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...CALLED BY GOD TO LIVE AS A BLESSING...

Chimes

Northwest Disciples Respond to Haiti Disaster
CASH DONATIONS MAY STILL BE DIRECTED TO HAITI
The entire world was rocked along with Haiti when a 7.0
earthquake hit the Haitian capital city of Port-au-Prince on
January 12th. Two days later Rev. Michael Kinnamon,
general secretary of the National Council of Churches
addressed religious leaders at a meeting sponsored by
Tacoma’s Associated Ministries. Kinnamon said that
Christians in the United States must share in the suffering
caused by the earthquake and that “When one part of the
body suffers, all suffer with it. When those walls fell in
Port-au-Prince, they fell on us.”

A Note from NW Regional Minister Sandy Messick:
(January 22, 2010) I stand in awe of the generosity of
the congregations in this region as you respond to the
needs in Haiti. To date, you have told me of
approximately $15,890 given by our congregations in
special offerings or special board designations, plus I am
aware of several congregations collecting supplies and
making kits for Church World Service. And I know
there is much more being done and given within our
region. Thank you!

In response to the tragedy in Haiti,
Puyallup Disciples quickly took action.
Supplies were collected for hygiene kits
and sent to Haiti via Church World
Service, and at print, over $500 in
financial gifts were earmarked for Week
of Compassion—Haiti Relief.
Although hygiene kits are complete,
it’s not too late to support aid efforts to
survivors in Haiti. Cash donations may
be designated “Haiti Relief” and will
be directed to Week of Compassion.
(See Page 3.)
The 1/24/10 assembly team with hygiene kits:
Kelli Kays, Katie Peterson, Fisher Patterson, Ben Johnson, Oliver
Patterson, Luetta Patton. Not shown, Cathy Hansen.

Haiti quake survivors
make use of hygiene kit supplies..
Photo: Paul Jeffrey/ACT Alliance
visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

A Generous People

Generous Living

Be generous when you worship the Lord, and do not stint the
first fruits of your hands. With every gift show a cheerful face,
and dedicate your tithe with gladness. (Sirach 35:10-11)
All who believed were together and had all things in common;
they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the
proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent
much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home
and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God
and having the goodwill of all the people. (Acts 2:44-47a)

A Hoped for Future, A Generous People, Generous Living
FCC Puyallup PaTH Draft Ministry Plan

December 27
General Fund*

$2533.25

Freezing Nights

$

40.00

Christmas Eve FISH
Food Bank Offering

$

42.00

Christmas Offering

$

60.00

January 3
General Fund*

$1223.00

Christmas Offering

$ 129.00

January 10
General Fund*

“We do not live for our own sakes.
Like the Magi of the Christmas story,
we all come bearing gifts
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh—
resources, spirit, and healing—
that are given to us for the sake of others
so that the world may become
a better place because we have been here.
After all, we follow the Jesus
who gave all his gifts away
for the sake of others to come.”

Christmas Offering

3.00

General Fund*

$1450.00

Freezing Nights

$ 400.00

Week of Compassion
Haiti earthquake relief

$ 280.00

January 24
$1287.63

Week of Compassion
Haiti earthquake relief

$

20.00

Week of Compassion

$

25.00

Haiti Hygiene Kits
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$

January 17

General Fund*
~Joan Chittister,
Welcome to the Wisdom of the World
and Its Meaning for You

$1498.00

$ 225.00

*To meet the 2010 General Offering budgeted income, weekly general fund donations must average $1,346.15.

A hoped for future:
Puyallup means "generous people." We are living into this
name and into our Guiding Vision's stated desire to live
generously. Each person has a good understanding of FCC's
ministries and the financial resources needed to support
them. Acting on the biblical principles of generosity,
abundance and trust in God, individuals are displaying a
desire to support our congregation's ministries. Fair Parking
income is no longer a necessity for our sustenance and our
outward dispensation of it is increasing annually.

Week of Compassion is the relief, refugee and development mission fund
of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). WoC works through partner organizations to facilitate
relief and development efforts in areas of great need by providing financial resources.
WoC receives all funds from Disciples congregations and their members.
In their name, Compassion indicates Disciples’ faithful belief that Jesus embodied and modeled for the
Church how to care for all God’s people through faithful, life-giving love in the face of suffering.

