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Into the Wilderness 
 
This is, obviously, the end of the well-known story. Noah 
has packed the ark with two of everything and they have 
spent months cooped up as the rains pounded outside and 
the flood waters covered the face of the earth. Then he 
sends the bird out, which returns. He tries again and again 
and finally, the bird does not return and he assumes that 
the waters have seceded enough for them to venture out. 
They begin to load off the ark, probably wondering what 
they would find. 
 
And now God speaks. And God brings a new covenant, a 
new promise that from now on all of Creation will be with 
God, never to be cut off again. And the now-familiar sign 
appears for the first time—a bow in the clouds, a hint of 
color as the rains move away, a sign of the promise that 
God has made. We understand the familiar rainbow as a 
sign of God’s promise. We look at it and we feel at ease. 
God will take care of us. In the Celtic tradition, though, 
the rainbow is a threshold, a bridge between what is and 
what will be. It’s another Celtic image of one of those 
“thin places”, places where the air is so thin that what will 
be can be glimpsed, if only for a moment. 
 
Now we can either look at this story as a sort of children’s 
story, complete with rainbows and pairs of elephants and 
zebras or we can look at this story as one depicting a deity 
who was so angered by the rebellion of the Creation that 
God wiped it off the face of the earth. Truthfully, neither 
one works. Indeed, this is a story about rebellion and 
human sinfulness. (And to be honest, what story is NOT?) 
But the whole point is that no matter how far the human 
creation wandered from the Creator, there was a calling 
back, a return, an offering of love and forgiveness and a 
chance to begin again. Now, that’s hard for us to fathom 
too, possibly because we are not good at offering each 
other “do-overs”. We are not good at understanding a God 
who would dispense with all means of justified destruction 
and just offer Presence and Grace and a future filled with 
hope. It is hard for us to imagine that no matter what we 
do, no matter what we screw up or blow up or make up, 
God is offering a chance to return, a chance to be 
recreated into something that only God can imagine. 
 
In fact, if you read the whole thing, it was God who 
showed regret. It was God who changed the course of 
punishment, regardless of how justified it may have been. 
It was God that offered a chance to begin again. God 
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offers all of Creation a new beginning. It is not a “different 
Creation”. God doesn’t erase the chalkboard and start 
writing history again. Rather God takes Creation as it is—
sinful, rebellious, human, hurting, afflicted—and breathes 
grace and mercy in infinite measure into it so that THE 
creation becomes a NEW Creation. 
 
In her book, Sacred Spaces, Margaret Silf says that “God 
rejoiced to see his Dream reborn. He desired to mark this 
moment eternally, as a sign of all creation that hope is 
more real and permanent than despair. He shone his 
perfect, invisible light—the light of joy—through all the 
tears that would ever flow out of human grief and 
suffering. That invisible light was broken down, through 
our tears, into all the colours of the rainbow. And God 
stretched the rainbow across the heavens, so that we might 
never forget the promise that holds all creation in being.. 
This is the promise that life and joy are the permanent 
reality, like the blue of the sky, and that all the roadblocks 
we encounter are like the clouds—black and threatening 
perhaps, but never the final word. Because the final word 
is always ‘Yes’!” (Sacred Spaces: Stations on a Celtic 
Way, by Margaret Silf, p. 145-146) 
 
In this Lenten season, we will often find ourselves 
surrounded by darkness. We may find ourselves mired in 
despair. We might somehow turn up on a road that we 
never intended to travel. In fact, sometimes we find 
ourselves in hell. But these are never the final word. Even 
when tales of a place called Golgotha begin to swirl 
around us, there is always something more. When we 
come to the end, God will be there to beckon us into the 
arms of grace that we might begin again. God has 
promised recreation. 
 

