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Orphaned? 

"I will not leave you orphaned..." Thus says the Lord. 

Orphaned. Alone. Without guidance.  Without support. 
Without parents.  Without anyone. 

Mostly, "orphaned" means being so isolated in this 

world that it feels like no one cares whether or not we 
live or die.  Orphaned. Really depressing. At least, it 
can be—and terrifying, too. 

Although an image of children first comes to mind 
when we use that word, any of us can be orphaned at 
any age. In fact, on any given day, a lot of us are 

orphaned, at least in spirit.  If we really look to see, we 
find orphans of some kind every day. 

If we really look, we encounter people every day whose 
primary fear is that they are unlovable, and thus, will 
always be alone and isolated in the world because the 
world tells them they are. 

People we encounter every day if we choose to see 
them deal with so much—financial trauma, job loss, 
physical illness, spiritual desperation, emotional 
isolation, instability, want, disrupted relationships, 
abandonment, violence ... the list goes on. Any one of 
those things not only can make us feel abandoned by 
the very concept of love, but also unworthy and for sure 

unlovable by anyone. 

Interesting that Jesus uses the word "orphaned" in this 
week's text, as it is such a potent metaphor for what he 
was about to do, which was to leave his beloved 
disciples and go and die. 

He surely 

knew that 
his death 
would—and 
rightly so—
strike fear 
and terror in 

those who 
loved him, 
those he 

loved so closely and so well, so sacrificially.  He 

surely knew they would be left vulnerable.  He surely 
knew they would panic.  He surely suspected they 
would turn and run for their own lives, abandoning 
him the very moment things got rough.  He surely 
knew all of these things but loved them anyway. 

Yet his words in this passage reveal none of his own 

sense of loss and panic, his own sense of being 
orphaned. He speaks only of love of God, the coming 
of the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, who will never leave, 
"the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive ... 
(who) abides with you and in you." 

Whether they heard him or not, he only speaks words 

of hope.  He speaks of complete union in him with 
God, and the grace that comes within that union 
forever, grace that never ends. 

Jesus made a promise then that is still alive today. In 
these few words from the Gospel of St. John, we seem 
to have the sum total of how to claim a full life in the 

face of the fear, terror, panic, isolation, loss, and grief 
that comes simply from living that comes simply by 
the very nature of our existence in this world. 

We get from him—straight from the horse's mouth as it 
were—what it means to live faithfully in the midst of 
life, and that is to live as though we know with full 

assurance that we are loved, no matter what.  His word 
to us is to trust in the abiding presence and love of 
God, which is unceasing, and to remember we are 
never alone, no matter what. 

Echoes of "I am with you until the end of the world" 
rise here, in his words.  Remnants of "I am your God, 

you are my people" resound in his voice. 

God is a God who keeps promises. We know this 
because of Christ.  Jesus has kept this promise and will 
continue to keep it, and in doing so, calls us every day 
to grow up, to grow stronger by the constant gift of 
God's love that we know so clearly revealed in him. 

No wonder, then, in the midst of life, orphans all, we 
can and must proclaim with the joy of our faith:  God 
is with us.  We are not alone.  Thanks be to God. 

~ An excerpt by Rev. Dr. Anna Hosemann-Butler, Patheos 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Acts 17:22-31 
 

If you were in Paul’s shoes, pointing out heresies in the 
marketplace and then being asked to explain your faith, 
what would you say?  What is your reaction to the altar 
inscription of the Athenians, “To an Unknown God”? Do 
you ever feel like you worship an unknown God? Can 
you think of a time when someone revealed the identity of 
the unknown God to you, as Paul did with the Athenians?  
Sermons that Work 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 66:8-20  

 
Have you been moved by gratitude to tell about God’s 
role in your life? If not, perhaps you could try thanking 
God for something each day for a week, and covenant to 
tell a friend about those gifts.  The conclusion of the 
psalm addresses purity of the heart in relation to prayer. 
How do you guard your heart against evil? Do you ever 
find that some habits pull you away from God and your 
prayer life? Do you think purity of heart enhances prayer?  
Sermons that Work 

____3rd Reading:  1 Peter 3:13-22  

Some people today believe that Christians in America are 
being “persecuted” for their faith. Do you think this is 
true? If not, what is really happening?  I believe we tend to 
think of suffering as being UNblessed… do you agree? If 
so, why do we think this way?  Why does Peter say there is 
blessing in this kind of suffering?  What does Jesus himself 
say about this?  In what ways does suffering bring us 
closer to Jesus and his experiences… and why is that a 
blessing?  Examine Peter’s exhortation to witness in verse 
15. What might make people ask about our hope? 
Specifically, in our response to suffering?  Why is it 
important to do this in a gentle and respectful way?  
Revisit the introductory question (persecution in America).  
As you think about these things, what places and people do 
you know who really are being persecuted for their faith 
and actions?  Faith Element 

____4th Reading:  John 14:15-21  
 

How does this passage help you distinguish the roles and 
relationships among the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit? (Or does it?)  How does Jesus answer the question 
asked in verse 22? What does His response have to do with 
the question? How does Jesus model what He tells His 
disciples?  How was the Spirit abiding with the disciples? 
How was Jesus coming to the disciples? How do you 
understand the relationship between Jesus and the Spirit 
from these verses?  How might this passage affect your 
prayers and your relationship with each member of the 
Trinity?  Good Not Safe 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Finding God Together 
 
The image you have shaped within us, 
mysteriously, 
incredibly, 
a reflection of your own Being, 
Is best seen in the multiple refractions, 
of our variegated humanity; 
in the prismatic kaleidoscopes, 
of our shared life, 
our interconnectedness, 
our being with each other. 
We seek you, God, we long for you 
and, thankfully, you are not far off 
not hidden; 
We need only remember 
that you are most easily found 
when we find you together, 
and when we are humble enough to look 
even in the faces we find most strange and 
unfamiliar. 
 
~ John van de Laar, Sacredise 

fall in love, stay in love 
 
Nothing is more practical than 
finding God, than 
falling in love 
in a quite absolute, final way. 
What you are in love with, 
what seizes your imagination, will affect 
everything. 
It will decide 
what will get you out of bed in the morning, 
what you do with your evenings, 
how you spend your weekends, 
what you read, whom you know, 
what breaks your heart, 
and what amazes you with joy and gratitude. 
Fall in love, stay in love, 
and it will decide everything. 
 
attributed to Fr. Pedro Arrupe, SJ 1907-1991 via  
At the Edge of Enclosure, Suzanne Guthrie 
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