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...called by God to live as a blessing...

MAKING RIPPLES: It’s a small world
FCC Guiding Vision
First Christian Church of
Puyallup is a gathering of
diverse individuals called by God
to live as a blessing in our own
neighborhoods & in the world.
We dream of being a faithful
community of God’s people
whose spiritual practices of worship, prayer, study, & ministry
nurture those who are seeking
to live in the way of Jesus.
Believing that every
follower of Christ is gifted by
God, we dream of being a
family in which each person
discovers their gifts & is
supported in sharing those
gifts with the world.
We experience God’s
welcome in our celebration at
the communion table & dream
of being a reflection of that
welcome in our acts of acceptance, forgiveness, generosity,
justice & peacemaking.

“Our team at the South Mandurah Uniting Church in Western Australia had so much fun
this year preparing for the Advent season. Thank you again for sharing your photos
on the internet so that we could be inspired to make a beautiful place to worship!
I hope you enjoy these photos.
Grace and peace to you all in Puyallup. Gail”
In 2008, an
image on a
Christmas card
inspired Kerry
Yanasak to
coordinate the
creation of a
Bethlehem
landscape to
adorn the
sanctuary. Kerry
hand stretched
canvas drop
cloths over
wooden frames
and enlisted a
couple of artists to paint the vision from
the card. The colorful backdrop was a
huge hit with the congregation.

In late November 2014, the FCC Puyallup
Worship Team received the above email
from Australia! Worshipers and Advent
planners at South Mandurah Uniting
Church had seen photos on the First
Christian Puyallup Pinterest and Flickr
website pages and decided to create their
Advent décor based on those images.

See the FCC Pinterest page at
www.pinterest.com/tanze/fcc-puyallup and the
FCC Flickr photo album at www.flickr.com/groups/fccpuyallup/pool

What a small world, indeed—imagine the
widespread impact that can be made
from the smallest of ripples.

♥
LIVE.
LOVE.
GIVE.

WEEKLY GIVING: Supporting the church
A budget is born. All of the good work that First Christian Church is able to do in Puyallup
and around the world is underwritten by the generous giving of its congregation. From
sheltering and feeding those without housing, to purchasing books and curriculum for study
groups, to compensating staff and contractors for their efforts, an across-the-board budget is
shaped each year by calculating estimated income against estimated expenses.
Job well done! Having far surpassed the 2014 budgeted income of $70,000 for General
Offering, 2015 budget planners elected to challenge the FCC congregation in the coming year.
A jump in budgeted giving from $70,000 to $80,000 means the average weekly Sunday
offering must meet or exceed $1,538.46.

Living in hope. Rather than fretting about the future and the difficulties that can come with
having big dreams and a small congregation, FCC has chosen to live in hope, generosity, and
abundance. What a blessing to live in faith of good things to come!

Be generous when you
worship the Lord, and do
not stint the first fruits of
your hands. With every
gift show a cheerful face,
and dedicate your tithe
with gladness.
—Sirach 35:10-11

DID YOU KNOW? Christmas is...
Contrary to secular belief, the Christmas season doesn’t begin until
th

Christmas Day, December 25 . It is then that the twelve days of
th

Stay up to date by checking FCC’s official calendar for
room availability, coming events, meeting changes and

Christmas begin, leading up to the 6 of January, the Feast

other news. Sync Google Calendars with the church’s

of the Epiphany, which is a remembrance of the

calendar and get notifications of activities. Check out

visit of the magi to the Christ child.
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PLANNING: FCC’s Calendar

the FCC calendar at fccpuyallup.com/calendar

READING STRAIGHT THROUGH: Mark’s Gospel
The Christian calendar begins in
November with the season of Advent. As a
congregation, FCC follows the three year
cycle of the Revised Common Lectionary.
Each week contains readings from the Old
Testament, the Psalms, and the New
Testament, including a Gospel account.

Sunday, January 11th at 6:30 pm
All are welcome!