In his final moments with his disciples, the Good
Shepherd asks Peter, “Do you love me?” “Yes,” Peter
replies. Then, “Feed my lambs,” Jesus tells him. “Tend
my sheep.” Three times, Jesus repeats his instruction,
pressing his followers: If you love me, take care of the
people I love. Live your love for me by actively tending
these for whom I’ve sacrificed everything. (John 21:15-19)
During February 21-28, you have an opportunity to offer
your gift to Week of Compassion (a year-round
organization), empowering Disciples’ relief, refugee and
development fund, meeting basic needs in Christ’s name
throughout the world, and sharing resources that
strengthen people to improve their own lives and
communities. Soon, each of us will decide how to
respond to Jesus’ question, “Do you love me?”
The members of the family of God—from those we know
to distant sisters and brothers in parts of the world we
may never visit—are God’s flock, the sheep of God’s pasture (Ezek. 34:31). Yet, God’s flock is often scattered, as
people are chased from homes and livelihoods by brutal
expressions of war, as communities and futures are
blasted by natural disasters, as societies and countries
are crushed by unrelenting hunger, disease, and poverty.
Jesus calls us to tend his sheep caught in these
situations of deep need. And with love and energy, the
Church responds!
The Chimes

A HISTORY OF WEEK OF COMPASSION
1938: A Brotherhood Dinner was held to increase a
“sense of cohesiveness in order to become a greater
force of advancement in the Kingdom of God...”
1944: First Week of Compassion’s goal: $200,000
1984: The offering reached $2,000,000.
2005: After Hurricanes Katrina and Rita and the Asia
tsunami, the offering totaled $9,422,821, three times
Disciples’ normal giving, enabling WoC to support
more relief agencies for longer periods.
2008: WoC responded to 80 countries and 30 states.
Today, Disciples respond to human needs due to natural
disaster, war and famine more efficiently than ever thanks
to the faithful gifts of local congregations. Through your
support, WoC will remain responsive to Christ's call to
both short term relief and long term partnerships in order
to empower our brothers and sisters around the world.
We often wonder how much we can give when our own
needs remain pressing; perhaps only our prayerful
conscience can answer that. But remember the feeding of
the 5,000: when Jesus asked the disciples to feed the
crowd, the disciples despaired (Mark 6:34-44). Five loaves
and two fish seemed insignificant compared to the
massive need, yet when each gave sacrificially from what
they had, through God’s blessing, their gifts turned into a
miracle of compassion for all. --www.weekofcompassion.org
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Lenten Practices
THE SEASON MAKES SPACE FOR REFLECTION ON WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A FOLLOWER OF CHRIST
Beginning on Ash Wednesday, the season of Lent is the
six and a half weeks leading up to Easter. With its roots in
the preparation of individuals for baptism (catechumens),
Lent remains a time of reflection for believers of all ages.
Thomas Keating, a monk and writer in the centering
prayer movement, suggests that
“Lent is… a 40-day retreat that the church invites
everybody to go through every year….It would
have a transforming effect each time you did it.”
Throughout Lent Christians are encouraged to deepen
their spiritual practices, including prayer, fasting, alms
giving, worship, and study. Consider Lent as an invitation
to deepen your own walk of faith.
It helps to observe Lent in community with others.
Commit to being in Worship each Sunday during Lent.
Attend one or more of the season’s special services: Ash
Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, or Easter Vigil. You may
wish to join the Adult Study Forum Sundays at 9:45 am
or participate in the Tuesday
evening Lenten study. Find
someone to be a partner with
you on this spiritual journey
through Lent. Together you
can encourage one another
to strengthen your prayer
practices and even explore a
new spiritual discipline.

“Lent is…
a 40-day
retreat”

Be creative. Allow the Spirit of God to breathe new life
into your daily existence. How will you observe Lent this
year?

Why do people give up something for Lent?
The practice of abstaining from something for Lent (meat,
chocolate, coffee, television, e.g.) has its roots in the
ancient tradition of fasting. For many, fasting is seen as
simply giving up food. People of all faiths do it—
Christians, Jews, Muslim, Buddhists, Hindus, Baha’is—
the rich diversity of human religious expressions all have
within them an element of fasting.
Fasting in the biblical tradition involves not eating (and
sometimes not drinking) for a designated period of time,
often 12 or 24 hours. Fasting was a response to the
human condition. People fast in response to grief or
tragedy (Judges 20:25-27; 2 Sam. 1:12). Related to grief,
people would fast as a part of the practice of confessing
sin (1 Sam. 7:6; Nehemiah. 9:1-3).
At times, fasting has been viewed as a spiritual discipline
in and of itself, as if fasting is a tool by which we become
more faithful. As Scot McKnight puts it, “as if it’s prayer
on steroids.” This instrumental approach to fasting misses
the point. Fasting is not about what we might get out of
fasting; we don’t fast in order to get something out of the
experience. Fasting, according to McKnight, “is a
person’s whole-body, natural, response to life’s sacred
moments.”
Fasting has fallen out of fashion; yet pockets of Christian
communities are rediscovering the place of fasting in the
Christian life. Many practice fasting by abstaining from
one or more meals, taking the money from what they
would have spent on those meals and giving that money
to charity. For others, instead of giving up an entire meal,
they might eat a very simple meal (oatmeal or rice) and
give the money saved to the poor.
This practice of linking fasting to generosity has deep
religious roots. The writer of Isaiah warns the people of
fasting for self-righteous reasons and then offers God’s
alternative vision of fasting,

