
 

  

 

SAFE  ONLINE  GIVING 
Donate quickly and safely once or set up recurring gifts 

to the fund of your choice at  fccpuyallup.com/donate 

EASY  MOBILE  GIVING  APP   
1. Install the GivePlus Church app from Google Play or 

the App Store. 

2. Search the app for First Christian Church of Puyallup 

using zip code 98371. 

3. Give (If you‘ve given on our website Donate page, 

use your existing login.) 

AUTO-PAY  FROM  YOUR  BANK   
Ask your bank to set up automatic payments to FCC.   

MAIL  A  CHECK  TO  OUR  P.O.  BOX   
Make checks out to First Christian Church and mail to:  

623 - 9th Ave SW | P.O. Box 516 | Puyallup, WA  98371 

AMAZON  SMILE  
Click the Amazon graphic at fccpuyallup.com/amazon 

and Amazon will help to support FCC Puyallup. 

February 11, 2021 

No onsite worship, all weeks.   ++ denotes mailed checks deposited. 

2021  FCC  WEEKLY  GIVING  TOTALS: 

 Giving options 

FCC’s  

liturgical calendar 

A Grateful Heart 

A MESSAGE OF GRATITUDE  FROM  PASTOR RAY 

Max Lucado tells the story of an old man who went 

every Friday to the beach in Florida and fed the 

seagulls a bucket of shrimp.   

“His name was Eddie Rickenbacker.  As a Captain, 

he and crew of seven flew a B-17 plane to deliver a 

special message to Gen. Douglas MacArthur.  

Because of the weather, the crew became lost; the 

fuel ran out and the plane went down in the South 

Pacific.  All eight of them escaped into the life rafts, 

battled the weather, the sharks, and the sun.  After 

8 days, they ran out of rations.  One afternoon, after 

devotions, they tried to rest.  As Rickenbacker was 

dozing with his hat over his eyes, something landed 

on his head.  It was a seagull.  Where it came from, 

he didn’t know.  He was able to catch it, use it for a 

meal, and used the intestines for fish bait.  The crew 

survived.  After he returned home, Rickenbacker 

went to the beach with his shrimp, stood on a pier, 

and fed the seagulls.  Why did he do this every 

Friday?  His heart was full of gratitude for the seagull 

from somewhere that saved eight lives.” 

We may not be able to meet in person right now 

but we can take time to worship each week, either 

though the website or in your own way, with hearts 

full of gratitude.  And even how much more our 

hearts are full of gratitude each day for our life 

giving relationship with God through Jesus Christ as 

we live out that gratitude toward all those around 

us?  Be sure to live in gratitude this day. 

With Gratitude,  

Ray 

The Season after Epiphany 

(Ordinary Time) (green) 
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Now that interim minister Ray Smith is in place, the Search and Call Team has turned its attention to the next 

major phase in the Search and Call process as we seek a new, settled pastor.  In this next phase, aptly entitled 

the “Information Gathering and Discernment” phase, the team is tasked to determine budgetary needs for the 

remainder of the search process, and the salary and benefits package we will be able to offer to our new pastor. 

In addition, in this phase we need your help in doing a thorough congregational evaluation.  This evaluation will 

help us identify the desired leadership skillset we want in our new pastor as well as other information required to 

complete a comprehensive Congregational Profile.  Our Regional Minister Sandy Messick will use this 

congregational profile to match us up with those candidates who best meet our congregation’s needs and 

desires.  In the very near future everyone participating in the life of the congregation will receive a 

“Congregational Survey” either by email or snail mail.  Please complete the survey to the best of your ability and 

return it to the Search and Call Team as soon as possible.  It is vitally important that we have your input as we 

complete the Congregational Profile. 

To fill out the congregational evaluation right now, go to this link: https://forms.gle/U53Nm2SKAnqWqNLTA 

Other tasks in this next phase include the creation of a “Congregational Snapshot.”  This will be a “Super Bowl 

style commercial” used to highlight for prospective candidates the joys, benefits, and challenges of serving our 

vital congregation in the beautiful Northwest.  (You will be 

able to view this snapshot on the church’s website once it is 

completed.)  The final task in this phase is to ensure our 

website and our online presence are both in tip-top shape. 

