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As we say goodbye to the Thanksgiving season and move into the days of Advent, Christmas and New Years, a 

doorway opens up for us to reflect on our lives and give thanks. 

In August I marked my twelfth year in ministry with Puyallup First Christian. I am 

immensely grateful for this congregation who took a chance on me—a woman, trained 

in a Southern Baptist seminary, who had never served as a congregational pastor 

before. I’m not sure what you were thinking when you called me to be your minister, 

but I am so glad you did!  You’ve forgiven my mistakes, supported me in my crazy 

ideas, and ministered to me in powerful ways.   

We sometimes refer to ourselves as “the little church in the valley.”  We may be small 

in number, but I am grateful for a congregation that has done hard work, made tough 

decisions, and embraced our calling to be a tangible sign of Christ’s body in the world. 

Our world is changing, and to be faithful followers of Christ, we too must be open and 

ready to “risk something big for something good.” 

This Fall I’ve been especially thankful for the willingness of congregational folks to be flexible with meeting 

schedules.  As many of you know, my husband Greg is spending part of his sabbatical year as a Research Associate at 

the Oxford Institute for Ethics, Law and Armed Conflict.  My respect for single parents only grows stronger when he 

is away for extended periods of time.  You as a congregation have offered grace to us, by adapting meeting and study 

times and offering a welcome to Ben in your homes.   We are deeply grateful. 

Ben and I will be travelling to Oxford to join Greg for Christmas. We look forward to being together and for the 

opportunity to experience the holiday season in Great Britain.  In my absence I am grateful for Rev. Marvin Eckfeldt, 

who will be preaching on the fourth Sunday of Advent and the first Sunday of Christmas.  Marvin is a familiar 

presence for many, and he welcomes the chance to celebrate the Christmas season with our congregation.  I am also 

grateful to our elders, who will be available for pastoral care concerns while I am away.  We will keep you all in our 

prayers, and we ask for your prayers for us on our journey. 

As the seasons of Advent and Christmas unfold, may we all find “doorways into thanks” that lead us to days full of 

wonder, love and joy.    

“...the doorway  
  into thanks…” 

--Mary Oliver 

odds-n-ends 
RANDOM THOUGHTS FROM PASTOR NANCY 
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The season on the Christian calendar known as Advent is a time of preparation, of waiting in anticipation of the 

coming of Jesus.  At the very beginning of the new Christian year, Advent invites us to quiet down, to observe and 

be watchful, to garner energy for what is to come, and to be attentive to the breaking through of God in our lives.   

Join us throughout December to share evocative worship and to experience together the thrilling expectation of 

something new about to unfold.  

 

Please contact Worship Chair Robin Crabb  

to participate in Worship during Advent  

or on Christmas Eve: 

Advent Sundays (Dec. 2, 9, 16, 23) - 11 am 

    + Readers for a short text 

    + Candle Lighters 

    + Writer/leaders of Prayers of the People 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service- 4:30 pm 

    + Scripture Readers  

    + Candle Servers  

    + Greeters 

Prepare the Way of the Lord 

~Luke 3:4 

Mary Jo Leddy is a teacher, author, and an 

“innkeeper” (of sorts) of a house of hospitality for 

refugees in Toronto. She begins her book Radical 

Gratitude with a story that seems relevant in these days 

when we open our lives up to Emmanuel—”God-with-

us”—once again.  She writes: 

“I saw my own backyard, as if for the first time, during a 

conversation with a teenager from Africa. A refugee from 

a long conflict on that continent, she had arrived on our 

doorstep with nothing more than an overnight bag.  After I 

had welcomed her and shown her the bedroom that 

would be hers, I invited her to have a cup of tea with 

me…  At one point in the conversation, she put down her 

cup of tea and looked intently out the window.  ‘Who live 

there?’ [she asked.] 'No one lives out there,’ I replied.  

‘No,’ insisted the young girl, 'Person there. House 

there.’ ...It was then that I saw. I saw the garage as if for 

the first time. The words fell from my mouth like stones: 

“IT. IS. A. HOUSE. FOR. A. CAR.”   

[Mary Jo Leddy, Radical Gratitude (NY: Orbis, 2002)] 

From this point on, Mary Jo and the other hospitality vol-

unteers began to dream and pray about how to change 

this situation; “Given the housing crisis in the city, we de-

cided to turn the house of a car into a room for a person.” 

But, City Hall would not allow for the requisite building 

permit, “Because ‘then everyone would do it… then there 

would be no room for cars.’”  So the volunteers decided to 

turn the garage into a “house for God” (a meditation/

prayer room) instead, and to forgo the building permit. 