Is not this the fast that I choose:
to loose the bonds of injustice,
to undo the thongs of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke? (Isaiah 58:6)
For more information on fasting, see Scot McKnight’s
book, Fasting: The Ancient Practices. A link is
available under Featured Reading at our FCC Puyallup
Amazon bookstore at www.fccpuyallup.com.
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Ash Wednesday

FEBRUARY 17TH AT 7 PM—WORSHIP SERVICE OFFERS TIME FOR PERSONAL CONTEMPLATION
Remember that you are dust,
and to dust you shall return.
The journey of Lent begins with a simple mark of ashes
on the foreheads of Christians around the world. It is an
ancient symbol of the fragility of human existence, a
symbol of penitence and sorrow, and yet a reminder of
our identity as children of God.
Our congregation will gather on Ash Wednesday to begin
that journey together. Join us for a contemplative service
which will include the traditional imposition of ashes.
The ashes are made from the palm branches from our
2009 Palm Sunday service.

Ash
Wednesday
2008

2010 Lenten Study
REMEMBERING YOUR BAPTISM
Do you remember your baptism? Those who were
baptized as an adult may have strong memories of their
baptismal day. If you were baptized as a child, your
memories may be less clear. And if you were raised in a
tradition that practices infant baptism, you may only have
pictures to mark that special day. Too often, baptism
becomes an event in the distant past, far removed from
our lives today.
Martin Luther, the great Protestant reformer, wrote, “A
truly Christian life is nothing else than a daily baptism
once begun and ever to be continued.” It is our baptism
that marks the beginning of our call, our vocation as
followers of Christ.
The time of Lent leading up to Holy Week began as a
period of preparation for those who would be baptized at
the Easter Vigil. In keeping with those ancient roots, our
Lenten study this year will help us explore the daily
implications of our baptism. Stories, Scripture passages,
music, prayers, poetry, and art will provide guidance for
group conversation and reflection.
The Chimes

Together we can find meaningful ways to reclaim our
baptism as a source of strength and inspiration for our
lives. Martin Luther provides encouragement for this
endeavor, writing,
If, then, the holy sacrament of baptism is a matter
so great, gracious, and full of comfort, we should
diligently see to it that we ceaselessly, joyfully,
and from the heart thank, praise, and honor God
for it… The whole world was, and still is, full of
baptism and the grace of God.
The 2010 Lenten Study will meet from 6:30-8 pm on
Tuesdays beginning February 23rd (the second meeting of
the study will be on Wednesday, March 3, so as not to
conflict with the March Book of the Month Club
gathering). Participants are encouraged to sign up for the
Lenten Study by calling the church office or by adding
your name to the participant sheet in the narthex.
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FCC’s newest group:
Friends in Fellowship
NEW SINGLES GROUP WILL MEET AGAIN FEB. 20TH

life of the church
in february

A new group is off to a great start at FCC Puyallup!
Friends in Fellowship, conceived by Laura Vogel and
friends, is a group welcoming singles 21 years old and up.
At Friends in Fellowship’s first meeting in January, at
which there were eight in attendance, Laura reports, “We
laughed and laughed and laughed!” Once participants
took a break from laughing, they chose the group’s name
and discussed projects and plans for the future.
Friends in Fellowship will meet again on Saturday,
February 20th at 6 pm. The group will meet at church and
head out to dinner. Contact Laura Vogel or the church
office for more information, or just come, ready to laugh!
Ash
Wednesday
2009

february birthdays
1 ............................................... Katheryn Kusick
3 ....................................................... Vicki Smith
3 ......................................................... Ron Cook
7 ........................................................ Mary Raup
12 ....................................................... Jarad Scott
12 ................................................. Becky Schilling
14 .................................................... Luetta Patton
15 ................................................... Jesse Stumpf
25 ........................................................ Elnore Hall
25 .......................................................... Kim Clark
28 ....................................................... Don Turner

anniversaries
6 ....................................... Willette & Ed Wonser
25 ........................................... Terrie & Ken Maas
26 ..................................... Lisa & Corky Peterson
28 ..................................... Markay & Ward Archer

