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Living into Our Hope:  A Generous People 
Be generous when you worship the Lord, and do not stint the first fruits of your hands. 

With every gift show a cheerful face, and dedicate your tithe with gladness. ~Sirach 35:10-11 

In late Fall, First Christian’s Stewardship Team reviewed 

the 2012 budgeted-to-actual income and expenses to-date, 

and formulated a plan for 2013. A narrative budget was 

crafted to tell the stories behind the spreadsheet, and the 

draft proposal was presented to FCC members in 

December. Attendees of the meeting reviewed the 

numbers, asked good questions, and reached consensus on 

the acceptance of the budget.  As always, gifts of 10% of 

the General Offering and Fair Parking incomes were 

included in the budget. 

GENERAL OFFERING:  In regular intervals through the 

year, gifts totaling 10% of FCC’s General Offering (the 

undesignated funds collected in Worship) are sent to 

Disciples Mission Fund, the common funding system for 

the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Founded in 

1909, today DMF supports over 75 ministries, including 

the same special offerings FCC Puyallup contributes to 

throughout the church seasons. To learn more about 

DMF, visit www.disciplesmissionfund.org. 

FAIR PARKING:  Volunteers work hard each Fall to put 

on FCC’s largest fundraiser, parking cars on FCC grounds 

for the Puyallup Fair. Volunteers give the huge project 

their all, anticipating not only the blessing that comes to 

the church, but also from the church to others.  The first 

10% of the income after minimal expenses goes straight 

to the FCC Outreach Team to pass on to a carefully 

considered variety of ministries and organizations, in-

house, locally, nationally, and globally.   

In 2012, the Outreach Discipleship Team selected the 

following as benefactors of FCC’s good fortune: 

Associated Ministries ............................... $   350 

Bread for the World .................................. $   250 

Church World Service .............................. $   400 

Disciples Mission Fund ............................ $   400 

Exodus Housing ....................................... $   500 

FCC Homeless Ministries ......................... $   300 

Friends and Servants ............................... $   500 

Helping Hand House ................................. $   400 

Love INC (In the Name of Christ). ........... $   200 

NW Region Christian Church (DoC) ....... $   700 

NW Region Youth—Outdoor Ministries .. $   400 

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund .................... $   518 

Puyallup FISH Food Bank ........................ $   500 

Salvation Army Puyallup .......................... $   500 

Week of Compassion ............................... $   400 

Yakama Christian Mission ....................... $   700 

$ 7018 

“A HOPED FOR FUTURE:  Puyallup means ‘generous 

people.’ We are living into this name and into our Guid-

ing Vision's stated desire to live generously.  Each 

person has a good understanding of FCC's ministries 

and the financial resources needed to support them.  

Acting on the biblical principles of generosity, 

abundance and trust in God, individuals are displaying a 

desire to support our congregation's ministries.” 

-FCC Ministry Plan, Generous Living, A Generous People 
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12/02    General Fund ................................ $2384.00 

             Tacoma Model T Club donation .... $100.00  

12/09    General Fund ................................ $1416.00 

             Christmas Offering ....................... $    60.00 

12/16    General Fund ................................ $  709.09 

             Christmas Offering ....................... $    60.00 

             Homeless Ministries ..................... $  500.00 

12/23    General Fund ................................ $4568.00  

             Giving Tree .................................. $    20.00              

             Homeless Ministries ..................... $  795.00 

             Sandy Hook School Fund............. $  192.00 

12/24    Service Dogs for Vets .................. $  194.00 

To meet 2012’s budgeted General Offering income,  

weekly General Fund giving must average $1422.31. 

*To meet 2013ôs budgeted General Offering income,  

weekly General Fund giving must average $1538.46. 

Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where 

is the one who has been born king of the Jews?  We saw 

his star in the east and have come to worship him.”  

—Matthew 2:1-2 NIV 

An African boy listened carefully as his teacher explained 

why Christians give presents to each other on Christmas 

day.  “The gift is an expression of our joy over the birth 

of Jesus and our friendship for each other,” she said. 

When Christmas day came, the boy brought to the 

teacher a seashell of lustrous beauty. “Where did 

you ever find such a beautiful shell?” the teacher 

asked as she gently fingered the gift. 

The youth told her that there was only one spot 

where such extraordinary shells could be found.  

When he named the place, a certain bay several miles 

away, the teacher was left speechless. 

“Why, it’s gorgeous… wonderful, but you shouldn’t have 

gone all that way to get a gift for me.” 

His eyes brightening, the boy answered, “Long walk part 

of gift.” 

I just love that story.  During this holiday season, I 

watched as people scurried about swiping those plastic 

cards through the credit card machines faster than a 

speeding bullet.  And yet, God has already shown us that 

the most precious gifts cannot be bought or sold. “For 

God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 

that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life” (John 3:16 NIV). 

The magi also knew about the joy of giving.  While they 

gave gold, frankincense, and myrrh to the Christ child, 

they also gave another gift… a long walk.  We don’t 

know how far the magi traveled, but we do know that it 

was a distance that took months, perhaps years. Their 

long walk was part of the gift. 

