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In 1961, First Christian Church of Puyallup 

celebrated a move and the completion of a 

beautiful new building. Since then the mission 

and ministries of the congregation have 

steadily evolved to the point that the church 

building now serves as a “mission center” 

from which participants seek to “live as a 

blessing in our own neighborhoods and in the 

world.”  The fact that FCC hosts over 70 

Freezing Night guests every Friday night and 

houses overflow guests from other churches 

on Thursday nights is a clear example of FCC 

living as a blessing in our community today. 

While the church’s 

mission and ministries 

have evolved during the 

past 54 years, the 

restrooms have not!  

The 1960 vintage 

restrooms are woefully 

inadequate to 

accommodate the needs 

of Freezing Nights 

guests, not to mention 

daily use by dozens of 

preschoolers, and the 

many other nonprofit 

groups that use the 

“mission center.” 

Restroom Upgrade Fund Drive Underway 

Two of FCC Puyallup’s resident construction 

experts, John Grant and Thom Crabb, have 

put together a detailed, realistic plan that can 

bring the restrooms into the 21st century. It 

will cost about $20,000 to make that plan a 

reality. Fortunately, there is a $10,000 gift 

from an anonymous donor that can be used to 

match contributions up to $10,000, so the 

$20,000 goal is very attainable. However, 

everyone’s help is needed to make it happen! 

Members and friends who can are asked to 

make a one-time donation to the restroom 

upgrade fund, or to pledge a monetary gift to 

the fund over the next year, or to fund a 

specific item for the project. Each dollar 

donated, pledged, or committed will be 

matched with an equal amount from the 

anonymous gift!  What a deal! 

Donation cards will soon arrive in 

mailboxes; fill one out to pledge help to 

make this plan achievable. To fund 

specific items for the project, see the list 

posted in the narthex.  Place donation or 

donation card in the offering through 

January or mail to the church.  Feel the 

excitement grow as the chalice in the 

narthex fills up and the improvements get 

underway! 

We dream of being a faithful 

community of God’s people 

whose spiritual practices of wor-

ship, prayer, study, & ministry 

nurture those who are seeking 

to live in the way of Jesus. 

First Christian Church of 

Puyallup is a gathering of di-

verse individuals called by God 

to live as a blessing in our own 

neighborhoods & in the world.   

Believing that every 

follower of Christ is gifted by 

God, we dream of being a 

family in which each person 

discovers their gifts & is 

supported in sharing those 

gifts with the world. 

We experience God’s 

welcome in our celebration at 

the communion table & dream 

of being a reflection of that 

welcome in our acts of accept-

ance, forgiveness, generosity, 

justice & peacemaking. 

FCC Guiding Vision 
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Donations will be used in 2016 to 

fulfill the former Property Chair’s 

hopes of a welcoming and handicapped 

accessible (ADA) restroom at FCC. Thanks 

for making Bob’s dream come true! 



 

 

Freezing Nights, Puyallup’s winter homeless sheltering 

ministry, began its tenth season at First Christian on 

November 6
th
.  Freezing Nights has grown from twelve 

or fewer guests to over 70 persons on a typical night 

hoping for food, shelter, fellowship, and safety.  A 

number of guests also have pets needing shelter. 

Hosted by several local churches from 7 pm to 7 am 

each night November through March, FCC Puyallup 

hosts on Fridays again this season.  Guests use New 

Hope Resource Center as the pickup site for Freezing 

Nights and are dropped off there in the morning. 

Volunteers needed for a variety of tasks and shifts: 

 Spend the night, sleep 

in shifts, or take a 

partial shift  

 Set up chairs on 

Saturday 

 Visiting & mentoring 

 Set up and cleanup 

 Meal serving 

 Laundry 

Freezing Nights: 

Puyallup churches’ 

sheltering ministry 

hard at work 

B L E S S  D R E AM  S H AR E  
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Also in need of: 

 Pillow cases 

 Twin or full blankets 

 Warm socks 

 Hand warmers 

Join us for fun and song!   

SECRET 
SANTA  
2015 

This year FCC Puyallup will 

host Freezing Nights on 

Christmas Day! 

Each guest was recently 

asked to write down three 

Christmas wishes.  Their 

wishes were mostly simple.  

Some wished for socks, 

some hoped for a gift card, 

others a bus pass, and one 

wrote “Peace on Earth.” With  

your generous help we can 

make some Christmas 

wishes come true. 

Members and friends of FCC 

may sign up to help make a 

brighter Christmas for guests 

of Freezing Nights!  Contact 

Bonnie Goddard, Terry 

Forslund, or the church office 

to participate. 



 

 

Learning Circle opportunities on Sunday—and Wednesday—mornings 

Faith formation is happening at FCC!  The Sunday Learning Circle has met 

for just over a year exploring Brian McLaren's book We Make the Road by 

Walking, and loving it!  The Sunday 9:30 am group will begin a new book, 

McLaren’s A New Kind of Christianity, on January 10
th
.   

The prior book study was so popular and meaningful for the Learning 

Circle that a new Wednesday 11 am learning circle has begun 

discussion of We Make the Road by Walking, meeting in Room 16.   

Come and see what all the excitement is about!  No pre-reading or 

previous faith experience is necessary and each session is standalone, 

so drop-ins are always welcome for either session. 
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SHOPPING 
FROM 
HOME 

Sharing a family memory keeps it alive long after a loved one is gone. 

