungry, 

dictionaries for 3rd graders, Ears for Kids, youth mission projects, and more. 

All who are 21+ and single are invited to join the group in fun and fellowship. The 

only other requirement is the ability to laugh!  Contact Laura Vogel for information. 
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Northwest Region Disciples continue to be blessed by 

the ministry of Samoan Community Christian Church 

in Federal Way, Wash.  The congregation has worked 

with the region since 2001 and at the 2009 Regional 

Assembly became a fully chartered congregation. Led 

by Pastor Paulo Lealaitafea, the congregation  recently 

helped host the North American Pacific/Asian 

Disciples (NAPAD) Convocation in Seattle. 

Through Paulo‟s faithful leadership, the youth of the 

congregation have become involved in the summer 

camp program at Gwinwood.  This year J.J. Mulipola, 

one of the youth from Samoan Community Church has 

been asked to serve on the Youth Board of NAPAD.  

As part of his work on that board, J.J. traveled with 

Paulo and one other youth from the church to attend 

the NAPAD Winter Youth Leadership Retreat in at the 

Mission spring Christian Camp in Scotts Valley, Calif. 

The Winter Retreat was a joyful time, with youth from 

around the country sharing and learning together.  

About 30 youth, 10 college students, five adult 

volunteers and five counselors attended the four day 

2010 NAPAD Winter Youth Leadership Retreat 
J.J. Mulipola is on the far left in the white sweatshirt, 

Pastor Paulo Lealaitafea is on the right in the blue sports coat 

event.  Six youth made a profession of faith while at the 

retreat and made a commitment to be baptized at their home 

congregations. 

First Christian Puyallup took a Christmas Eve special offering 

to help the Samoan Church offset travel costs to the winter 

retreat.  Pastor Paulo wrote a note of thanks for the financial 

support of our congregation, saying in part, Faafetai Tele—

Thank you for your kind and generous support! 

Christmas Eve Offering Supports Samoan Youth 
 REGIONAL YOUTH TRAVEL TO WINTER RETREAT 

Seven men continue to meet for lively,  
open-ended discussions every Thursday evening. 

Says group founder Bill Robey, “Some of 
us gather at the downtown Mazatlan at 6 pm for 

warm-up margaritas and fish tacos before the 
group gets underway at the church at 7 pm. 
We’re an eclectic group with varied interests 
and life paths, so that adds to the richness of 

the discussions.  No one is expected to have all 
the answers as we seek to live into the 

questions and issues that arise, allowing one 
another to move and grow as the Spirit leads.” 

All men are invited to try the group on for size.All men are invited to try the group on for size.  
DropDrop--ins and friends are always welcome!ins and friends are always welcome!  

Men’s Discussion Group Meets Weekly 
EASY-GOING MEN’S GROUP—THURSDAYS AT 7 PM 
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An atmospheric, gritty, and compelling novel of star-crossed lovers, set in 

the circus world circa 1932, by the bestselling author of Riding Lessons.  

When Jacob Jankowski, recently orphaned and suddenly adrift, jumps 

onto a passing train, he enters a world of freaks, drifters, and misfits, a 

second-rate circus struggling to survive during the Great Depression, 

making one-night stands in town after endless town. A veterinary student 

who almost earned his degree, Jacob is put in charge of caring for the 

circus menagerie. It is there that he meets Marlena, the beautiful young star 

of the equestrian act, who is married to August, the charismatic but twisted 

animal trainer.  He also meets Rosie, an elephant who seems untrainable until he 

discovers a way to reach her. 

Beautifully written, Water for Elephants is 

illuminated by a wonderful sense of time and place. It tells a story of a love 

between two people that overcomes incredible odds in a world in which even 

love is a luxury that few can afford.                                  

www.bookbrowse.com 

with a 

good book 

curl up 
Winner of the 2007  

BookBrowse Diamond Award  
for Most Popular Book 

Book Club to Read Water for Elephants 
SARA GRUEN’S TALE OF CIRCUS LIFE DURING THE GREAT DEPRESSION 

    and then join the FCC Book Club! 
Bring a friend!  The Book Club meets monthly on first Tuesdays at 7 pm.   

The next discussion on January‟s read The Orchid Thief will be on February 1st at  

Van Lierop Garden Market (not the bulb farm), 1020 Ryan Avenue, Sumner, 253-862-8510. 

february birthdays 

  1 ............................................... Katheryn Kusick 

  3 ........................................................Vicki Smith 

  3 ......................................................... Ron Cook 

  7 ........................................................ Mary Raup 

12 ....................................................... Jarad Scott 

12 ................................................. Becky Schilling 

14 .................................................... Luetta Patton 

15 ................................................... Jesse Stumpf 

25 ........................................................ Elnore Hall 

25 .......................................................... Kim Clark 

28 ....................................................... Don Turner 

anniversaries 
  6 ....................................... Willette & Ed Wonser 

25 ........................................... Terrie & Ken Maas 

26 ...................................... Lisa & Corky Peterson 

baptism dates 
Feb. 1, 1953 ....................................... Roger Stroud 



First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 
Pastor Nancy Gowler Johnson 
623 - 9th Ave. SW 
P.O. Box 516 
Puyallup, WA  98371 
(253) 845-6232 

Return Service Requested 

life of the church  

in february 
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Giving Totals 
 

 1 ............. Book Club discussion The Orchid Thief - 7 pm 

 5 ............................................ Volunteer Training - 10 am 

12 ................. Lunch & Movie for Freezing Nights - 11 am 

14 ............................................................. Valentine’s Day 

16 ................... Elders Meeting (at Pastor Nancy’s) - 6 pm 

19 ............ Lunch with a Friend - Peace Lutheran - 10 am 

20 ........................... Diaconate Meeting following Worship 

21 .............................................................. Presidents Day 

26 ............... Friends in Fellowship Singles Group - 12 pm 

Lion’s Club Spaghetti Feed—Puyallup Methodist Church 
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January 2 

General Fund* ........................ $1550.00 

January 9 

General Fund* ........................ $1280.01 

Freezing Nights ...................... $    50.00 

January 16 

General Fund* ........................ $1793.00 

January 23 

General Fund* ........................ $  892.00 

“At its best,  
giving is an act  
of worship.” 

--Cornelius J. Dyke  

(1740-92), colonel under 

Gen. George Washington 

Studies for all ages ............................. Sundays - 9:45 am 

Service of Worship ................................ Sundays - 11 am 

Women’s Study (BRB) ................... Wednesdays - 10 am 

SO & SEW Study & Ministry ............... Thursdays - 10 am 

Men’s Study .......................................... Thursdays - 7 pm 

Freezing Nights ......................................... Fridays - 7 pm 


