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A Hole in the World 

Do you remember the Eagle's song “Hole in the 
World”? It begins like this: 

There's a hole in the world tonight. 
There's a cloud of fear and sorrow. 
There's a hole in the world tonight. 

Don't let there be a hole in the world tomorrow. 
[Music and lyrics by Don Henley and Glenn 
Frey] 

I am an optimist and constantly look for the best. But it 
does seem, at least at times, that there is a hole in the 
world. 

 
We live in a day of almost unrestrained violence. 
Children can be snatched from homes and slain at 
school. Bombs and missiles are exploded in public 
places. There is war and there are rumors of war. No 
community, no race, no nation is immune to nor 

protected from a growing culture of violence. It's as if 
there is a hole in the world. Now, more than ever, we 
need to learn a different way, for the path we're 
following leads to a dark and dangerous wilderness. 
 
I like the way of Azim Khamisa and Ples Felix, two 

men who experienced first hand a cloud of fear and 
sorrow. One deadly evening in 1995, 14-year-old Tony 
Hicks shot and killed a 20-year-old college student and 
pizza deliveryman in San Diego, California. Tony and 
several other gang members ordered pizza and, when it 
was delivered, Tony was told by his gang to shoot the 
young man who delivered the food, Tariq Khamisa. 

 
Tariq's father Azim was enraged at the senseless killing. 
"There's something really wrong with a society where 
kids kill kids," he spat. He was angry with the kids, but 
he was even more upset with a culture that breeds so 
much violence. 

 
Shortly after his son's death, Azim heard from a 
gentleman named Ples Felix. Ples was Tony Hick's 
grandfather and guardian. Azim invited Ples to his 
home and the two men shared their mutual grief and 

heartache. But it didn't stop there -- they also decided 

to do something. "I realized that change had to start 
with me," Azim reasoned. Therefore, though he may 
have wanted revenge, the grieving father chose a 
different way to respond to his son's death. 
 
What happened? The victim's father toured the United 

States with the killer's grandfather. The two men 
visited schools with a message of nonviolence. They 
told the story of Tariq and Tony -- one child dead and 
the other in prison. And in a growing worldwide 
culture of violence, these two men of peace changed 
lives. They warmed hearts and stimulated minds of 
countless young people. They showed us all there is a 

different way to live.  
 
David Orr, college professor and author, talks about 
this different way of living. “The plain fact is that the 
planet does not need more successful people,” he says. 
“But it does desperately need more peacemakers, 

healers, restorers, storytellers, and lovers of every kind. 
It needs people who live well in their places.”  
 
I like that...the world needs “people who live well in 
their places.” People like Azim Khamisa and Ples 
Felix.  

 
I want to be one of those people. So I will choose a 
different way. I will choose to be a peacemaker, a 
healer and a life-bringer. To the best of my ability, I 
will try to live well in my place.  
 

Because I believe there does not have to be a hole in 
the world tomorrow. 

-- Steve Goodier, Life 
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The readings this week: 
◦ Micah 5:2-5a ◦ Luke 1:47-55  
◦ Hebrews 10:5-10 ◦ Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)  
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Isaiah 58:1-9a, (9b-12) 
 

We are all busy. Where in your life do you need to slow 
down and take a closer look at what is happening in the 
lives of the people you intersect? Who comes to mind?  In 
verses 1-3 the people seem very religious (after the 
destruction of Jerusalem, fast days were increased). They 
are puzzled by God's disinterest. What evaluation do these 
verses give of the people's religiosity?  God has some 
counter-questions for them in verses 3-5. Why does he 
refuse to take note of their fasting and to hear their 
prayers?  God talks about fasting to loosen “the bonds of 
injustice.” Who in our society needs more justice today? 
How can you pray for them today?    Word-Sunday.com, 
Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press, Sermons that Work 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 112:1-9, (10) 

 
What is this Psalm telling of?  How do the blessed of the 
Lord feel about the commandments?  Who do the 
commandments of God benefit?  Who are the seed in 
verse 2?  What kind of blessings does the author believe 
verse 3 is speaking of?   Who receives Light in this 
darkened world?  Who is the Light?  Where do we get the 
compassion that we have?  Why shall the believer not be 
afraid of evil tidings?  Who is the believer?  How can you 
do great things for Jesus?  BibleStudy.org 

____3rd Reading: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12, (13-16)  
 

What is “wisdom?” How does it affect the way we see the 
world and live our lives? Is wisdom universal – does 
everyone in the world consider the same things “wise?”  
What do you think Paul means in verse 2? What is the 
foundation of his message? How do you think Paul might 
describe the differences between the “wisdom of this age” 
and “God’s wisdom?”  How do our definition and 
understanding of wisdom change when we become 
Christians and as we mature in our faith?  Why, according 
to Paul can we not fully understand these things until we 
receive God’s Spirit? What does Paul say the Spirit does 
for us, once we receive him?  What do you think it means 
to “have the mind of Christ?”  How does God’s wisdom 
help us look differently at challenges our world faces – 
things like poverty, war, or care for creation?  How should 
this wisdom translate into action?  Faith Element 

 
____4th Reading: Matthew 5:13-20  

 
What does it mean to be the “salt of the earth?”  What uses 
do you think Jesus was thinking of in our lesson?  What is 
the principle that light teaches?  What does this concept 
mean to us as Christians? How does the light affect us?  
“Unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven.”  What does that mean? Is this command from 
Jesus saying you have to be perfect in God’s eyes?  What 
are some of the "indelibly etched pictures" of God's love 
that your congregation has drawn?  How has your 
congregation been "salt" in its setting, restoring beauty in 
God's world? Is surpassing "conventional" righteousness 
too much of a challenge?  What is the connection between 
"doing" and identity?    Redeemer Lutheran Church, Weekly 
Seeds 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Exquisite and down to earth, 
luxurious and everyday, 
rare and commonplace: 
this Christ calls his followers to be. 
Called to invade 
and infect the neighbourhood, 
making a difference by living in light and inviting 
others 
to taste the goodness of God. 
God invites us to be 
beautiful and attractive, 
to flaunt God’s marvellous creation until all are 
drawn 
to God’s wonderful light.  
 

~ Liz Crumlish, Church of Scotland 
Starters for Sunday  

We no longer have to ask ourselves if we are 
approaching a state of emergency. We are in the 
midst of it, right here and now, and we expect the 
future to mirror the past.... It is in the midst of this 
dark world that we are invited to live and radiate 
hope. Is it possible? Can we become light, salt, and 
leaven to our brothers and sisters in the human 
family? Can we offer hope, courage, and confidence 
to the people of this era? Do we dare break through 
our paralyzing fear? Will people be able to say of us, 
'See how they love each other, how they serve their 
neighbor, and how they pray to their Lord?' Or do we 
have to confess that at this juncture of history we just 
do not have the needed strength or the generosity? 
How can we live in hope so as to give hope? And how 
do we find true joy? 

-Henri Nouwen  1932-1996 
Clowning in Rome, 

via At The Edge of Enclosure, Suzanne Guthrie 
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