~Shelli Williams, Journey to Penuel:  
Wrestling to see the Face of God 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=71
https://journeytopenuel.com/2015/02/15/lent-1b-into-the-wilderness/
https://journeytopenuel.com/2015/02/15/lent-1b-into-the-wilderness/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Genesis 9:8-17 
 

God emphatically announces that he will never again 
destroy the earth with a flood. Why, do we think, is God 
so emphatic? What does this use of emphasis mean about 
God’s covenant with Noah and Noah’s descendants 
(humanity)? Why?  God states explicitly that human 
beings are bent towards evil from youth. What are the 
implications of this revelation – for us? For others? For 
God? Does this mean that human beings can never “be 
good” or do good? Why or why not? How does this 
inclination seem to affect the relationship God has with 
the human beings in this story? What are the implications 
of this relationship for us? Should the story lead human 
readers to: fear God; trust God; obey God; love God; 
other? Why?  Matters of Interpretation 
 

____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 25:1-10  

What do you think it means to “lift up” one’s soul to 
God?  Why does David lift up his soul to God? In verses 
4 and 5, what does David ask God to do? Why do you 
think David repeats the request for God to teach him? 
David asks God to teach him, particularly in his time of 
great distress and suffering. Make a list of what you think 
characterizes a teachable person.  Would you consider 
yourself to be a teachable person? Why or why not?  
What does David ask the Lord to remember? What does 
David ask God not to remember? Why, according to verse 
7, does David believe his sins will be forgiven? In Psalm 
25 we see David surrounded by enemies, and he feels 
distraught and lonely. Why do you think he has taken the 
time to confess his sin when he is in these circumstances 
of life? Are you in distressing circumstances that are not 
your fault? If so, why might it be beneficial for you to 
take the time to confess your own sins right now?  Off the 
Shelf:  Bible Studies for Extraordinary Living 
 

____3rd Reading:  1 Peter 3:18-22  
 

How is it that Christ’s death is applied to us? Have you had 
your sins forgiven?  What does it mean when Peter says 
Christ also died for sins “once for all”?   What does Peter 
mean in the phrase “just for the unjust?”  What was the 
goal of Christ’s death for sins?  Why would one need to be 
brought to God?  Who did Christ make proclamation to 
and where were they?  What did Christ’s obedient 
suffering according to the will of God bring about?  In 
turn, what does God desire to do through our suffering for 
the sake of righteousness? How do you react to suffering? 
Do you do what is right, keeping a good conscience before 
God, setting apart Christ as Lord, so that He might open 
opportunities to share your true hope?  Vancouver Bible 
Fellowship 
 

____4th Reading:  Mark 13:24-37  
 

When do you find it easy to face the unknown?  When do 
you find it difficult?  Why would some scholars believe 
that Mark 13: 24-37 can be separated into three sermons, 
“divine judgment”, “the promise of fulfillment,” and/or 
“the call to readiness?” The description of the return of 
Jesus is quite descriptive. Do you believe that this 
description is literal or symbolic? Does it bother you that 
the “end times” did not happen in the given generation as 
Jesus predicted? Does that make the passage any less true 
or is there still a “truth” that we are to learn from the 
verse?  How can we be better prepared for the coming of 
the end? Does being a faithful Christian just happen? This 
passage is about hope, about something God wants to 
provide for us that is more wonderful than we can even 
imagine. In the midst of your own difficult times, how is 
this passage helpful for you?  How do you practice placing 
your trust in God?  Sermons that Work, Disciples Home 
Missions 
 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

The dust that shapes the journey, 
the cross that guides it, 
the colour that surrounds it, 
the light that fades through it, 
the word that foretells it, 
the wilderness that invites it. 
This is Lent, 
and into its wilderness 
God calls us. 
Come, 
brothers and sisters, 
Christ is heading for Jerusalem. 

                                                           
~ Roddy Hamilton, Starters for Sunday 

Lent 1: Good News, No Matter What 
 

What a confluence of opposites here! 
Jesus of Nazareth - baptized by John! 
Out from the water the baptized comes up - 

While from the heavens the Spirit comes down! 
Voice from the heaven says he's the beloved - 
But to the wilderness then he is driven! 

Tempted by Satan to give it all up - 
Service by angels is Jesus then given! 
John is arrested, we know he will die - 

Jesus goes preaching the good news of God! 
Near is the kingdom, the judgment soon comes - 
Think again - know that the good news is odd! 

Waters may flood and your life overwhelm, 
Violence, hunger and pain still confound - 
God is the One who in covenant stays, 

Promising love to the world still redounds. 

~ Scott L. Barton, Follow the Lectionary?  Follow me! 
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