Children are taught to share treats and treasures with friends. Sharing 

faith stories is an integral part of all religions. With all of that in  

mind, FCC’s Faith Formation Team has prepared a  

series of  children’s “Faith Bags” for the  

weeks in Advent. 

THE FAITH OF OUR CHILDREN:  The importance of sharing  

Faith Bags are available for kids pre-K through 5
th
 

and contain items and lessons connected to the 

service and sermon for them to play with and 

ponder through the Worship hour. Faith Bag items 

are swapped out each week, so return them after 

Worship. Bring a little one with you to worship and 

learn the beloved stories! 

Begin all your Christmas 

shopping at First Christian’s 

Amazon webpage and the 

church will get about six percent 

of your total purchase! 

It’s easy—just log on to FCC’s 

website  at fccpuyallup.com/

amazon, select a featured item 

or enter a keyword search, and 

from there on your entire 

purchase will benefit FCC 

Puyallup. 

Share the link, support FCC! 

fccpuyallup.com/amazon  

“At the turn of the twentieth century, in a rural stretch of the 

Pacific Northwest, a reclusive orchardist, William Talmadge, 

patiently tends to his apples and apricots. A gentle man, he's 

found solace in the sweetness of the fruit he grows and the 

land he cultivates. One day, two teenage girls appear and 

steal his fruit from the market; they later return to the outskirts 

of his orchard to see the man who gave them no chase. 

Scared and pregnant, the girls take up on Talmadge's land 

and indulge in his deep reservoir of compassion. Just as the 

girls begin to trust him, men arrive in the orchard with guns, 

and the tragedy that follows will set Talmadge on an 

irrevocable course not only to save and protect but also to 

reconcile the ghosts of his own troubled past.” 

NOW READING: The Orchardist  

FCC’s Book Club will change it up and meet on Monday, January 11
th

 at 2 pm  

at the home of Kerry Yanasak to discuss The Orchardist.  

Picks are available at FCC’s Amazon storefront:  www.fccpuyallup.com/amazon 

Learning & fellowship: Faith Formation at FCC 

“These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. Impress them on your children.  

Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.”  —Deuteronomy 6:6-7 

http://www.fccpuyallup.com/amazon


 

 

With the hard work of Fair 

Parking at FCC in September 

come many blessings.  Each 

year the First Christian Church 

congregation commits to 

supporting nonprofits and 

ministries doing good work 

locally, nationally, and globally 

by gifting the first 10% of Fair 

Parking income.   

This year, the beneficiaries 

selected by the FCC Outreach 

Team to receive Fair Parking 

Outreach offerings are: 

The wonderful 

gift of giving:  

“...in our own 

neighborhoods 

and in the world.” 

B L E S S  D R E AM  S H AR E  

...called by God to live as a blessing... 
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              Global:        

      $400        Bread for the World 

      $400        Church World Service 

      $400        Disciples Mission Fund 

      $400        Week of Compassion 

      $1,600     Global Subtotal 

              Regional: 

      $400        Our Common Table  

  New church start in Everett) 

      $400        NW Regional Christian Church 

      $300        NWRCC Youth Program 

      $400        Yakama Mission 

      $1,500     Regional Subtotal 

              Local: 

      $400        Associated Ministries 

      $400        Exodus Housing 

      $500        Friends & Servants 

      $500        Helping Hand House 

      $200        Love, Inc. 

      $425        Pastor's Discretionary Fund 

      $500        Puyallup Food Bank 

      $500        New Hope Resource Center 

      $3,425     Local Subtotal 
Rosemarie Howard gave many 

hours of her time to ensure FCC’s 
successful Fair Parking ministry! 

Karrin Lewis was on hand many 
afternoons to welcome guests to 

the FCC parking lot. 

Karl Raup has years of 
experience beckoning 
Fairgoers to the FCC 

grounds! 



 

 

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor Nancy Gowler Johnson 

623 - 9th Avenue SW 

P.O. Box 516 

Puyallup, WA  98371 

253.845.6232 

Return Service Requested 

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

GREEN CHALICE 
CONGREGATION 

Worship ______  11am Oct-May 

  _____________ 10am Jun-Sep 

Sun. Studies _ 9:45am Oct-May 

  _______________  off Jun-Sep 

253.845.6232 

www.fccpuyallup.com 
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Birthdays 
  3 ..................................... Joyce Riffe 

  6 .................. Nancy Gowler Johnson 

  6 ........................ Stephanie Knieriem 

  8 ............................. Bonnie Goddard 

10 .................................... Tasha Cruz 

15 ........................... Ercie Borrowman 

17 .................................... Wolf Patton 

18 .................................... Liam Patton 

20 .............................. Emma Forslund 

22 ..................................... Sara Jarvis 

26 ........................... Sherman Squires 

27 ................................ Mike Kereluck 

28 .................................. Betty O’Brien 

28 .............................. Corky Peterson 

31 ................................. Ginny Docker 

 

Anniversaries 
12 ................. Bonnie & Ron Goddard 

20 .......................... Vicki & Ray Smith 

 

Remember Your Baptism 
December 5, 1954 .............. Viki Pearson 

December 13, 1959 .............. Don Turner 

December 15, 2002 ...... Emma Forslund 

December 18, 2005 .... Megan Stanhope 

December 20, 1981 ...... June Armstrong 

December 21, 2003 ............ Tyler Pasola 

Christmas Eve  
Candlelight Service 
 
December 24th 
4:30 pm 
 
Join us. 
 


