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Thirst 
 
She came to the well in broad daylight, bearing a heavy 
load of emotional scars, social stigmas, and outsider 
status. Yet still she came because she had to have water. 
Surely she was used to being judged, whispered about, 
and none-too-subtly avoided by the good citizens of this 
backwater Samaritan outpost. Yet still she came, bearing 
her pain, carrying her jug, and wielding a battered but 
unbroken and feisty pride. A simple but absurd request for 
water from a strange man was the pivot point on which 
her entire life turned. Once again, Jesus crosses 
boundaries, cuts through fear, looks someone in the eye 
and reorients reality. He knew her place of need, and he 
met the woman there and lifted her to new life. 
 
Yes, this week’s gospel lesson is a powerful story, and one 
that speaks to us today on so many levels. In many ways it 
seems like not a whole lot has changed about human 
behavior. We still make judgments and assumptions about 
folks who are “other” or “different,” particularly the 
marginalized and the ones who lack access to voice or 
power. Just listen to how people talk about the working 
poor in our own culture. You’ll hear plenty of heated 
rhetoric justifying why some people should be entitled to 
all the benefits of this land of plenty and while others 
deserve, choose even, to live in want. Fingers point and 
accusations fly about motivation, behaviors, and 
willpower (hand ‘em some bootstraps) that actually have 
more to do with defending positions of privilege. 
 
Accuse me of being a “Pollyanna” or ridiculously naive if 
you will, but I hold fast to the hope and promise that there 
is enough for everybody to have basic needs met if we pay 
attention to how God’s economics work. In fact, our Lord 
shows a distinct preference for the poor, downtrodden, and 
marginalized, and he has no hesitation about breaking 
society’s rules or culture’s mores to draw the circle bigger 
and bring everyone to the table. 
 
God took a small ragtag nation of people as the chosen 
ones, bringing them out of slavery, sustaining them in the 
desert, and putting up with all manner of nonsense over 
the course of time. Yes, in Jesus we have all been invited 
into that family of God, adopted as full heirs of the 
promise and guaranteed the gracious promise and 
providence of the Creator of the universe. 
 
And yet, 

We seem to not have learned from history; in fact, we 
continue to repeat past mistakes and fail (along with 
disciples, apostles, and a long lineage of faithful folk) to 
really understand EU Humanitarian Aid and Civil 
Protection the grand scope of God’s generosity. We 
welcome God’s goodness and providence in our own 
lives, and we’re willing to come to the table to be fed 
with the very body and blood of Jesus. We feast on the 
Word, often taking it for granted, while all around us 
people hunger in so many ways. 
 
It is tough to see from the heights of privilege, and it’s a 
long way down to rock bottom. But see we must. To bear 
the name of Christian, we must see through Jesus’ eyes. 
In the Samaritan woman at the well we dare not see 
someone “other” or “less than” ourselves. Rather, 
mirrored in her eyes is the reflection of our own 
brokenness and shame. In the hungry and complaining 
Israelites whom God so graciously fed and watered in the 
wilderness we hear echoes of our own petulance and fear. 
 
Everyone has worth and matters to God. We all hunger 
and thirst for the same basic things that only God can 
provide. Our Creator is prodigally generous, meeting our 
needs, lifting us up from the muck of our own making, 
and claiming us as part of the family. Can we not extend 
that same generosity to our sisters and brothers in the 
name of Christ? Can we not hear Jesus’ words to his 
disciples later in this same gospel lesson reminding them 
about sowing and reaping and the interconnectedness of 
it all? 
 
There is enough. We can be generous, and we can believe 
in God’s gracious provision for all the world. All have 
worth and are created in the divine image. May we be 
bold and fearless in feeding hungry hearts and quenching 
thirsty spirits while sharing and caring for one another’s 
basic needs.  We are all thirsty people. May your heart be 
broken open by God rather than hardened by this world, 
so that you may pour out prodigal, quenching love 
without fear 
of being 
emptied. 
Amen. 
 
~ Rev. Sharron 
Riessinger 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Exodus 17:1-7 
 

Can you remember a time from your childhood when you 
got lost, left behind, or otherwise felt abandoned? What 
was that like?  Looking at Exodus 17:1-7, we find the 

people of Israel still trying to get to their new home.  Can 
you relate to their feelings of frustration and 
disappointment? When it seems that God isn’t “coming 

through” in your life do you sometimes want God to 
prove Himself?  How is the staff of Moses a symbol of 
God’s provision and power for Moses? At those times 

when we wonder if God is really among us, how can we 
discover that He truly is? What is the connection between 
making ourselves available for God’s purposes and 

feeling His presence with us?  Gateway Presbyterian 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 95 

 
Picture the place where you go to enjoy peace and 
serenity, rest from your labors, and listen to God. If you 

don't have a place like that, make one up. Where is that 
place? (Does it have mountain peaks, sandy beaches, 
desert calm, green pastures?)  What is the "rest" from 

which the rebellious Israelites were banned with an oath 
of God, but which a later generation would enjoy?  
Imagine life without God's promised rest. What must that 

have been like?  Imagine life for you without God's 
promised rest. If your life and well-being were constantly 
threatened with adversaries in the land where you live and 

work, what would you be praying for?  Quiet Time Bible 

Study, InterVarsity Press 

____3rd Reading:  Romans 5:1-11  

What kinds of things make you joyful?  How has faith in 
Jesus Christ changed our relationship with God?  In 
verses 2-11, what reasons does Paul give for rejoicing?  

How does suffering for Christ's sake produce the 
character changes mentioned in verses 3-4?  How do 
verses 5-8 emphasize the love God has for us?  In what 

area of your life are you experiencing suffering?  How 
can a knowledge of the process of character change help 
us to rejoice in our sufferings?  Quiet Time Bible Study, 

InterVarsity Press 

 
____4th Reading:  John 4:5-42  

 
How are Nicodemus and the woman at the well similar? 
How do they differ?  If "salvation" is healing, what 
needed to be healed in the Samaritan woman, and in her 

people?  What needed to be healed in the disciples, who 
came upon the scene?  What needs to be healed in your 
community, in your family, in your own spirit?  What 
barriers do you experience to healing for yourself and for 

others? Weekly Seeds 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

See these secrets, and these pains, that I’ve been 
holding all these years, Holy Stranger; let me lay 
them out before you so that I don’t have to carry 
them alone anymore. Let me lay them out before me 
to examine them again. And when our conversation is 
done, we’ll toss my secrets into the well and go our 
separate ways, with my thanks to you for listening, 
for telling the truth, and for reminding me that I am 
so much more than my secrets. So much more than 
my pain and sorrow. Thank you, Holy Stranger, for 
the encouragement and blessing to be. 
 

~ Rachel Hackenberg 

 

She begins the story as an outside and becomes a 
witness; from her status as a beginner in faith she 

becomes an apostle sent by Jesus himself to testify on 
his behalf.  As such she is a model for other women, for 
people who feel like nobodies, for newcomers to the 

faith, and for people with a past.  Jesus encounters and 
welcomes many into the household of faith – even the 
least likely and maybe, even, you and me.     

~ Deborah Kapp, Feasting on the Word: Year A, Vol. 2 
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