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Stewards of One Another 

Loving and caring for your neighbor is an important 
aspect of stewardship. Yes, that’s correct. Stewardship is 

part of everything we say and do and every decision we 
make. God has entrusted much to us, and that includes one 

another. And if you think 

being a good steward of 
financial resources is 
tough, how much more 

difficult do you think it is 
to be a good steward of the 
one who is different from 
you, much less one whom 

you consider to be your 
enemy? 

Jesus clearly cares about how we treat one another. The 

Sermon on the Mount is full of teachings about proper 
human relationships. He begins many by referring to 
traditional law, saying, ‘You have heard that it was said.”  

Following the letter and spirit of the law is tough enough, 
but Jesus ups the ante considerably by doing what he does 
so well, drawing the circle, making inclusion ever wider. 

Most people pride themselves on being good, law-abiding 
citizens, but it’s not enough to simply avoid doing harm to 
one’s neighbor. Jesus calls us also to work actively on 

behalf of our neighbors, to seek their good, and even to 
pray for those who torment or would harm us. This is one 
tall order. 

All one has to do is turn on the news or scroll through a 
Twitter feed to see horrific stories of the injustices we 
humans heap upon others. Young teens in Florida are shot, 

one of them is killed, and the crime attributed to the 
shooter’s anger over loud music. In Texas, an eight-year-
old boy is shot in the face while playing outside of his 

home. In both cases the shooters were white and the youth 
were black. No mother should have to worry that her 
children are targets because of the color of their skin, the 

clothes they wear, the music they enjoy, their sexual 
orientation, or anything else for that matter. As one of my 
favorite bumper stickers quips: “When Jesus said, ‘Love 

your enemies,’ I think he probably meant don’t kill them.” 

Nor was there love for neighbor in a Tampa movie theater 
last month when one man became infuriated because 

another man was texting on his cell phone before the 

movie even started. The altercation ended when the angry 

man pulled out his gun and shot the texter. No love for 
neighbor there. A group of teens cyber-bullies another 
teen until she commits suicide. A woman is gang-raped 

and killed while onlookers refuse to come to her aid. 
Almost every day it seems there’s a new story of hate and 
strife directed at one’s neighbor who is somehow 

different or ‘less than’ and therefore dismissed or outright 
loathed. 

I’m not suggesting that the average citizen is going to run 

out and commit murder or even openly hate and scorn 
their neighbors. Most people are able to control the more 
base aspects of their inner beings. ‘Respectable’ folk are 

at least able to hide hate and fear under masks of 
respectability or behind ready rationalizations and easy 
excuses. It’s the more subtle ways we hate our neighbors 

that Jesus tries to address. It’s the easy assumptions we 
make, the haste with which we dismiss, ignore, or brush 
away our neighbors’ plight, and the stereotypes and 

ignorance under which we operate.  To be a steward of 
one’s neighbor implies getting to know others, to seek 
understanding and common ground. It means praying for 

the welfare of those one does not know and bridging the 
gap by finding ways to enter into relationship and learn 
from each other. It means seeing the image of God and 

the face of Christ in everyone, and it means stepping way 
out of our secure personal space and cultural comfort 
zones. It means acknowledging and working to move 

beyond racism, sexism, ageism, and all of our other 
schisms. 

These are hard teachings, ones that convict us and drive 

us to our knees at the foot of the cross. Thankfully, the 
discipleship journey is one of lifelong learning and 
constant revision. After all, it is only by the grace and 

mercy of the 
Son of God 
that we are 
able to even 

begin to 
faithfully 
steward this 

amazing gift of 
relationship 
and love of 

neighbor. 

~ Sharron R. Blezard, Stewardship of Life 
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Thoughts, readings and reflections  
based on this week’s lectionary readings 

 
December 20, 2015  
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

The readings this week: 
◦ Micah 5:2-5a ◦ Luke 1:47-55  
◦ Hebrews 10:5-10 ◦ Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)  
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Thoughts, readings and reflections  
based on this week’s lectionary readings 

 
February 19, 2017  
Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany, Year A 
 

The readings this week: 
◦ Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18 ◦ Psalm 119:33-40  
◦ 1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23 ◦ Matthew 5:38-48  
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18  
 

How might this reading affect your understanding of 
holiness? Is holiness related to morality?  Take some time 
to re-read these verses, but include the omitted ones, 3-8. 
Are Christian rituals reflective of our values? If so, how?  
Is our understanding of holiness different in twenty-first 
century Christianity than in the writings of seventh-
century-B.C. Judaism? How?  How might we see love in 
these verses? How is holiness related to love?  Sermons 
that Work 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 119:33-40  

 
Verse 33 reads, “Teach me, O LORD, the way of thy 
statutes; and I shall keep it unto the end.”  Does God need 
to teach us?  Can we not read it for ourselves?  What is 
the greatest sin?  Can we “love the Lord with all our heart 
and with all our soul and with all our might” every minute 
of every day?  Why is it important that we strive for this?  
How do you show your love of God?  How often must we 
teach our children the Word of God?  You may not be a 
parent or may not have a lot of children in your life, if 
not, how does this apply to your life?  Is the Word of God 
in your heart?  Do you have a love for the Word of God?  
Is that required?  How are you actively pursuing having 
the Word of God in your heart?  Adapted from Test All 
Things 

____3rd Reading: 1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23  
 

Have you ever been involved in constructing a house or 
building? Why is the foundation such an essential part, and 
what things must be considered when laying the 
foundation?  Why do you think Paul is comparing his work 
to that of a builder? What was his role in the construction 
of this “church?”  What is this building he’s working on 
and what is it comprised of?  In this metaphor, why would 
Paul say that Jesus himself is the foundation?  Paul says 
that others will build upon the foundation he laid. After a 
community of faith has been established, what things are 
“built” onto it? How does the structure take shape? What 
fires come to test a community of faith? Even if one of 
these “buildings” is burned up, what will remain? In vs. 16
-17 Paul warns those who would do harm to God’s temple, 
the community of believers. What things do people 
sometimes do to destroy church families, and what is 
Paul’s warning to them?  What do you think Paul means 
when he tells his readers, “Everything belongs to you?” 
Faith Element 

____4th Reading: Matthew 5:38-48  
 

With whom do you identify in this story: the crowd, or the 
religiously observant leaders?  How much do you think 
Christians take seriously Jesus' command to love our 
enemies as a core teaching?  When have you experienced 
transformation because a person or community (or you 
yourself) went the extra mile of faithfulness?  When have 
you ever witnessed a "flower" crack the "rock" it 
inhabited? How might that look in our culture?  How do 
you respond to the notion of a "reptilian brain" determining 
our responses?  Weekly Seeds, United Church of Christ 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Lift from our hearts the burden of hatred, and 
drive all resentment far from our lives; so that, 
loving not only our neighbors but even our 
enemies, we may, by your grace, be perfect, 
even as you are perfect. We ask this through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
From Prayers for Sunday and Seasons, Year A, Peter J. 
Scagnelli, LTP, 1992.   

 

Enemy 
 

"You see the lines in their faces and the way they 
walk when they're tired. You see who their 

husbands and wives are, maybe. You see where 
they're vulnerable. You see where they're scared. 
Seeing what is hateful about them, you may catch 

a glimpse also of where the hatefulness comes 
from. Seeing the hurt they cause you, you may see 

also the hurt they cause themselves. You're still 
light-years away from loving them, to be sure, but 

at least you see how they are human even as you 
are human..." 

 
"Frederick Buechner, Whistling in the Dark,  

via Hitchhiking the Word 
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