
 

 

We dream of being a faithful 

community of God’s people 

whose spiritual practices of 

worship, prayer, study, & ministry 

nurture those who are seeking to 

live in the way of Jesus. 

First Christian Church of 

Puyallup is a gathering of 

diverse individuals called by God 

to live as a blessing in our own 

neighborhoods & in the world.   

Believing that every follower 

of Christ is gifted by God, we 

dream of being a family in which 

each person discovers their gifts 

& is supported in sharing those 

gifts with the world. 

Homelessness doesn’t have a season.  

There’s no time in the year when a human 

body doesn’t need moderate temperatures, 

nutrients, water, shelter, security, to close 

eyes without fear, to unwind, to rest, to be.   

Homelessness is a growing concern in so 

many ways.  Puyallup’s homeless have had 

overnight shelter during winter months at 

Freezing Nights, and daytime shelter at 

FCC’s The Hangout three afternoons a 

week during the summer, but the library and 

a couple of meal sites are all they have had 

outside of those limited ministries.  For 

guests of these programs to stay warm, dry, 

and out of trouble has been a challenge.  

In July a small group of concerned citizens 

met with the hope and desire to have a 

permanent drop-in center in Puyallup for 

New Hope:  A place of their own 
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We experience God’s 

welcome in our celebration at the 

communion table & dream of 

being a reflection of that welcome 

in our acts of acceptance, 

forgiveness, generosity, justice & 

peacemaking. 

FCC Guiding Vision 
bless    dream    share 

those without shelter.  Where to have the 

center, how to staff it, how to furnish the 

building, and how to finance it were all 

questions and concerns of the group.  One 

of the organizers kept saying "God will take 

care of it," and sure enough, he was right.   

New Hope is born.  Expanding on The 

Hangout, the five year old summer ministry 

of First Christian Church, Puyallup groups 

and churches are pooling resources to 

lease—and in time to purchase—the former 

Domino's Pizza building at 414 Spring 

Street, allowing a drop-in center to operate 

seven days a week, from 7 am to 1 pm, all 

year round.  On November 1st the New 

Hope Resource Center will open its doors 

to guests; a volunteer tour and orientation 

will also be held that day at 9 am. 

Enough funds have been raised for a six-

month lease.  Finances will be an ongoing 

concern as $40,000 is the goal to be raised 

in the next six months for a down payment 

toward the purchase of the building.  

Individuals, businesses, and churches have 

donated their services, time, and money to 

make this dream become a reality.   

Continued on Page 7 



 

 

3 
MONTHS 

WITH 
PASTOR 
DOUG 

THE FAMILY GROWS:  Words from Pastor Doug 

I had a teacher who claimed that the best 

description of "maturity" was "flexibility."    

(I guess the opposite would be true, too:  

the best description of "immaturity" would 

be "inflexibility."  As our three months 

together comes to an end, let me tell you 

how impressed I am with your flexibility.  

You have provided me a delightful 

opportunity to share some my own ideas 

while being stretched to learn about the 

things that matter most to you.  I hope you 

had at least half as much fun as I did.  If 

maturity brings with it greater flexibility, let's 

stick with this old program:  “...building up 

the body of Christ, until all of us come to 

maturity, to the measure of the full stature 

of Christ”  (Ephesians 4:12-13).   

 

Go Now in Peace 

Chalice Hymnal  #437 

Go now in peace, 

go now in peace, 

may the love of  

God surround you 

everywhere,  

everywhere 

you may go. 
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Sunday, November 30th marks the beginning of the Advent season for 

Christians around the world.  Advent, the four weeks leading up to 

Christmas Day and the twelve days of Christmastide, is a time  

of preparation for the celebration of the radical gift of  

God’s love in the person of Jesus. 

COMING UP: The season of Advent 

I came to 

Puyallup with 

more growing 

to do, and you 

helped me so 

much with all 

your kindness, 

generosity, hospitality, and outspokenness.  

A special word of thanks to Bunnie who 

makes the office function, not just 

efficiently, but as the very heartbeat of the 

church, and to Robin, whose willingness to 

help me and everyone else to not settle for 

anything less than the best will be a 

resource and a friendship I will never forget. 

Welcome home, Nancy, to your gracious, 

delightful, flexible flock!. 

Clockwise:  Pastor 

Doug leads a Fall 

Worship service; 

World Communion 

Sunday breads;  A 

popular 4-week Acts 

study in the parlor; 

Blessing of the 

Animals service 

Keeping focus on that gets hard when the season 

becomes a never-ending traffic jam wrapped up 

with ever-growing to-buy lists.  As a community of 

believers we’re committed to living an authentic 

faith. Advent offers us a chance to step back and 

consider what we do during the holidays.  By 

immersing ourselves in the spirit of Advent, we 

might discover that Christmas really does hold the 

possibility of changing the world. 



