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The Stories We Tell 
 
The trouble with our God-stories is that they are both 
beautiful and broken. Both essential and dangerous. 
In this week's Old Testament reading, Joshua and the 
Israelites exchange dramatic God-stories of their own 
— vivid narratives of their ancestors' experiences 
with Yahweh — and their exchange culminates in a 
moment of decision: "Choose this day whom you will 
serve," Joshua challenges his followers. "Whether the 
gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the 
River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you 
are living; but as for me and my household, we will 
serve the Lord." 
 
The stories Joshua and the Israelites exchange in this 
passage are painful for modern readers to deal with. 
They include unsparing descriptions of plagues, 
drownings, curses, and genocidal conquests. While 
they celebrate a God who protects his children, they 
also describe him as tribalistic, wrathful, and violent. 
When the Israelites answer Joshua's challenge with a 
hearty decision to serve God, they base their decision 
on a God-story that makes me cringe: "The Lord 
drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who 
lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the 
Lord, for he is our God." 
 
In a 2009 TED talk entitled, "The Power of a Single 
Story," Nigerian novelist Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie describes her early attempts to write fiction 
as a child. Every story she wrote, she says, featured 
snowy landscapes, and children with blond hair 
eating apples. This despite the fact that she'd never 
seen snow, didn't have blond hair, and spent her 
Nigerian childhood eating mangoes, not apples. The 
trouble was that she'd grown up only reading 
American and British children's literature — she'd 
had no access to books written by African authors. 
She didn't know, therefore, that people who looked 
and lived like her could populate the pages of 
literature. 
 
Years later, when she came to the United States, she 
confronted the same problem, this time in reverse. 
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Her college roommate was stunned that Adichie could 
speak English, enjoy American pop music, and 
operate a stove. In other words, the roommate had 
inherited a single "story" of Africa — a story of 
AIDS, famine, and ethnic cleansing. It was not a story 
roomy enough to accommodate Adichie. 
 
The danger of the single story, Adichie concludes in 
her TED talk, is that it "robs people of dignity. It 
makes our recognition of our equal humanity 
difficult." It makes one story "become the only story." 
 
But here's the dilemma: we are called by God to tell 
our stories. "We will tell to the coming generation the 
glorious deeds of the Lord, and his might, and the 
wonders that he has done," the Psalmist says in this 
week's reading. God commands each generation to 
share its stories, so that many generations yet unborn 
will "set their hope in God." 
 
How do we faithfully but respectfully share our God-
stories? How do we untangle beauty from brokenness 
in the stories we tell and hear? 
 
Stories matter. More importantly, as Adichie puts it, 
"many stories matter." Why? Because while God is in 
each our stories, he'll never be contained by them. 
The God who sings on one side of the Red Sea, 
mourns on the other. The God some Christians find in 
the quiet elegance of liturgy, others find in the 
exuberance of praise songs and tambourines. 
 
To hold our stories reverently but lightly, to let them 
exist in full and creative tension with each other — 
this, I think, is what we are called to choose as 
Christ's followers. "Choose this day whom you will 
serve." May we choose a God  
who is unimaginably bigger  
than the stories we tell.  
A God whose every  
story begins and ends  
in love. 

~ An excerpt  
by Debie Thomas,  

Journey with Jesus 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=168
https://www.journeywithjesus.net/Essays/20141103JJ.shtml


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25  
 

Have you ever made a decision that turned out to be life 
altering? How did you go about making the decision? In 
what ways are you holding yourself accountable?  This 

passage is Joshua’s challenge to the people of Israel to 
fully commit themselves to God.  Reflect on a time when 
someone challenged you to fully commit yourself 

something (ie. work, school, marriage). How did you 
respond?  Israel was passionately stating their 
commitment to God while they still had foreign gods in 

their tents. What are some things that divide people’s 
commitment to God? How do people who say they 
believe in Jesus know if they are fully committed?  

Joshua repeats his challenge to the people three times. He 
wanted to make sure they knew the seriousness of the 
commitment they were making. What is the difference 

between making a commitment based on emotions and 
one that is fully thought out? How can you make sure 
your commitments are fully thought out?  First MB Church 

____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 78:1-7  

What are some “wins” you were taught or heard others 
talking about that were not an eternal investment? Why 

are those types of “wins” so prevalent in our world? Why 
are those so easy for us to gravitate towards even as 
followers of Jesus?  What is it that we are called to share 

with the next generation in order for them to win?  How 
do you see Psalm 78:5-6 demonstrated by those around 
you? What would it look like for you to do the same for 

others in your life?  What will happen to the next 
generation if we do what Psalm 78:5-6 says? How can 
that change the future?  What would you say are your top 

3-5 life lessons you can pass along to the next gen?  How 
can you live trusting God and keeping his commands, for 
the next generation?  What will your next step be to help 

the next generation win?  Red Rock Church 

____3rd Reading:  Thessalonians 4:13-18  
 

Why do you think the Thessalonians might have been 
upset that their friends/family would not have experienced 
the second coming of Jesus?  Why does Paul use the 
metaphor of “sleep” to describe those who have 
died?   Why would a Thessalonian’s grief be different from 
one who did not know Christ?  What hope does Paul offer 
regarding those who have died?  Why does that hope 
change how we think about death and how we think about 
the present as well?  How can you use this passage to 
comfort those who have lost loved ones in the Lord?  
Churches have split over “end-times” discussions. Why is 
that a problem?   How does it make you feel that as a 
believer you will one day live in this unimaginable place?  
Has knowing this ever helped you cope in a time of need 
or tragedy?  How would your outlook on life change if you 
didn’t have Christian hope?  Redeemer Lutheran Church 

 
____4th Reading:  Matthew 25:1-13 

On a scale of 1-10, how much a procrastinator are you? (10 
being the strongest, wait to the last minute procrastinator.)  
What unexpected event has happened to you?  Were you 
ready to handle it?  Why or why not?  Any lessons 
learned? The kingdom of heaven is made up of wise and 
foolish individuals.  Look at the passage again.  In what 
ways are the wise and foolish alike?  Different?  Not being 
ready cost the foolish dearly.  In what ways has 
procrastination cost you and others in your life?  We have 
been invited to the wedding feast.  What responsibility 
does each of us have before God?  What is the point of the 
parable?  If you were standing before God and he were to 
ask you why he should let you into heaven, what would 
you say?  Crossroads Fellowship 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

We don’t know what we will 
hear. 

The call of an archangel? 
The blast of a 

trumpet? 
 

This much we know: 
 

We want to be ready 
when you 

come. 
 

Make us ready, 
Lord.  

 
~ A. Osdieck. Copyright © 2011, The Center 
for Liturgy at Saint Louis University  

The church has collected nearly two thousand years 
of allegorical interpretation of this parable, some of 
which suprisingly puts me with the wise virgins 
(reformation era industrious workaholism, for 
example) but the parable still scares me because I 
know better. I'm always forgetting the extra oil. I'm 
pretty much un-consciousness and un-prepared most 
of the time. 
 

But the beautiful image of greeting the Bridegroom 
draws me to the parable anyway. And that image 
makes me WANT to remember to pack extra oil for 
my lamp just in case he is detained or dawdles or I'm 
distracted or detoured along the way. 
 

With this week's reading the church creeps toward 
Advent, the time to wake up again and renew all 
those vows of readiness and repentance, acceptance 
and surrender. 
 

I want so much to be like those who "do not fear the 
dark because their readiness lights the search" and 
greet the Holy One with garlands and shouts and 
lighted lamps. But living in time and in place calls 
me to respond to responsibilities at hand; justice 
and the re-making of my self and my world. 

~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure   
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