No “room for a person” in Toronto; no “room in the inn” for 

the ”holy family” in Bethlehem; no room in a violent world 

for Emmanuel… why?  Is it the cars, clutter (emotional, 

material, relational, spiritual), the costs of doing business, 

chaos, or concerns for our own security? As God's 

stewards—keepers of God's “inn,” house of hospitality, 

and household of all creation—what do we need to clear 

out in these last days before Christmas in order to make a 

“house for God” every day of the year?  We can do it!  

May God richly bless all of our efforts to do so.  

In God's Grace, 

Tanya Barnett & Tom Wilson 

Northwest United Methodist Foundation Staff 

Making Room in the Inn 
O COME, O COME… EMMANUEL! 



[WORSHIP FULLY]   Christmas marks the moment 

where God's promise was fulfilled and love took form, 

tiny fingers and all.  It is a moment that deserves our full 

attention and praise.  We put Worship Fully as AC's first 

tenet because we believe the level of our involvement at 

Christmas is based entirely on how much we are 

celebrating Christ's birth. He deserves celebration; one 

that is creative, loud and directs every heart His way. 

[SPEND LESS]   Quick question for you: What was the 

one gift you remember getting for Christmas last year?  

Next question: What about the fourth gift?  Do you 

remember that one? Truth is many of us don't because it 

wasn't something we necessarily wanted or needed. 

Spending Less isn't a call to stop giving gifts; it's a call to 

stop spending money on gifts we won't remember in less 

than a year. America spends around $450 billion dollars 

during the Christmas season, and much of that goes right 

onto a credit card.  By spending wisely on gifts we free 

ourselves from the anxiety associated with debt so we can 

take in the season with a full heart. 
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It means turning Christmas upside down. It means turning Christmas upside down.  

We all want our Christmas to be a lot of things.  Full of joy.  Memories.  Happiness.  Above all, we want it to be about 

Jesus.  What we don't want is stress.  Or debt.  Or feeling like we “missed the moment.” Advent Conspiracy is a 

movement designed to help us all slow down and experience a Christmas worth remembering. But doing this means 

doing things a little differently.  A little creatively.   

[GIVE MORE]   We know what you're thinking. “Wait, 

didn't they just say I should spend less, and yet here they 

are telling me to give more?  What gives?” The most 

powerful, memorable gift you can give to someone else is 

yourself. And nobody modeled this more than Jesus.  So 

what does this look like for you? Tickets to a ballgame or 

theater? A movie night? The main point is simple: When 

it comes to spending time with those you love, it's about 

quality, not quantity.  

[LOVE ALL]   It all boils down to love.  Love from a 

savior.  Love to a neighbor in need.  By spending just a 

little less on gifts we free up our resources to love as 

Jesus loves by giving to those who really need help.  This 

is the conspiracy three churches began a few years ago, 

and has since grown to an international movement where 

thousands of churches have raised millions of dollars to 

love others in life-changing ways.  

Learn more at www.adventconspiracy.org 

11/04    General Fund ................................ $6749.49 

             Homeless Ministries ..................... $  650.00 

11/11    General Fund ................................ $1884.20 

11/18    General Fund ................................ $1799.77 

             Thanksgiving Offering .................. $    36.00 

             Homeless Ministries ..................... $    50.00 

11/25    General Fund ................................ $1341.00               

               

To meet 2012’s budgeted General Offering income,  

weekly General Fund giving must average $1442.31. 
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We live in a noisy world.  Cars driving by, cell phones 

ringing, TVs blaring, radios thumping.  Around every 

corner, in every nook and cranny of our life, there is 

noise.  We have become accustomed to it—the noise is 

the soundtrack of our lives. 

Into all this noise, we raise our voices in prayer.  We 

tell God what we want, what we need, what we think 

God should be doing in the world.  And then we go 

back to our lives, surrounded by the noise, and 

wonder why God does not answer our prayers. 

Last week, I found myself in conversation with a 

young man with his iPhone ear buds on.  Don't get 

me wrong—I'm no curmudgeon about technology.  

Actually quite the opposite.  Yet this conversation 

was near impossible. He approached me at a coffee 

shop, to ask directions to another spot in town.  I 

turned, and quickly gave him directions.  He said, 

“What?” I spoke a little more slowly, a little bit 

louder.  Response: “I didn't catch that last bit.” 

You see where this is going. It was a very aggravating 

conversation. I answered him very clearly, and very 

directly, but my inquirer could not make sense of my 

answers because he was not listening. 

And so it is in our lives.  Sure enough, we talk to God. 

We are quick to tell God what we think God should be 

doing in the world, or to make requests to God.  But we 

are too busy talking and listening to the noise of our lives 

to hear any response that God might make. 

