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When And Then 

For each when there is a then... 

The word 'when' seems so innocent and innocuous 
but it is the precursor to marvellous, magical, 
mischievous, malign, morose and mournful events. 

In the passage: 

When the day of Pentecost had come… 
 
When they heard the sound, they came on the run... 

What 'when' is in my life and in yours? 

When will I be more attentive to God? 

When will I experience God inside the room not 
   outside? 

When will I love more deeply? 

When will I die? 

When will I rise again? 

When will I arrive? 

When will I be more disciplined with my time? 

When will I give more of myself to my wife and 
   children? 

When will I respond to those who suffer in a 
   personal and committed way? 

But 'when' is not just about me and my 'when' but 
about all people - those inside the room, those who 
ran to the room, and even those who do not run and 
see - the ambivalent and absent ones. 

When will others know God as a God of love, 
   peace and mercy? 

When will God's presence in other religions be 
   revealed and understood? 

When will the Nigerian girls go home? 

When will asylum seekers be released? 

When will they be welcomed? 

When will suffering end for those who are ill? 

When will the pain stop for those who mourn? 

When will the song of the birds and wonder of 
creation remind us of God's goodness? 

When will communities learn to live openly as 
well as exclusively in their uniqueness with 
translucent, transparent, transforming walls which 
build other communities as well as value their 
diversity? 

When will the hungry be fed? 

When will the leaders of nations have greater 
wisdom? 

Yet within the passage for each when there is a 
then... 

'Then, like a wildfire, the Holy Spirit spread through 
the ranks...' 

'Then... they were thunderstruck...' 

The 'then' does not always 'solve' the 'when' but it 
gives us hope that 'then' something will be different, 
it encourages us that something else is coming. Or, 
maybe more accurately that someone else is coming. 

God will act! Even though, as Jesus says, no one 
knows the time, the time is still coming.  This is our 
reassurance and hope that 'when' is not ignored and 
there will be a 
'then', a time 
when the 
kingdom will 
come on earth as 
it is in heaven. 

When? Then! 

~ Peter Lockhart,  

A different heresy 

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Thoughts, readings and reflections  
based on this week’s lectionary readings 

 
June 4, 2017  
Pentecost, Year A 
 

The readings this week: 
◦ Acts 2:1-21◦ Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
◦ 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13◦ John 20:19-23 

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=47
http://revplockhart.blogspot.com/2014/06/when-and-then.html


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Acts 2:1-21 
 

What are the different kinds of "languages" spoken in 
church today?  In what ways do you share Peter's 
experience, of interpreting the present moment in your 
life through the lens of Scripture?  How do our 
differences enrich our experience of unity?  What is the 
greatest obstacle to good communication?  How much 
does the Pentecost story relate to the life of your church 
today? Weekly Seeds 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

 
Since we know more about the diversity and intricacies of 
creation today than the psalmist did, should our wonder 

and praise of God’s wisdom be greater than the 
psalmist’s? Why or why not?  How do you think these 
specific oceanic word pictures demonstrate God’s 
wisdom?  What descriptions in verses 27-30 illustrate 

God’s providence?  What did the psalmist desire?  Why 
do you think the psalmist connected the concepts of joy, 
glory, and power?  “But may sinners vanish from the 

earth and the wicked be no more,” seems out of place in 
the midst of rejoicing.  Why do you think the psalmist 

included this sentence in the midst of joyous praise?  
Have you ever created something that brought you joy? In 
what way was the joy you experienced in your creation 

related to self-expression?  Life Bible Study 

____3rd Reading:  1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 

Why can someone speaking by the Spirit of God not say, 
"Jesus be cursed"? What is the only way a person can say, 
"Jesus is Lord"?  What common element exists in the 
diversity of gifts, service, and working? Who works 
through the various gifts Christians have? Who is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit? For whose good is the 
manifestation of the Spirit given?  What spiritual gifts did 
Paul describe? Who determines how the gifts are 
distributed? What is your spiritual gift? DELessons.org 
 

____4th Reading:  John 20:19-23 
 

What was the atmosphere of the room before Jesus entered 
the room? How about after?  Why did they fear their 
fellow Jews?  Why didn’t Mary’s testimony of Christ risen 
from the dead seem to matter to the disciples?  What was 
unusual about Jesus’ entrance into the room?  Why does 
Jesus have to retain His wounds?  Why did the disciples 
need to hear Jesus’ words and why were they repeated?  
What do you think “breathed on them” means?  How is 
this spiritual authority exercised by Christ’s church?   
Redeemer Lutheran Church 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Perplexing, Pentecostal God, you infuse us 
with your Spirit, urging us to vision and 
dream. May the gift of your presence find 
voice in our lives, that our babbling may be 
transformed into discernment and the 
flickering of many tongues light an 
unquenchable fire of compassion and justice. 
Amen.  
 

~ Daniel Hazard. Weekly Seeds 

Pentecost Flame 

A 
new 

kind of 
fire, and 

new speech 
brought to voice: 

words that are flames 
through walls that divide; 

language that’s praise sung 
in harmonies of the Spirit; 

inclusive vocabulary of love. 
Drink deep the new wine of 
freedom, all slaves. Dream 
as equals, world’s sons and 
daughters. See the visions 
of the kingdom of peace. 

Wherever wind blows 
 the Spirit will flow: 

the fire that 
quenches 

our 
thirst 
for 

God’s love. 
 

~ Andrew King, A Poetic Kind of Place 

Pentecost: Ture Spiritual Unity and Fellowship in the Holy 
Spirit Rebecca Brogan 
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