Last year as the cycle took worshipers
through the Gospel of Matthew, a group
gathered during the Sunday School hour to
read straight through the book over three
weeks. This year’s Gospel readings will
center on the book of Mark. Although this
cycle will take us through most of Mark
over the months, there’s something to be
said about reading and listening to
scripture a book at a time.

Gather at the church on the evening of
January 11th at 6:30 pm to do just that;
sharing cookies, hot chocolate, and a
read-aloud of Mark. To volunteer to
read a chapter, there’s a signup in the
church narthex—any gaps will be filled
with volunteers that evening. On the
11th, bring a bible (any version) and
come join in the reading or just listen.

16
CHAPTERS
TO READ
THROUGH

THE BOOK OF MARK
The book of Mark is the shortest
of the synoptic gospels and was
written about 64 A.D. It is a
gospel made up of narrative
history, sermons, parables, and
prophetic oracles.
WHERE’S JESUS?
The 16 chapters of the Gospel of
Mark can be divided into two
parts. In the first 8 chapters Jesus
is preaching and traveling north.
Throughout the last 8 chapters,
Jesus is traveling south, back to
Jerusalem; and back to the cross.
IMMEDIATELY!

NW WINTER YOUTH RETREAT: Save the date
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God,
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is
your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what
is good and acceptable and perfect. —Romans 12:1-2

NW YOUTH RETREAT:
Finding Purpose:
The Adventure of
Learning Who We Are
in Christ!
Mark calendars for
February 20-22, 2015
at Camp Koinonia
in Cle Elum, Wash.

The Youth Winter Retreat is a fun weekend of spiritual growth
for youth from 6th-12th grade.
Registration forms are available through the church office or at
disciplesnw.org/ministry/join-us-youth-winter-retreat

BLESS

Mark’s gospel uses the word
“immediately” 34 times, and
contains 27 miracles.

DRE AM

SHARE

...called by God to live as a blessing...
WWW.FCCPUYALLUP.COM
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WHAT’S
YOUR
CONNECTION

Living in a smallish town
like Puyallup means living
in close community,
knowing lots of people,
and having a variety of
connections. In fact, it
often means that each
group, individual, or family
is a connection all its own.
A connection may come by
way of a friend invited to
attend a worship service, a
coworker looking for a way
to serve their community, a
friendly message on a
reader board or website, or
a company looking for a
place to donate or give
back. Being part of a
network of resources can
be a valuable thing to
share with others.
Consider inviting others to
participate in a network—
welcoming someone to “be
a part” might make a big
difference to them!

LIVING IN COMMUNITY: Connections & Blessings
Each year, Conation Technologies, LLC’s three partners strive to give back to the
communities in which they do business. Headquartered in Puyallup, Washington,
Conation’s partners, Robin Crabb, Jean Richaud, and Colleen Ward selected First
Christian Church of Puyallup’s Homeless Ministries as a recipient of their charitable
donation in 2014. Robin was assigned the task of determining a need of the ministry, and
a new refrigerator was an obvious answer.

Replacing a 15 cubic foot
fridge from the 1960s, at 31
cubic feet the new Kenmore
unit doubles the previous
refrigerator and freezer’s
capacity while lightening the
load on the church’s energy
footprint. With Freezing
Nights serving dinner, breakfast, and sack lunches from
November through March, and the need to store
communion supplies and other items for church events
year round, the new appliance will serve many aspects
of congregational life for years to come.
Many thanks to Conation Technologies, LLC!

