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A Fish Tale and a Love Story 
 
Everybody loves a good story. It’s how we 
communicate with one another. Stories help us to 
share life and to explore what it means to be human–
to love, to laugh, to cry, to experience this life. The 
best teachers (and preachers!) know how to use story 
artfully to draw an audience in, to drive home a point, 
and to send folks into the world pondering and/or 
moved to action. Jesus was a master storyteller. And 
so were the authors of scripture. 
 
In fact, this week we have both a fish tale and a love 
story all rolled into one breakfast on the beach and 
the impassioned words of a disciple writing to an 
early Christian community. Think about it. Jesus is 
risen from the dead. This amazing and beloved rabbi 
is now revealed as more than just the hope of the tiny 
nation of Israel but indeed as the out-of-this-world 
ruler of the cosmos who will not be bound by time 
and space but who is also as ordinary as the fisherfolk 
with whom he’s now dining on the beach. 
 
What madness is this? How can this be? We’ve taken 
this absolutely phenomenal story and sanitized it for 
Sunday school consumption. We trot dutifully to the 
altar rail to consume a bit of bread or a wafer, a sip of 
wine or a jigger of juice in various states of 
awareness of the miracle of this meal. And that we 
are called children of God? Wow! What wondrous 
love is this? What kind of earth-shattering, limit-
busting, reality-bending wonderment is this? Really. 
 
Don’t take this the wrong way. I’m really NOT trying 
to beat up on everyday faithful disciples, on salt-of-
the-earth Christians who are trying to walk the walk 
and talk the talk, the faithful who “fall down seven 
and get up eight” as the Japanese proverb reminds us. 
This is not a guilt trip. No, not at all! This is a good 
news story that never ends. Our Lukan fish tale this 
week reminds us that even the early disciples 
doubted, were confused, and sometimes were stuck in 
a quagmire of inaction and ineptitude. Human nature 
has not changed one iota. And the good news is that 
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neither has God’s amazing love story and wild and 
crazy grace. 
 
Our life of faith may be marked by hills or mountains. 
It may be peppered with storms and pitfalls. There 
may be periods of clear, smooth sailing, just as there 
will surely be times of trial and tribulation. The 
journey begins at baptism and ends when we enter 
eternal life. There are no shortcuts, no fail-safe plans 
for traveling ease or assurances of “first class” 
seating; however, John’s letter to these early 
Christians who suffered doubt, confusion, hardship, 
and loss points us to the nature of God revealed in and 
through Jesus. Like the original audience, we need to 
hear this message again and again: The essential 
nature of love is an integral part of discipleship. God 
and love cannot be separated. 
 
In Jesus we see God. In Jesus we see love worked out 
in a radical, mind-bending way. In the revealing of 
God and the nature of love we get our discipleship 
marching orders. It’s a love story that never ends, that 
we are written right into and that is written (quite 
literally) into our very hearts. 
 
And yes, just as Jesus told his first disciples, we ARE 
witnesses to these things. We may not have been 
sharing that meal of fish over a charcoal fire on the 
lakeside beach, but we share Christ’s very self and 
consume Christ’s amazing love whenever we gather 
at his table. So let us consume love and be consumed 
by love. In doing so, we are equipped to live life 
abundant and to go out and retell this love story/fish 
tale so that all may see and hear. 
 

~ Sharron R. Blezard, Stewardship of Life 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=88
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org/2015/04/a-fish-tale-and-a-love-story/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Acts 3:12-19 
 

Have you ever been afraid to pray for something that 
seemed “too good to be true?”  Why do you think Peter 
and John commanded the man to look at them?  Any 
healing is, of course, an amazing thing! What was it about 
this man’s healing that was so astonishing to the crowd 
gathered there?  According to verse 16, the man was 
healed “completely.” Why is this significant?  Why do 
you think that Peter used his very first words to point out 
that the healing power did not come from himself or 
John?  Look over Peter’s speech in verses 11-26. From 
your own understanding of the Old Testament and the 
Jewish faith, in what ways did Peter carefully connect the 
story of Jesus to the story of the Jewish religion?  Why do 
you think Peter was so careful to say that the man had 
been healed in the name of Jesus?  In verse 16, Peter says 
that the man was healed through “faith in Jesus.” Jesus 
himself frequently told those he healed that their own 
faith had healed them. Whose faith healed this man? 
What is the difference between a simple prayer, and a 
prayer made “in faith?”   How might our own faith – or 
lack of faith – affect the outcomes of our prayers?  How 
might our own faith – or lack of faith – influence the 
ways we pray, and the kinds of things for which we pray?  
Faith Element 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 4 

How do you generally respond when you are angry? (For 
example, do you talk about it or do you keep it to 
yourself?) What is David angry about? How does David 
deal with his anger? In verse 4 David suggests that we can 
be angry and not sin. How do you think that could be 
possible? What do you think David means by the phrase 
"search your hearts and be silent?” How can reflecting on 
angry feelings be a healthy way of dealing with anger? 
How can knowing the joy of the Lord (vv. 6-7) help you 
deal with anger? Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press  

____3rd Reading:  1 John 3:1-7 
 

As a Christian living in the world, what challenges do you 
face day to day, at school, work, etc.?  John says God is a 
Father, we are his children, and we are to love other 
Christians as brothers and sisters. Why do you think John 
emphasizes these family relationships?   Why was it 
important for Jesus to be without sin? What does his 
sinlessness have to do with our personal relationship with 
God? (See Hebrews 7:27 and 10:10.) The theme of our 
study is “Love One Another.” How does this week’s 
passage relate to John’s big idea and his hope for Jesus' 
Church?  Mark Driscoll 

 
____4th Reading:  Luke 24:36b-48 

 
Notice the 14-mile round trip – on foot – at the end of a 
full day for both of the disciples and also for Jesus. When 
did the disciples know they were in the presence of Jesus?  
In today's passage, what are elements of gentleness, 
patience, and full-fledged humanity?  As they ate broiled 
fish together/what do you suppose they remembered from 
the last meal they had all together?  What had Jesus set up 
for them at that meal?  How often do you notice Jesus in 
your midst?  Where do you feel Jesus present in your life 
today?  Lesson Plans that Work 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, the light of your love shines on, 
illuminating the places where you are present.  
As the bewildered disciples pondered the stories of 
your appearance, 
you penetrated the darkness of their fear and doubt 
with your word of peace. 
You showed them the appalling marks of evil pierced 
on your hands and feet.  
You opened their minds to understand 
why you had to die to defeat such evil and death.   
Increase our understanding, we pray,  
and open our minds and hearts to receive you, Lord. 
Speak your word of peace to us 
and let your love shine on any dark areas in our 
lives. Amen 
 

~ Moira Laidlaw, Liturgies Online  

 

It is useless to ask why they did not recognize their 

companion on the road to Emmaus before that flash of 
insight at the breaking of the bread. Suddenly they 
recognize him and just as suddenly he is gone. 

How often insight occurs indirectly, slipping in 
sideways from the unconscious, or, while your eyes, 
blurry in daydreaming, lose their focus. How often a 

problem solves itself in twilight sleep, in the shower or 
garden, while you’ve ceased to concentrate on the 
puzzle. Living in the post-resurrection world means 

cultivating some kind of extra sense - and being open to 
surprise. 

What is your Emmaus moment?  

~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=88
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=88
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