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Harmony 
 
Last week there was a death in my family, and I 
drove my parents back to our hometown for the 
funeral.  We make this trip once a year, though 
usually for happier reasons—just to visit.  Nearly all 
our relatives still live there, and we spend a few days 
making the rounds. 
 
One of the things we always do is a “house tour.”  
No, we’re not looking to buy real estate, but we do 
drive by all the significant houses in our personal 
history.  The house my father was born in.  The house 
his parents moved their young family to and lived in 
until their deaths.  The house where my mother’s 
parents moved with their three teen-aged children and 
also lived the rest of their days.  The house my 
brother and I were raised in and where my parents 
lived for thirty years.  The house I married into and 
where our daughters grew up. 
 
Every year, we drive by each house, pull over to the 
side of the street, and just look for a few minutes 
before we’re all ready to drive on.  Each house is still 
well cared for.  Each looks the same, yet different.  
New colors, new plantings, old trees cut down, new 
fencing.  My one grandmother’s garden is gone.  At 
the other grandmother’s house there was a man 
training grape vines around a new stone pillar. 
 
Sitting across the street from these houses, I 
experience a mixture of emotion and memory:  
holidays and Sunday dinners and cheese sandwiches; 
conversations; card games; football with cousins and 
arguments over the rules; parents helping with 
homework; campouts in the backyard; observing the 
grownups; learning; being. 
 
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to 
what is good; love one another with mutual affection; 
outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in 
zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in 
hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 
Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend 
hospitality to strangers. Bless those who persecute 

you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those 
who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in 
harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but 
associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser 
than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but 
take thought for what is noble in the sight of all.          
From Romans 12 
 
Paul wrote these words to the house church at Rome.  
A church that met in a home.  Homes are the locus 
of our life together, where we learn how to live with 
other people, how to relate in good times and bad.  
When to be patient and persevere.  How to extend 
hospitality.  Rejoicing and weeping with each 
other’s successes and losses. 
 
Memories of our homes remain with us for a long 
time, if not forever.  Those memories, those 
experiences, make us who we are.  That’s exactly 
why we’re charged to make our homes (and 
churches and communities) places where the good 
outweigh the difficult.  Where apologies and 
forgiveness are freely given and received, where 
harmony (Paul’s word) doesn’t mean perfection or 
uniformity, but different characters and voices 
blending together to nourish each other. 
 
Every year when I do the house tour with my 
parents, I remember the harmony of all those 
different homes and lives.  I’m always thankful for 
the harmonious life I’ve inherited. 
 
No home, no faith community, no neighborhood is 
perfect, but we’re charged to live in harmony, and to 
let our love for each other be genuine.  The music 
we make together reaches into our hearts and 
memories and pulls us together in peace and love. 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Exodus 3:1-15 
 

In this passage we hear that God was moved by the cries of the 
Hebrews in Egypt. What affect have the cries coming from 
Charleston had on you? Have they moved you to compassion, 
anger, sadness, indifference, or in some other way?  Moses 
initially felt inadequate to the task God to which called him at 
the burning bush. What are the hurdles or challenges you face 
to taking a more active role in advocating for social justice?  
Where do people need to be “let go” from oppression in your 
community? What are the steps you can take to help?  Rev. 
Keith Anderson, Huffington Post 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c  

Is it illogical to affirm both God’s sovereignty over all things 
and at the same time, our responsibility for our actions? Why/ 
why not?  Why is it important to affirm that salvation is totally 
of the Lord? If it is partly up to our “free will,” does God get all 
the glory?  How can God be sovereign over all and use evil 
without being the author of it? What theological problems result 
if we deny that God is sovereign even over evil?  Bible.org 

____3rd Reading:  Romans 12:9-21  
 

What is the prerequisite for the exhortations that Paul gives us in 
verses 9-21?  Each of the exhortations that Paul gives has to do 
with relationships.  What does Paul say is the motivation behind 
his exhortations?  What word does Paul use to describe that 
motivation?  Why do you think Paul uses that word and what are 
its implications?  What is the basis for a Christian’s discernment 
of Good and Evil?  How is the Christian’s discernment of good 
and evil different from the society at large?  What must a person 
do to recognize the difference?  Verses 9-13 deal with New 
Relationships, with one another. Make a list of the 
encouragements found there and which ones impact you the most 
personally?   Verses 14-21 deal with New Relationships with 
your enemies.  How do these verses cause you to think 
differently about a problem or situation you may find yourself 
in?  Parkside Church 

 
____4th Reading:  Matthew 16:21-28  

If you could gain the whole world, that is, have anything you 
want, what would that be? What would this do to your personal 
life, spiritual growth, and relationships?  Why do you suppose 
Peter, who had just boldly proclaimed his faith, quickly forgot it? 
Have you done this? If so, how, and why?  What would cause 
Peter to think he needed to protect Jesus?  Peter tried to 
superimpose His plan upon our Lord's. How and why do you, or 
people you have come in contact with, do so?  Explain what 
deny himself has meant to you? What should it mean; what can it 
mean?  What is your greatest struggle in surrendering and being 
more committed to Christ as Lord?  We tend to see life in terms 
of the power and possessions we have, but God sees the value of 
life in spiritual growth that leads to the character and 
relationships we form. How do you struggle in this area? What 
would it take to succeed in God's ways more, instead of the 
worlds?  Into Thy Word 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Sometimes we are given tasks that seem 
impossible. 
Losing weight. 
Living within our financial means (personally 
or nationally). 
Allowing a teenager to make his or her own 
(potentially painful) choices. 
Telling the leader of a country that he should 
let all of the slaves go. 
Blessing those that cause us harm. 
Feeding our enemy... 
 
Help me God 
to see past my own amazement 
at your presence 
in my life 
to DO something 
that honors you 
and brings the Kingdom 
to light as you will have it emerge. 
Amen. 
 
Matt & Laura Norvell, www.settingourstones.org   

 

Not only willing to take my cross but to kiss it, too. 
 
The bright and glorious cross which we now drag alone 
through the mud and dirt, how beautiful and lovely it will 
appear when we shall find that it opens the door of our 
eternal happiness for us. Follow on with courage! 
 
If you find that there are any obstacles in your way -- and 
doubtless you find many, as every Christian does, in the 
fulfillment of duty -- still persevere with yet more 
earnestness, and rejoice to bear your share in the cross, 
which is our passport and seal to the kingdom of our 
Redeemer. 
 
Meet with joy every contradiction. 
 
In the hour of manifestation when all this cross-working 
will be explained, we will find that in this period of our 
poor life we are ripe for the business for which we were 
sent. 

~ Elizabeth Ann Seton 1774-1821, via Suzanne Guthrie,  
At the Edge of Enclosure 
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