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Refugees All 

Just a few days after singing “Silent Night” by 
candlelight, we come to Matthew’s account of terror, 
mayhem, and furtive flight. Talk about a real downer 
of a lesson on which to teach and preach! God comes 
into our world in an upside/down inside/out way, and 
then all hell breaks loose. Where’s the comfort and 
joy, please? 

Perhaps a place to begin is by acknowledging the 
brokenness of our world and the stain of human sin 
that pervades the landscapes of our lives. Real life 
involves real pain and suffering. No one is spared 
forever, and some experience more than their fair 
share of disappointments and hurts. Evil is real, and 
every age has a Herod or two. Life is not fair, and 
seeking the common good seems more uncommon 
than ever. 

The situation facing Syrian refugees right now 
hearkens back to Matthew’s gospel. Right now, 
according to Unicef, one Syrian baby is born in 
refugee camps and settlements every hour. The 
weather is bitterly cold, and an outbreak of polio 
among Syrian children is spurring aid groups to raise 
money for vaccines, clothing, and food. More than 
one million Syrian children are now categorized as 
refugees. Rachel wept for the children of Israel. Are 
we weeping now for these innocents? 

In a sense, we are all refugees—aliens in a foreign 
land, a place that is not our ultimate home. Citizens 
of the reign of God, we dwell in tension between 
discipleship and culture, between faith and fantasy, 
and between the temporal and eternal. Our lives on 
this earth are temporary; the moment we are born we 
begin the process of dying. And no, it’s not 
particularly gratifying to ponder this reality on the 
heels of one of the most blessed nights of the year, a 
night when even the most marginally faithful among 
us desire peace on earth and good will toward all. 

This is, however, reality. Jesus escaped the death 
Herod sought for him, but the powers of Empire and 
the religious leaders of his day would continue to 
seek his undoing and demise throughout his short 
life. He didn’t settle down in Nazareth with a wife, 
2.5 kids, and a 2400-square-foot house. Our Lord 
was constantly on the move with no real place to call 
home or to lay his head. Yet this carpenter and 
radical rabbi was God incarnate—the Savior of the 
world walking around with skin and bones, 
modeling a way of living and being for us, and 
ushering in the ultimate reign of eternal peace and 
grace-full salvation. 

So on this Sunday, yes, mourn the lack of stability 
and control you really have over this thing we call 
life. Lament the injustices. Cry for the children. 
Weep for the erosion of God’s good creation. 
Acknowledge your status of resident alien and 
sojourner in a world that seeks to destroy and defeat 
you. And then…when you feel you are desolate and 
when all hope seems beyond your grasp,  hold out 
your hands for the bread and wine of Christ’s holy 
supper. Hang on every word from the Word made 
flesh and listen for that still small voice of God 
calling your name and bidding you home, for out of 
Egypt God has called the Son, and this Son is your 
hope and your salvation. 

Yes, the Christmas story continues, and we the rag-
tag, the downtrodden, and the marginalized are part 
of the plot line. Thanks be to God! 

~ Sharron R. Blezard, Stewardship of Life, 2013  
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Isaiah 63:7-9 
 

What do we learn from the way that Isaiah begins his long 
and passionate prayer in 63:7?  Isaiah 63:9 recalls how 
God brought his people out of slavery in Egypt. How do 
verses 8-9 describe the warmth of God's relationship with 
his people? How and when have you experienced such a 
relationship with God?  Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity 
Press 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 148  

 
Think about an exciting time of corporate praise that you 
have been a part of. How does seeing others engaged in 
worship inspire your worship?  Why praise God at all?  
What is the closest you have come, this side of heaven, to 
experiencing a worldwide worship service such as this 
psalm announces?  Do you look forward to heaven when 
this psalm finds its fulfillment, or does praising God all 
day long sound boring to you?  How does this psalm 
provide a new or fresh picture of praise for you?  Quiet 
Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press 

____3rd Reading: Hebrews 2:10-18  
 

When you hear the word brother, what attributes do you 
think of? What does it mean that Jesus calls believers 
brothers?  How does fear of death challenge believers in 
America? These verses share that Jesus has destroyed the 
fear of death. How does a believer live that out?  Jesus is a 
better helper because He understands. How does empathy 
help you in your relationships? What attitude do you 
imagine Jesus has as He helps you? We often perceive 
Him as impatient, angry or disappointed with us. What is 
the truth (see Hebrews 2:17) and why does this matter? 
What does it mean for Jesus to make propitiation for our 
sin? In what ways have you experienced God’s help when 
tempted?  Prestonwood Baptist Church 

 
____4th Reading: Matthew 2:13-23  

 
What immediate impact – if any – did Jesus’ birth have on 
the people of his time?  Why do you think that Matthew 
chose to include this story in his Gospel, when other 
Gospel writers didn’t?  Why would he take such great 
pains, quoting from Old Testament scriptures, to show that 
what happened had already been predicted?  Even though 
the Magi have already returned home, what role do they 
play in this story?  Why do you think we typically skip 
over this part – the “slaughter of the innocents” – when we 
discuss the Christmas story?  Skipping this story shows our 
tendency to romanticize Jesus’ birth when we celebrate it 
at Christmas. Do you think we do this?  Why does this 
version of the Christmas story – Jesus born into a world 
filled with suffering and pain – bring more hope to our 
celebrations of Christmas today?  Faith Element 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Prayer for the New Year 
 
Grant us grace, O God,  
to begin this year in your faith  
and to continue it in your favour,  
that being guided in all our doings  
and guarded all our days,  
we may spend ourselves in your service  
and finally, by your grace,  
attain to the glory of eternal life;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

~ written by W E Orchard, 1877-1955  

The very story of Christmas is dark. Mary and Joseph 
together, fraught in a situation full of tension, are 
forced to participate in a census carried on by 
oppressive occupiers known for cruelty, corruption, 
and bullying. The town is so crowded, there's no 
comfortable place for the pregnant girl about to 
deliver her child, so the couple settle for an animal's 
hut or cave, neither clean nor pretty. Meanwhile, the 
local king, a paranoid maniac, orders the massacre of 
all the male children under the age of two in a savage 
act of terror. The mother and father escape, carrying 
with their child the guilt of survival. 
 
While the slaughter of the innocents may not be 
historically accurate, this story makes the nativity 
truer than the happily-ever-after fairy-tale quality 
that a purely happy Christmas offers. Jesus enters a 
real world, like ours, where children are poor, 
malnourished, enslaved, and poisoned by greed's 
numbing exploitations. Taking the Nativity story out 
of the grim contexts in order to make it pretty, defeats 
the purpose of the Incarnation. 
                                                           

                       -Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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