Advent Practice: Silence 
HTTP://OCCUPYADVENT.BLOGSPOT.COM—MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2011 

Have you ever been in a conversation with someone, and 

just known that they were not listening to you? As you 

talk, you can see on their face that—rather than really 

listening to you—they are thinking of what they are going 

to say next?  I have a feeling 

we often seem that way to God. 

Advent invites us to quiet the 

noise, quiet down, and listen. 

Stop talking for a minute. Turn 

off some of the noise that we 

invite into our lives, and 

really—attentively and inten-

tionally—listen. 

It's not always easy—especially 

this time of year. But find a 

quiet space and a quiet 

moment. No phone, no music, 

no television, no interruptions. 

Find a still and quiet space in 

your life, and listen. For if we 

can hear, God is speaking. 

The Lord said to Elijah, “Go out and stand on the 

mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass 

by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was 

splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before 

the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the 

wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the 

earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord 

was not in the fire; and after the fire a still, small voice. 

—1 Kings 19:11-12 

St. Anne says, “Shhh!” 

Life of the Church in December 
 1 ............ Advent Festival (Hanging of the Greens) - 9 am 

 4 ............................................ Book Club at church - 7 pm 

 5 ............. Elders Meeting at Pastor Nancy’s home - 6 pm 

 9 ............ Congregational Budget Meeting - after Worship 

15 .......................................... Lunch with a Friend - 10 am 

24 ............... Christmas Eve Candlelight Service - 4:30 pm 

25 ............................................................... Christmas Day 

31 ............................................................. New Year’s Eve 

Visit our official online calendar at www.fccpuyallup.com/calendar  

for changes & updates or sign up for weekly e-mail memos in the church foyer. 

Sunday Studies .................................................... 9:45 am 

Sunday Worship ...................................................... 11 am 

Women’s Study (BRB) ..................... Wednesdays - 10 am 

Men’s Study ........................................... Thursdays - 7 pm 

Freezing Nights .......................................... Fridays - 7 pm 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-uGu9Oah1z10/Tsp-P-prmwI/AAAAAAAAABI/L6JFNlUfAtY/s1600/St+Anne+Faras.jpg
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december birthdays 
  3 ...........................................................Joyce Riffe 

  5 ...................................................... Danae Rouse 

  5 ..................................................... Harold Phillips 

  6 ....................................... Nancy Gowler Johnson 

  6 ............................................. Stephanie Knieriem 

  8 .................................................. Bonnie Goddard 

10 .......................................................... Tasha Cruz 

13 ........................................................ Cathy Foster 

15 ................................................. Ercie Borrowman 

17 .......................................................... Wolf Patton 

19 ............................................................. Del Stack 

20 ................................................... Emma Forslund 

22 .......................................................... Sara Jarvis 

22 ........................................................... Terri Maas 

26 ................................................ Sherman Squires 

27 ........................................................ Betty Gowler 

27 ...................................................... Mike Kereluck 

28 ....................................................... Betty O’Brien 

28 ................................................... Corky Peterson 

31 ...................................................... Ginny Docker 

december anniversaries 
12 ....................................... Bonnie & Ron Goddard 

19 ............................................... Sara & Matt Jarvis 

20 ................................................ Vicki & Ray Smith 

remember your baptism 
December 5, 1954 .............................. Viki Pearson 

December 13, 1959 .............................. Don Turner 

December 13, 1959 ............................ Doris Turner 

December 15, 2002 ....................... Emma Forslund 

December 18, 2005 ..................... Megan Stanhope 

December 20, 1981 ....................... June Armstrong 

December 21, 2003 ............................ Tyler Pasola 
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The FCC Book Club will meet on Tuesday, December 4
th
 at 7 pm for conversation on 

The Autobiography of Santa Claus, and then will take a month’s holiday.  The club will 

choose a new book selection in January for discussion in February. 

Outside of this winter sabbatical, the Book Club meets on the first Tuesday of each 

month at 7 pm—all readers or interested folks are welcome to drop in to the informal, 

fun-loving small group.  Choose a book for the club to read, take part in conversation 

and laughs, go on occasional field trips, share fellowship with other friends of FCC! 

Book Club picks are featured on the FCC Amazon web page at www.fccpuyallup.com/

amazon.  Begin your shopping there and ~6% of the total purchase will go to FCC. 

Book Club Holiday 
BOOK CLUB TAKES WINTER BREAK IN DECEMBER 

Give the church a boost!   

Start all your shopping at the  

FCC Puyallup website’s  

Amazon storefront page at 

www.fccpuyallup.com/amazon 

Select a featured item or type in a  

keyword search for any of Amazon’s 

millions of items. Once transferred  

to Amazon, the church will get around  

6% of your total purchase. 

Share the link with family and  

friends, and thank you for  

supporting FCC! 


