
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 

Look. Listen. Tell. 

Had any epiphanies lately? Seriously, when was the 
last time you recognized God at work in your life or 
in the world around you? 

The liturgical church is smack dab in the middle of 
the season of Epiphany right now. Our lessons from 
the Revised Common Lectionary are about being on 
the lookout for God, about being aware and awake to 
the presence of the Divine all around us. Jesus—God 
with us in flesh, blood, and bone—is getting ready to 
kick off his season of ministry and his march to the 
cross. We know the story. Most of us have at least 
heard it before, even if we’re none too sure about 
what it means or what we’re supposed to do with the 
information. 

Yet, like children who fail repeatedly to look left and 
right before crossing the street, we are too often 
oblivious to our surroundings and to the presence of 
the Holy. Everyday life is full of sacred moments and 
“God-sightings” if we can train ourselves to look and 
listen for them. 

This is one good reason to fully celebrate the short 
season of Epiphany. We need to be reminded of the 
big picture of how God operates, of who Jesus is, and 
of how divine light and Spirit wind is intricately 
woven into the entire cosmos. We have all that we 
need. We are loved. We have the tools of the faith in 

front of us, and Jesus calls us to pick up those tools 
and help construct the new reality of the reign of 
God. 

Look! Behold! See! The truth is here. It is right here 
made visible in the God who is invisible and yet 
present and active and fully with us. Look. Look 
right here. See God at work in the life of your 
congregation. See God with us in the birth of a baby. 

Listen for God in the hum of the universe. With the 
psalmist we are called to sing a new song of praise. 
Come and 
listen to the 
old, old story 
that is new 
every morning. 
Gather round 
the Word. 
Taste and see 
that the Lord is 
good in bread 
and wine. Experience the peace of God as it finds 
expression in a particular community where 
relationships are forged and nourished and tended. 
Give thanks and sing your praises. Learn anew by 
hearing and living the story of God’s people across 
time and space. 

Yes, look here. Listen up. Remember Paul’s words 
to those imperfect Corinthian Christians: “God is 
faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship 
of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

But that’s not all. As Christ is revealed to you again 
and again, look and listen for that call to go. Yes, go 
from the sacred space of worship. Go from your 
locus of comfort and security. Be sent, renewed and 
strengthened, into the everyday ordinary-yet-sacred 
space of life. Tell everyone what God has done and 
is doing. Steward those amazing gifts of grace and 
love by prodigally giving them away. 

~ Sharron R. Blezard, Stewardship of Life 

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Thoughts, readings and reflections  
based on this week’s lectionary readings 

 
December 20, 2015  
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

The readings this week: 
◦ Micah 5:2-5a ◦ Luke 1:47-55  
◦ Hebrews 10:5-10 ◦ Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)  

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

 
January 15, 2017  
The Second Week of Epiphany, Year A  
 

The readings this week: 
◦ Isaiah 49:1-7 ◦ Psalm 40:1-11  
◦ 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 ◦ John 1:29-42  

“…Go from the sacred 
space of worship. Go from 
your locus of comfort and 
security. Be sent, renewed 
and strengthened, into the 
everyday ordinary-yet-
sacred space of life.” 

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=14
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org/2014/01/look-listen-tell/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Isaiah 49:1-7 
 

Who is the Servant? What are some passages of Scripture 
that describe the Servant?  What does the description of 
“from the womb” bring to mind from Isaiah 49:2, 5?  
What do you understand about the virgin birth of Christ?  
What was the purpose of Jesus’ birth as a man according 
to verses 5 and 7?  Though the purpose of Christ’s life 
would be that Israel (and the world) would be reconciled 
to God, how would Israel feel about Jesus, according to 
verse 7? And yet what will one day happen because of 
Israel’s final and national reconciliation? What hope is 
there for Israel today? How can you share reconciliation 
with those who despise and abhor Jesus Christ?  Gospel 
Grace Church 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 40:1-11  

 
In response to God's help, David proclaims righteousness, 
doesn't seal his lips, doesn't hide God's righteousness, and 
does not conceal God's love. From your reading of these 
verses, what is he eager to make known?  David begins 
this psalm by saying he waited patiently.  What do the 
elements of patience contribute to your understanding of 
what it means to wait on God?  Waiting in a slimy pit—
what a graphic picture of needing God's help! What 
things in your life have placed you in a pit, and what 
makes it "slimy"?  As you call out for God to deliver you, 
what is it like to wait on God?  Imagine that you knew 
Jesus Christ was coming back in one week. How would 
you spend your week waiting?  Quiet Time Bible Study, 
InterVarsity Press 

____3rd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9  
 

Paul begins this letter in a typical fashion – for himself and 
for ancient writers – by introducing himself and his 
intended audience. Why was it important for Paul to 
establish his position as an apostle? Who are listed as the 
recipients in verse 2? Does it matter that Paul intended this 
letter to go beyond the church in Corinth? Why is it 
important for this church to know, even in the midst of its 
struggles, that it has already been “enriched in every way” 
and that they “do not lack any spiritual gift?”  What do you 
think it means that they were waiting “for our Lord Jesus 
Christ to be revealed”? What tone does Paul want to set? 
The church is obviously struggling with relationships 
among its members… What relationship does Paul see as 
most important?  Do you agree? Faith Element 

 
____4th Reading: John 1:29-42  

 
John’s gospel emphasizes the divinity of Christ more so 
than the synoptic gospels. What does John the Baptist say 
about the Lamb of God? How does John the Baptist 
compare himself to Jesus, the Lamb of God?  Why is John 
the Baptist important? Take a few moments to reflect on 
what “staying with Jesus” looks like for you. Peter begins 
to develop a new identity as he spends a few hours with 
Jesus, the Lamb of God. Can you make some observations 
about people who know Jesus? Have you seen evidence of 
a new identity in such people? Have you experienced 
changes in yourself because of your relationship with 
Christ?  Yucaipa Methodist Church 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

God of revelation and epiphany— 
Through the words of the prophets 
You have shown us the world 
of your dreaming and longing: 
A world built on justice, 
overflowing with plenty, 
and crowned with joy. 
And through the coming of Emmanuel - 
his living and loving, 
his words and actions— 
you have shown us 
how such a world might be fashioned. 
Help us to take, hold and grow into these 
understandings; 
and, like Jesus, 
may we always be ready 
to live generously, 
love expansively, 
speak boldly 
and act courageously, 
that the Kingdom of your dreaming, 
with its justice, abundance and joy, 
may become the present reality 
of all the peoples of this world.  
 

Monthly Prayers ,Christian Aid Website 

 

What other explanation can there be for being a 
Christian? Having fallen in love, other values, goals, 
dreams, ideas, interpretations of reality fade in light 
of the allure of the unknown. Where are you staying? 
Where do you abide? Where are you going? The 
enigmatic answer is, Come and see. No simple answer 
suffices for the complex, beautiful, and terrifying 
transformation awaiting the questioner. If you COME 
with me you will SEE where and how I dwell. There's 
nothing else I can do but go and perceive along the 
way that which is completely new, one-ing myself to 
luminous truth.  
 
May you perceive profoundly the light of this 
Epiphanytide. 
 

~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 

“And now here is my secret, a very simple 

secret: It is only with the heart that one 

can see rightly; what is essential is 

invisible to the eye.”   
 

          ~ Antoine de Saint-Exupery, The Little Prince 
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http://www.gospelgracechurch.com/sermons/160217_-_salvation_to_the_end_of_the_earth.pdf
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