MINISTRY FOCUS: Faith Formation
Taking to heart the First Christian congregation’s commitment to continuing education on The Way of Jesus, the FCC Faith
Formation team has grown and made great strides over the last year. Ranging from an all-church day retreat (Servants
Summit), Sunday School classes, a mid-week women’s gathering, fifth Sunday conversations, a summer
pub theology series, Advent devotionals, Lenten conversations, scripture read-throughs, and so much
more, there’s something for everyone. Welcome to recent team additions Karrin Lewis and
Luetta Patton who join Gretchen Mertes and Connie Robey!
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Reading Together: January Book Club

Strawberry Days: How Internment Destroyed a Japanese American Community
“Strawberry Days tells the vivid and moving tale of
the creation and destruction of a Japanese
immigrant community. Before World War II,
Bellevue, the now-booming “edge city" on the
outskirts of Seattle, was a prosperous farm town
renowned for its strawberries. Many of its farmers
were recent Japanese immigrants who, despite
being rejected by white society, were able to make a
living cultivating the rich soil. Yet the lives they
created for themselves through years of hard work
vanished almost instantly after the bombing of Pearl
Harbor. David Neiwert combines compelling storytelling with first-hand interviews and newly
uncovered documents to weave together the history
of this community and the racist schemes that
prevented the immigrants from reclaiming their land
after the war.“
—www.amazon.com
Book Club picks are available at FCC’s website;
start there & FCC gets a percent of every checkout.

!

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITY
CHECK LIST

PROPERTY

- Chair setup volunteers
- Reader board changers
- Small indoor tasks

HOSPITALITY
- Post-service snack hosts
- Fellowship events planners
- Communion servers
- Offering collectors
WORSHIP
- Sound operators
- Prayer leaders
- Song leaders
- Scripture readers
Contact the church office for
more information!

WANTED:

CHILI CHEFS &
CHILI LOVERS!
This year’s chili cook-off will be a secret chef event—
contact any member of the Diaconate to be a cook!
(Bonita, Claudia, Joan, JoAnne, Sharol, Vicki)
Join the fun: Sunday, January 25th following Worship

BLESS

DRE AM

SHARE

...called by God to live as a blessing...
WWW.FCCPUYALLUP.COM
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visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

Return Service Requested
Sun Studies __ 9:45am Oct-May
_______________ off Jun-Sep

253.845.6232

Life of the Church
Sunday Studies ................. 9:30, 9:45 am
Sunday Worship Service .............. 11 am
Back Row Broads study.... Wed. - 10 am
Freezing Nights overflow ... Thurs. - 7 pm
Freezing Nights host ............... Fri. - 7 pm

www.fccpuyallup.com

GREEN

C HALICE CONGREGATIO N

1 .................................... New Year’s Day
5 ................... Parlor reserved - 12:30 pm
11 ........... Diaconate meeting - 12:30 pm
11 ........ Read-through of Mark - 6:30 pm
12 .....Stewardship Team meeting - 7 pm
19 ....................... Martin Luther King Day
21 .............................Council reports due
22 ................ Rooms 12, 16, 17 reserved
25 ........ Secret Chili Cook-off - 12:30 pm
28 ..................... Council meeting - 12 pm

Visit our official online calendar at www.fccpuyallup.com/calendar
for changes and updates or sign up for weekly e-mail memos in the church foyer.

Birthdays
2 .......................................... Joyce Wolff
8 .................................. Laurie Stanhope
10 ..................................Tony Ackerman
11 ................................... Cary Stanhope
12 .................................... Donna Larsen
16 .................................... Herb Crabtree
18 ............................................ Dick Best
18 ....................................... Tina Blevins
18 .................................. Curtis Yanasak

JANUARY

JANUARY

_____________ 10am Jun-Sep

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)
Pastor Nancy Gowler Johnson
623 - 9th Avenue SW
P.O. Box 516
Puyallup, WA 98371
253.845.6232

Worship ______ 11am Oct-May

Remember Your Baptism
20 ............................ Rose Marie Howard
28 .................................. June Armstrong
28 .............................. Anna Mae Blevins
31 ..................................... David Dimond

Anniversaries
16 ........................... Nancy & Ed Durrant

1950 ..................................... Joyce Wolff
January 10, 1971 ..............Charles Raup
January 20, 1946 ........... Eunice Squires
(re-baptized at FCC 3/60)
January 23, 1972 ................Thom Crabb