 

 

! 
BLESS  
DREAM  

SHARE... 
CELEBRATE! 

SHARE MEMORIES 

The Faith Formation Team is 

getting in on the act and will 

collect your Advent and 

Christmas memories to 

compile in a devotional 

booklet.  See page 6 for 

more information. 

WHAT’S NEXT? 

It’s a yearlong celebration, so 

keep an eye out for what’s 

still to come.  Ideas for ways 

to celebrate “being Church” 

together are welcome!  

B L E S S  D R E AM  S H AR E  

...called by God to live as a blessing... 

WWW.FCCPUYALLUP.COM 

STORY TELLING 

Ready to share your story in 

Worship?  Sign up in the 

narthex to get in the queue, or 

speak to any Council member.  

Listen to the stories told so far 

at fccpuyallup.com/bless-

dream-share 
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FCC Celebrates:  Called to be a blessing 

DECK THE HALLS:  FLOWERS FOR ADVENT 

Each November FCC congregants purchase 

potted poinsettias to help decorate the 

church’s sanctuary and entry areas.   

Plants may be purchased in honor of a 

cherished friend, to thank a mentor, in 

memory of a departed loved one, or simply 

to help celebrate the Christian season of 

preparation known as Advent. 

Order yours through November 23
rd

 by 

placing a check in the offering plate on 

Sunday (memo ‘poinsettia’). Poinsettias may 

be taken home after the Christmas Eve 

candlelight service. 

Order now to help decorate:   
~ $12 apiece ~ 

Dead line to order is Nov. 23rd 

Global 
Bread for the World 400 
Church World Services 400 
Disciples Mission Fund 400 
Week of Compassion 400 
 $1,600 

Regional 
NW Regional Christian Church 400 
Regional Youth Program 400 
Yakama Mission 400 
 $1,200 

Local 
Associated Ministries 400 
Exodus Housing 400 
Friends & Servants 400 
Helping Hand House 400 
Love, Inc. 200 
Puyallup Food Bank 400 
New Hope Resource Center 1,200 
 $3,400 

Total $6,200 

Celebrating opportunities to live out the part 

of their Guiding Vision which states FCC is 

“called by God to live as a blessing  

in our own neighborhoods and in the world,” 

the FCC Outreach Team chose these 

recipients for the first ten percent of Fair 

Parking income in 2014: 



 

 

♥ 
DISCIPLES 

AT 
WORK 
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STEWARDS OF PLENTY:  More than Enough 

Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, "You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and  

give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me."   

—Mark 10:21 

Jesus’ challenge to the rich young ruler to 

give up all possessions has always been 

terrifying—because I’m rich.  Not Warren 

Buffett rich, or Oprah Winfrey rich, but rich 

enough.  I have an education, a job, a 

house, a mostly reliable car, food… enough. 

More than enough. 

So, years ago when this was the Bible 

passage read in church, I worried about 

what our minister might say.  After  

pointing out that Jesus would not  

be likely to ask the same thing  

of everyone, he went on to  

suggest an approach to faithfully  

deal with possessions.  

 

 

 

Step 1:  Go through your possessions, 

identify your excess, and give it away. 

"Whoever has two coats must share with 

anyone who has none; and whoever has 

food must do likewise." –Luke 3:11   

Step 2:  Learn to distinguish “needs” from 

“wants” lest you reacquire an excess.  

Step 3:  For those possessions you’ve 

kept, find ways to share them.  (There  

is joy in that adventure!) 

It takes discipline to live a simpler 

lifestyle. I certainly have lapses,  

but the rewards are great. And I  

was finally freed to see what I had  

overlooked while fixated on my  

fear:  the amazing invitation:  

“then come, follow me.” 

 

 
Doris Powell, author of Stewards in the Household of 

God: a Resource for Holistic Year-round Stewardship 

Hope Partnership for Missional 

Transformation reinforces the 

truism that transformation can 

and does occur in leaders of 

every age and stage of life.  

Hope’s Senior Empowerment 

initiative, championed by former 

Church Extension President Jim 

Powell, guides seniors through a 

process of discovering new and 

valued ways to serve in 

“retirement” that can transform 

their lives and the lives of others.  

EVERYTHING IS POSSIBLE:  It’s never too late 

Joan Sidell, a former Church Extension 

director and board chair who attends North 

Chevy Chase Christian Church in Chevy 

Chase, Md., describes the empowerment 

she has discovered in taking the lead to fill a 

need in her church. 

“I am 89 years old and have been chairman 

of the Property Department of my church 

longer than I can remember. The hardest 

job I had was to find a satisfactory cleaning 

service to clean the building. After firing two 

cleaning services for poor work, I felt like 

God was calling me to do the job.  I was 81 

and I am still cleaning the church! 

The building is large and has 12 restrooms. 