I wonder how far we are willing to go to worship Jesus… 

to bring our gifts to him.  I wonder how far out of the way 

we will go to praise him.  Do we only give to him when it 

is convenient or easy?  Or do we give what he wants 

most—a portion of ourselves, our very lives. 

—Sharon Jaynes, http://www.kprz.com 

“Long Walk Part of Gift” 
GIVING AS “WISE MEN”—LIVING AS GIFTS 
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january birthdays 
  2 ................................................................ Joyce Wolff 

  8 ........................................................ Laurie Stanhope 

10 .......................................................... Tony Ackerman 

11 ........................................................... Cary Stanhope 

12 ............................................................ Donna Larsen 

16 ............................................................ Herb Crabtree 

18 .................................................................... Dick Best 

18 ............................................................... Tina Blevins 

18 .......................................................... Curtis Yanasak 

20 ................................................... Rose Marie Howard 

28 ......................................................... June Armstrong 

28 ...................................................... Anna Mae Blevins 

31 ............................................................ David Dimond 

remember your baptism 
1950 ............................................................ Joyce Wolff 

January 10, 1971 ..................................... Charles Raup 

January 20, 1946 ................................... Eunice Squires  

(re-baptized at FCC, 3/1960) 

January 23, 1972 ....................................... Thom Crabb 

anniversaries 
16 ................................................... Nancy & Ed Durrant 

12th Century Winchester Psalter illustrates the baptism of Jesus  
by John the Baptist with an angel standing by 

Mystery Dinners at FCC Puyallup always 

prove to be entertaining and challenging!   

Who will be the guilty party this year 

(previous “killers” have included Kelli Kays, 

Emma Forslund and Mike Cheek)?   

Join us for dinner, laughs, and Death in 

Them Thar Hills on Saturday, January 26
th
 

at 6 pm.  Friends are welcome! 

Look for more details soon! 

Death in  
Them Thar Hills  
Saturday, January 

26th at 6 pm 

Life of the Church in January 
 1 .............................................................. New Year’s Day 

 6 ..................................................... Feast of the Epiphany 

17 ......................... Stewardship Team meeting - 11:30 am 

19 .......................................... Lunch with a Friend - 10 am 

21 ................................................................... MLK Jr. Day 

26 .......................... Congregational Mystery Dinner - 6 pm 

31 ...................................................... Council Reports due 

Sunday Studies .................................................... 9:45 am 

Sunday Worship ...................................................... 11 am 

Women’s Study (BRB) .................... Wednesdays - 10 am 

Men’s Study ........................................... Thursdays - 7 pm 

Freezing Nights .......................................... Fridays - 7 pm 
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What’s Next for the Book Club? 
DISCUSS BOOK 1 OF THE OUTLANDER SERIES ON FEB. 5TH 

The Book Club will not meet in January as they continue a winter break, but will read 

Outlander (also titled Cross Stitch) by Diana Gabaldon for their February gathering.  

Outside of this short sabbatical, the Book Club meets on the first Tuesday of each 

month at 7 pm—all readers or interested folks are welcome to drop in to the informal, 

fun-loving small group. Select a book for the club to read, take part in conversation 

and laughs, go on occasional field trips, share fellowship with other friends of FCC! 

Book Club picks are featured on the FCC Amazon webpage at fccpuyallup.com/

amazon.  Begin your shopping there and ~6% of the total purchase will go to FCC. 

Family and friends gather at the door and ask God's blessing on their home  

and on all who live or visit there.  A leader (L) reads:  L:  Peace be to this  

house and to all who enter here.  A reading from Proverbs: “By wisdom a  

house is built; through understanding it is established; through knowledge its  

rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures.”  Let us pray:  Gracious God, as a shining star once guided the magi to the 

birthplace of the infant Jesus, so enable those who dwell here to be your light in the world; through Jesus Christ we pray.  All: Amen. 

Chalking the Door—ON TWELFTH NIGHT, THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD, JAN. 6
TH

  

Using chalk, all are invited to inscribe the door frame.  C M B come from the traditional (9th Century) names for the “three kings” 

Caspar, Melchior & Balthazar.  Some suggest “Christus Mansionem Benedicat” which means “May Christ bless this dwelling!"“  

Each is given a turn to make one or more of the marks: 2 0 + C + M + B + 1 3 

L: A reading from Isaiah: “The effect of righteousness is peace, and the result of righteousness, quietness and trust forever. My 

people will abide in a peaceful habitation, in secure dwellings, and quiet places.”  Let us pray: Welcoming God, we pray that you 

will bless this home and all who live here with your gracious presence, that your love may be our inspiration, your wisdom our 

guide, your truth our light, and your peace our benediction; through Jesus Christ we pray.  All:  Amen. 

L:  May the Lord watch + over our going out and our coming in, from this time forth and forevermore.  All:  Amen.  + + + 