baptism dates
Feb. 1, 1953 ....................................... Roger Stroud

Studies for all ages .......................... Sundays - 9:45 am
Service of Worship ............................. Sundays - 11 am
Lenten Study.................................. Tuesdays - 6:30 pm
(exception: 3/2 will move to 3/3)
Women’s Study (BRB) ................. Wednesdays - 10 am
SO & SEW Study & Ministry ............ Thursdays - 10 am
Men’s Study ....................................... Thursdays - 7 pm
Freezing Nights....................................... Fridays - 7 pm
Adult Lectionary Study........................Saturdays - 8 am
2 ................ Book Club - Clinton’s Music House - 7 pm
(Dinner, directions & details on Page 7)
4 ... Associated Ministries Meet & Greet at FCC - 4 pm
6 ..........Lunch with a Friend at FCC Puyallup - 10 am
14 ........................................................... Valentines Day
15 ...........................................................Presidents Day
16 ......................................................... Shrove Tuesday
17 ................................... Lent begins (through April 3rd)
17 ................................ Ash Wednesday Service - 7 pm
20 .............. Friends in Fellowship Singles Group - 6 pm
21 .......................................... Diaconate Meeting - 1 pm
21-28............................................ Week of Compassion
24 .................. Elders Meeting at Pastor Nancy’s - 6 pm
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Field Trips Spice Up Book Club Discussions
BOOK CLUB CONVERSATIONS ARE HELD FIRST TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH AT 7 PM—ALL ARE WELCOME!
February Book of the Month: The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini
“An epic tale of fathers and sons, of friendship and betrayal, that takes us from
Afghanistan in the final days of the monarchy to the atrocities of the present.
The unforgettable, heartbreaking story of the unlikely friendship between a
wealthy boy and the son of his father's servant, The Kite Runner is a
beautifully crafted novel set in a country that is in the process of being
destroyed. It is about the power of reading, the price of betrayal, and the
possibility of redemption, and it is also about the power of fathers over sons—
their love, their sacrifices, their lies.
The first Afghan novel to be written in English, The Kite Runner tells a
sweeping story of family, love, and friendship against a backdrop of history that
has not been told in fiction before, bringing to mind the large canvases of the
Russian writers of the nineteenth century. But just as it is old-fashioned in its
narration, it is contemporary in its subject—the devastating history of Afghanistan
over the last thirty years. As emotionally gripping as it is tender, The Kite Runner is
an unusual and powerful debut.”
www.bookbrowse.com

FROM BOOK CLUB FOUNDER, KERRY YANASAK:
To discuss January’s book, The Piano Shop on the Left
Bank by Thad Carhart, Book Clubbers will meet Tuesday,
February 2nd at 7 pm at Clinton's Music House (2301
Tacoma Ave. S). Take the downtown spur off I-5 S, then
the 21st St. exit. Stay on 21st up the hill, turn left on Tacoma
Ave. and look for the red neon grand piano atop the store.
Many of us plan to meet at The Old Spaghetti Factory
(1735 Jefferson St.) for dinner around 5:45 pm.
Same directions as for Clinton's but turn right on Jefferson
off 21st. Those wishing to carpool may meet me at
church, leaving at 5:20 pm.
During our usual “social time” at 7 pm, we’ll be given an
introduction to the action of various styles of pianos:
uprights, spinets, grands and some unusual old pianos (no
Erards, Broadwoods, Blutners or Pleyels, though). We will
also take a peek in the repair shop which normally is off
limits to customers.
Happy reading and hope you can join us for dinner.
Don't wear a white shirt—tomato sauce is hard to get out!
--Kerry
The Chimes

Page 7

Return Service Requested
First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)
Pastor Nancy Gowler Johnson
623 - 9th Ave. SW
P.O. Box 516
Puyallup, WA 98371
(253) 845-6232

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage PAID
Puyallup WA 98371
Permit #28

Sign up for weekly e-mail memos:
the week ahead at fcc puyallup
will be delivered to your inbox
▪ event updates ▪ meeting reminders ▪ activities
announcements ▪ ministry plans ▪ study times ▪
community involvement ▪ outreach opportunities ▪
and more!

Sign up in the foyer
or contact the church office

Getting to Know Associated Ministries
FIRST CHRISTIAN WILL HOST A MEET & GREET ON THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4TH FROM 4-6 PM
“Associated Ministries is a group of congregations drawn into fellowship by the recognition of the gift of Christian
Unity offered through the grace of God, the love of Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit.”
The Board of Associated Ministries has scheduled a
series of meet & greet sessions wherein guests may learn
about AM’s transitions, about new Executive Director
Rev. Chris Morton’s vision for ecumenical and interfaith
relationships, and about how congregations and
Associated Ministries can work more closely together.

Rev. Morton will speak briefly about the future of
Associated Ministries, then lead a conversation exploring
how churches and their members can be engaged directly
in Associated Ministries' programs and services, and how
Associated Ministries can strengthen local congregations
and their ministries. Save the date!
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