The Search and Call Team will be meeting in a morning-long 

virtual retreat on March 7th to complete the “Information 

Gathering and Discernment” phase.  We will then forward 

our “deliverables” to the Northern Lights Regional Minister.  

Then we will begin the exciting next phase:  Considering 

candidates! 

Stayed tuned…we’ll keep you posted! 

Your Search and Call Team, 

Robin Crabb, Nancy Freeman, Mike Herbert, Jay Isch, Kelli Kays, Gretchen Mertes, and Bill Robey 

 Search & Call Team update 

 Join the Elders on March 4th 

FCC Puyallup’s team of elders will be attending a virtual workshop to learn more about 

“building an inclusive church.”  If you would like to attend this workshop with the elders on 

March 4th (4-6 pm PST), register at www.disciplesallianceq.org/bic-trainings or contact your 

elder for more information. Church funds are available. 

“Building an Inclusive Church trainings are for congregations considering becoming Open & Affirming  

and for those who would like to know more about supporting other congregations becoming O&A.  

This training will hone your skills and give you knowledge about how to help congregations through  

those tough conversations toward a more fully inclusive church.” 

https://forms.gle/U53Nm2SKAnqWqNLTA


 

3 

Nearly a year ago, the Lenten season of 2020 began.  It was Ash Wednesday, and in a low-light, intimate 

worship service in our church’s sanctuary, we sang and prayed, we confessed and pledged our repentance.  

We acknowledged that God is God, and that we are not.  This was the beginning of our Lent together in 2020.  

We did not know that a mere week and a half later we would make the difficult decision to suspend  

in-person Worship services due to COVID-19, or that a week after that we would experience the first stay-home-

to-stay-healthy orders from the state government.  Lent was different, but it was not canceled.  We quickly 

pivoted from our well-known ways of being Church in order to find new ways to be together, and new ways to 

be God’s people in the world.  Lent was different, but it was not canceled. 

Pentecost, Ordinary Time, Advent, 

Christmas, and Epiphany—all 

experienced in new ways, and in 

those new ways perhaps more 

meaningful than ever as we united in 

our faith work as disciples of Jesus.  

There is comfort in the patterns of the 

Christian year for people like us.  As we 

live through the seasons and cycles, 

we recall the life of Jesus, and indeed, 

of all creation, anew. 

This month, Lent will return as part of 

that ever-moving liturgical calendar.  

Last year’s Lenten décor still adorns 

the sanctuary, but more important are 

the ways we’ve learned to adapt as 

we’ve had to do this past year.  Lent 

will look different, but Lent isn’t 

canceled. Nor is being Church—so 

how will we continue to be God’s best 

church in this new environment? 

THE POSSIBILITIES OF LENT 

In the Lenten season of 2021 we will once again create a new narrative for our congregation as we have 

welcomed a new interim pastor, Ray Smith, and will begin the process in earnest for searching and calling a 

new settled pastor.  Just as we have for over 115 years, the congregation at First Christian Church of Puyallup 

(Disciples of Christ) will find ways to serve and to study, to minister and to worship.   

We’ll begin with another Ash Wednesday service—different, of course—like we have not done before.   

We’ll gather, on Zoom, to remember again that we have failed to be all we have been made to be; in other 

words, we will recall that we are human.  Ash Wednesday is a time of looking at ourselves with open eyes and 

allowing ourselves to see the flaws, ask for forgiveness, to ourselves forgive that which has seemed 

unforgivable, and to journey forward in humility.  Together we take on the long path that takes us through 

wilderness and to the cross… and finally to an empty tomb and new life on Easter. 

Join us on Zoom on Ash Wednesday, February 17th at 7 pm (https://zoom.us/j/95354687229) to pray our 

confessions, mark ourselves with ashes, share at-home communion, and take our first steps in Lent together.   

See Page 5 for more Lent observances to take part in.  Your presence makes these events successful and 

brings us closer together. For help with Zoom or more info, contact your elder or the church office. 

