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At Home in God 

When my children were small, the mommy in me always 
played tug-of-war with the minister in me. Often, while 

sitting in an evening meeting, I would dream of being 
home, curled up in bed, reading to my little ones. And 
reading to the little me in me. 

Margaret Wise Brown's The Runaway Bunny is a book for 
children of all ages. It is the story of a little bunny who 
dreams about running away from home, only to find 

"home" wherever he ends up. His mommy does not stop 
him from running away, but she does not leave him either. 
When he climbs a tree, the tree is in the shape of Mommy. 

When he travels the ocean, the wind is in the shape of 
Mommy. When he joins the circus, the trapeze artist is 
shaped like Mommy. Finally, Bunny gets the point. "Aw, 

shucks!" he says, "I might just as well stay home and be 
your little bunny." Which he does. 

Whether we are bunnies or sheep or people, we cannot run 

away from sod. God is our home, and like the early ark of 
the Israelites, God travels with us wherever we go. The 
apostle Paul reminds us that "nothing can separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.. . neither death 

nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation." 

The Fourth Sunday in Easter offers us several images of 
God as home. God is both shepherd and host, pasture and 
valley, mansion and fortress, still water and open gate. 

Whatever the circumstances of our lives, God is with us -- 
in peace, in war, in hope, in fear, in life, in death, in joy, in 
suffering. When we are at home with God, even the most 

difficult days are infused with abundant life. 

Twenty-five years ago, St. Elizabeth's Hospital in 
Washington, D.C., was a federal facility with more than 

4,000 psychiatric patients, most of them poor and black. 
As a chaplain intern I was assigned to the cancer ward, 
where certain death added an extra layer to the human 

despair. One day I entered an isolation unit to find a 
wretched shell of a human being -- legs and arms chewed 
up by gangrene, sweat pouring out of a shaking, stinking 

body. "Dear God," I thought, "what can I possibly say to 
this man?" 

The answer came intuitively. The words of the Lord's 

Prayer and the Twenty-third Psalm suddenly welled up 
within me. As the familiar cadence filled that putrid 
room, the creature before me changed. He stopped 

shaking. He looked into my eyes and began to speak the 
words with me. In that moment, he traveled back home, 
back into the rooms of a long-lost faith. When this child 

of the covenant died an hour later, he had been welcomed 
by a loving God who had never left him. 

In life and in death, we belong to God. In life and in 

death, we are at home in God. But the reverse is also true. 
God needs and wants to be at home in us. God needs and 
wants to abide in us. 

Rest, restoration and security are the promises of 
scripture. And they are promised even and especially in 
the midst of enmity and danger and death. But such 

blessed assurance comes with a price. We come to trust a 
dependable God only when we embrace a dependable 
discipline. In Acts we learn that the Pentecost church 

grew through devotion and discipline. Day by day the 
new converts spent time together in the temple. Day by 
lay they broke bread at home, and ate with glad and 

generous hearts. Day by day they praised God, sold their 
possessions and distributed the proceeds according to 
need. And day by day, God added to their number, and 

added abundantly to their already abundant life. Like any 
home, God needs care and attention and honor. But once 
we have restored and been restored at home we can then 

go forth to give care and attention and honor to the world. 

In the spiritual world, none of us is ever homeless. Each 
day we wake up as residents in the homeland of God. let 

me think that I am in You. 

~ an excerpt by Susan Andrews, Religion Online 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Acts 2:42-47 
 

What are some adjectives you would use to describe the 
church written of in this passage?  To what extent should 
we simply copy the example of the first Christians?  What 
are the benefits and dangers of such an approach?  Of the 
four components listed in verse 42 (teaching, fellowship, 
breaking of bread, prayers), the teaching component is 
listed first.  What do you think might be significant about 
the order of this list?  What is “fellowship”?  In what 
ways is fellowship distinct from socializing?  What 
societal trends, modern conveniences, and personal 
beliefs work against a Christian remaining in fellowship?  
The early church was “devoted” to living in fellowship. 
Devoted here means to be “persisting tenaciously in” 
fellowship. What are some of the benefits of being in 
fellowship like this?  What does it look like to be devoted 
to God’s Word as a church? As a community group? As a 
family? On your own?  What does it look like to be 
devoted to prayer as a church? As a community group? 
As a family? On your own?  Redeemer Lutheran Church 
 

____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 23  
 

Spend some time trying to bring your fears into focus. 
Know that God is with you in the midst of your fear.  
There are two large metaphors in the psalm:  the shepherd 

and the host. Compare and contrast these two images.  
Look carefully at the shepherd. How exactly does he care 
for his sheep?  "I fear no evil" is a bold statement. What 

does it mean for you to say that?  Look carefully at the 
host. How exactly does he provide for his guest?  
Enemies are prominent in the psalm prayers and appear 

here. Who are your enemies?  What is the most 
comforting thing that you have experienced in the life of 
faith?  Psalm 23 is a weapon against fear. What fear in 

your life will you go to war against with this prayer as 
your cannon?  Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press 

____3rd Reading:  1 Peter 2:19-25  

How does Jesus become the example for slaves and unjust 
suffering in this text? What was Jesus’ response to unjust 
sufferings? What forms did that take? How does His 

suffering help you in dealing with some type of unjust 
suffering or persecution in your life?  The text that Peter 
quotes is from Isaiah 53:6-9, the famous passage on the 

suffering servant. Read the Isaiah passage in context and 
find all of the common elements between that passage and 
1 Peter 2:19-25. According to this passage, what 

specifically are the results of Jesus dying on the cross? Can 
you think of other behaviors that the New Testament 
writers exhort us to emulate in Jesus?  12 Stone Church 

____4th Reading:  John 10:1-10  
 

Why do some people’s names have the power to divide a 

room? (Examples: Donald Trump, Cowboys owner Jerry 
Jones, David Keene - head of the NRA) Why was Jesus so 
divisive?  Reflect on Jesus’ metaphor of sheep and 

shepherds. Who are the robbers, who are the sheep and 
who is the shepherd? What is so offensive to those 
listening about Jesus’ characterizations? What negative 

behaviors have you observed in people that help you 
understand how we can be like sheep?  Jesus confronts the 
people listening to him with this truth: the sheep willfully, 

gladly follow the true shepherd. On a scale, with 1 being 
that someone is dragging you, and 10 being that you gladly 
follow the Shepherd’s voice, what number are you?  Are 

there things that you do that you separate from your life of 
following Jesus?  Jesus proclaims in v.10 that he comes to 
give life “more abundantly?  How would you define a life 

filled with abundance? What would change for you if you 
admitted you are a sheep? Clear Creek Community Church 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Loving Shepherd, 
you know our names; 
you care for us. 
When we face darkness and death, 
walk beside us. 
When we hunger for your love, 
fill us with your presence. 
When we are fearful, 
feed us at your table. 
May we dwell in the house of goodness and 
mercy 
all the days of our lives. Amen. 
 

~ Mary Petrina Boyd, Ministry Matters. 

To become a good shepherd is to come out of the 
shell of selfishness in order to be attentive to those 

for whom we are responsible so as to reveal to 
them their fundamental beauty and value and help 
them to grow and become fully alive. 
  
-Jean Vanier 
Drawn into the Mystery of Jesus through the Gospel of John  
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