 The Possibilities of Lent: The Lenten season at FCC 

https://zoom.us/j/95354687229


 

4 

During the season of Lent, FCC Puyallup’s Outreach Team headed up by Kerry Yanasak  

will offer opportunities for giving outside of our normal tithing.  Here’s Kerry to tell us more: 

Hello everyone.  It's has been a while since FCC has done any sort of outreach and the need is surely there 

within our own community.  So here is an opportunity we hope you will support:  We will hold a food drive to 

support Puyallup’s Saint Francis House.  We held one for them in 2016 and they could use our help again.  

More globally, as you know there is a private orphanage in Leon, Mexico that is near and dear to my heart.  If 

it had not been for COVID I think a group of us would have had an amazing trip there last summer.  While we 

won't be sending them food, there is a constant need there and as the pandemic has taken its toll on 

everyone it has hit Mexico quite hard and the orphanage has taken in more kids because of it. 

So here is the plan:  On Sundays, March 7th & 21st I will be at 

the church parking lot between 11 am and 1 pm for a safe, 

no-contact, stay-in-your-car drive-thru food and funds drive.  

I’ll be masked up and socially distancing and will unload 

items from your vehicle.  We’ll collect rice and beans for 

Saint Francis House and/or cash to be sent to Comunidades 

Infantiles Rhuaa (Rhuaa Children's Communities), the Mexico 

orphanage.  I’ll be there both Sundays, the 7th and 21st of 

March, after which I will give you a full accounting as to the 

amount of food we collected and the amount of money 

being sent.  I will personally match dollar for dollar up to $300 

any cash collected for the orphanage. 

With regards to supporting the orphanage, let me explain 

how it works:  Each year FCC Puyallup gives a portion of its 

Fair Parking income to support various ministries, including this orphanage.  Since the church is a nonprofit it 

has to be very careful how and who they support.  When the church sends money to this orphanage they go 

through banking channels and the state of Jalisco takes almost 20% of it.  The support the state gives the 

orphanage is negligible.  So what I and others 

involved in supporting the orphanage do is deposit 

money into my brother's bank account here in the 

U.S. (he lives an hour’s drive from the orphanage and 

he and his wife are devoted volunteers there).  I notify 

him of the deposit and the amount, he transfers it to 

his bank there, withdraws the full amount, and literally 

hands it to the orphanage director without going 

through any other hands.  In other words, there are no 

administrative costs and 100% of the money gets right 

to the need.  If you have any questions regarding this 

please do not hesitate to give me a call.  

So, rice and beans and cash.  Costco has been a huge money-saver for both rice and beans.  If you prefer 

me to do the shopping, cash is accepted at the drive-thru event for me to purchase rice and beans.  And of 

course cash to send down to Mexico.  Please designate if you give cash for the Saint Francis House rice and 

beans drive, or to go to the Mexico orphanage fundraiser.  

I hope you will support either of these two needs and I look forward to seeing you on one of those two 

Sundays - March 7th or 21st between 11 am and 1 pm. 

   Thank you —Kerry 

 The Lenten practice of generosity 

Screenshot from a thank you video from the kids at RHUAA 

Kerry delivers rice 

& beans to Sister 

Pat at St. Francis 

House in 2016 
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In November, 55 Stay-Home Advent Kits were safely porch-dropped to as many active friends of FCC Puyallup as 

we had contact information for. Through Advent we worshiped together virtually, each week building on contents 

in the kits.  Now, due to positive feedback from the Advent experiment’s goal of keeping us connected while we 

can’t be physically together, and with Lent fast approaching, another kit is in the works!  Look for yours soon. 

Lent is the 40-day season (not including Sundays) from Ash Wednesday (this year on Feb. 17th) to the eve of Easter 

(Holy Saturday, this year April 3rd).  It’s a time of looking inward, reflecting on who we are and our personal 

partnering with the body of Christ, holding ourselves accountable, and considering our own part in the reconciling 

and active grace of God 

In the Lent kits you’ll find 

ways to move through Lent 

using critical thought, 

prayerful worship, and 

generous living. The kits 

are designed for use either 

in weekly Zoom gatherings 

(Sundays at 7 pm) OR on 

your own time. 

Each week has a set of 

illustrated cards—each 

Sunday outlines a simple 

candlelight service with a 

confession, words from 

scripture, a bite-sized 

meditation and a 

blessing; other cards offer 

simple daily practices to 

try as we travel to the 

empty tomb.  

Follow along from Ash 

Wednesday to the Easter 

celebration as we worship 

and grow together in new 

ways, sharing the joys, 

questions, doubts, 

intentionality, and 

thoughtfulness of the 

season. 
 

Watch for more 

opportunities  

to gather  

through the 

season of Lent 

 What’s in the bag? Stay-Home Lent Kits for you 

Ash Wednesday: 2/17 

7 pm on Zoom: 

Bring the contents  

of your bag,  

at-home communion 

elements, & matches 

All of these Lenten 

events will use the 

same Zoom link: 

h ttps : / /zo om .us /

j /95354687229 

Meet i ng  ID :  

95354687229 

Weeks 2-5 (Sundays): 

Bring your bag, 

matches or lighter, 

and yourself. 

(Zoom at 7 pm) 

Let’s consider the 

possibilities of Lent! 

What possibilities 

does Lent offer us? 

Like a seed pushing 

through hardened 

ground, Lent holds 

the promise of hope 

and the wonder of 

resurrection.  

Good Friday 4/2: 

No gathering, but 

today we reflect on 

Jesus’ walk, carrying 

his own cross, to his 

crucifixion. Hold the 

pocket cross as you 

consider this day. 
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First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Interim Pastor Ray Smith 

623 - 9th Avenue SW 

P.O. Box 516 

Puyallup, WA 98371 

253.845.6232 

Return Service Requested 

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

 Through the week at First Christian Puyallup 

Learning Circle Adult Forum:  9:30 am  Sundays (Zoom) 
The Learning Circle meets on Zoom during FCC’s stay-home 

period.  The group is now sharing lively conversation around 

the DVD series Living the Questions – drop in any time! 

https://zoom.us/j/93162782080 

Curated Online Worship:  available Sundays at 7 am, 

then at your convenience (fccpuyallup.com/sermons) 

First Christian Church’s online interactive worship services 

consist of videos, scripture, prayer, and music, all brought to 

life by lay volunteers, elders, and our new interim pastor,  

Ray Smith. 

Services are available starting at 7 am on Sundays and 

remain on the site for convenient worshiping at any time. 

Morning Prayers:  9:15 am  Mon-Wed-Fri 

Start the day centered in prayer, poem, & scripture on 

Facebook Live. Recordings are also available any time 

on FCC’s website:  fccpuyallup.com/morning-prayers 

Evening Prayers:  8 pm  Tues & Thurs (Zoom) 

Reflect on the day with scripture and prayer. Check in 

with friends, consider gratitude, acknowledge 

concerns. Prayer and fellowship led by volunteers. 

https://zoom.us/j/99295420587?pws=ek 

Q5QkVqaFlmVHNBZGhuc2c3L2JrUT09 

Passcode: 0202 

Recordings now available the next day on our website 

at www.fccpuyallup.com/evening-prayers 

 Speakers Series #59 
Break the Cycle of Poverty  
Dona Ponepinto, President & CEO, United Way of Pierce County  

FEB.  25TH—6:30 ON ZOOM  |   https://zoom.us/j/94777910545  

Most of us have heard of and even donated to United Way, but do we really know their work, 

mission, and values?  United Way has served Pierce County since 1921. Their mission is to unite 

caring people to tackle our community’s toughest challenges. By addressing interconnected 

issues affecting children and families in our community, they ensure that families are 

stronger, individuals gain stability, and kids are more successful.  Moving the needle on 

challenging, complex issues like poverty requires individual and cross-sector collaboration 

that are focused on results.  United Way can and does facilitate that work — tackling 

poverty, one family at a time.  Our community and our society are best when we extend a 

hand of compassion. United Way knows that by bringing diverse individuals and viewpoints 

together, we can collectively and effectively create opportunities for a better life for all.  

We look forward to seeing you on Zoom, 6:30 pm February 25th!  https://zoom.us/j/94777910545 

A free-will offering will be taken to benefit United Way of Pierce County 