When I started cleaning, we did not have 

many people using the building and now we 

have about 500 people entering our doors 

every week. These are community members 

who use the church on a daily basis. 

I do have some help.  A man mops the 

floors of our two large meeting rooms. 

Cleaning a church building could not be any 

harder than taking care of a baby, as 

Abraham and Sarah did at an old age. I 

think my job might be easier!” 

Joan Sidell 

Visit http://disciplesintersection.org/page/senior-

empowerment for more information about Hope 

Partnership’s Senior Empowerment process. 



 

 

2 
THINGS  

THE POPE 
SAID 

“We, the Council of First Christian Church, 

covenant to serve the congregation’s vision 

as well as the members of the congregation.  

The Council intends to govern by 

-Discerning & articulating the 

congregation’s mission and 

vision of ministry, 

-Setting goals and making 

strategic choices, 

-Creating or overseeing the 

creation of written policies to 

guide the congregation’s 

ministry, and 

-Overseeing the evaluation of the 

work of ministry teams, staff and itself.” 

ON SPREADING HOPE 

“To all of you, I repeat: Do not 

let yourselves be robbed of 

hope! Do not let yourselves 

be robbed of hope! And not 

only that, but I say to us all: 

let us not rob others of hope, 

let us become bearers of 

hope!” 

— Pope Francis (July 24, St. 

Francis of Assisi of the 

Providence of God Hospital, 

Rio de Janeiro) 

ON SPREADING JOY 

“Christians cannot be 

pessimists!  They do not look 

like someone in constant 

mourning.  If we are truly in love 

with Christ and if we sense how 

much he loves us, our heart will 

‘light up’ with a joy that spreads 

to everyone around us.” 

— Pope Francis, July 24, 2013, 

Mass in the Basilica of the 

Shrine of Our Lady of the 

Conception, Aparecida, Brazil 

B L E S S  D R E AM  S H AR E  

...called by God to live as a blessing... 

WWW.FCCPUYALLUP.COM 
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“We, the 

Council of 

First Christian 

Church...” 

The makeup of FCC’s structure includes one 

representative on the church Council for the 

congregation as a whole, and one from each of 

FCC’s three ministry areas (Mission, Disciple 

Formation, and Stewardship) so that good commu-

nication and transparency throughout all parts of the 

church may be achieved.  But, communication being 

what it is can still mean that not everyone is always 

aware of everything they wish they were.  Council-

members, which are keepers of the Guiding Vision 

(see pg. 1) and not a governing body focused on 

management of the ministry teams, are acutely 

aware of the drawbacks of communication in a 

large, diverse group.  A goal of the 

Council is to improve the ways it 

broadcasts news about the work it 

takes seriously; one method is 

newsletter blurbs written by 

councilmembers.  Follow this 

space to learn more about the  

hard work of the Council 

representing YOU! 



 

 

! 
BOOK  
CLUB  
PICK 

To reflect on the true meaning of Advent and the blessings that come with 

friends, family, and faith, an Advent devotional book sharing stories and 

memories will be compiled.  Consider writing and sharing favorite 

memories or traditions—a short story, a poem, prose, or a  

favorite recipe and the stories that surround it,  

or add a photograph or drawing.   

ADVENT MEMORIES: FCC Celebrates     
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Please submit memories with a story of a page 

or less to faithformation@fccpuyallup.com or 

give to Gretchen, Karrin, or Connie no later than 

November 23rd.  Stories will be matched with 

scripture readings and made into an Advent 

booklet to share with the congregation. 

Life of the Church  

Sunday Studies ..........................9:45 am 

Sunday Worship Service ...............11 am 

Back Row Broads study .... Wed. - 10 am 
 

1 ..... Sanctuary reserved - 10:30-4:30 pm 

2 ....................Daylight Saving Time ends 

2 .................................. All Saints Sunday 

4 ................................... Book Club - 7 pm 

Bill & Connie Robey’s home 

9 .............. Diaconate meeting - 12:30 pm 

11 ....................................... Veterans Day 

12 ............................. Council reports due 

19 ..................... Council meeting - 12 pm 

N
O

V
E

M
B

E
R

 

23 ......................... Elders meeting - 6 pm 

Rick Lewis’ home 

27 ....................................... Thanksgiving 

30 ..................................... Advent begins 

bless  ●  dream  ●  share 

Moon River & Me:  

A Memoir 
 

by Andy Williams 

“The King of Hearts, The 

Emperor of Easy, Mr. Moon 

River—Andy Williams was 

known by many names, but his 

was the One Voice that defined 

the 1960's for most of America 

as his plush tenor sold millions 

of records and his television 

variety show and Christmas 

specials made him a superstar. 

In his long-awaited memoir, 

Williams shares the remarkable 

story of his rise from humble 

beginnings through his seven-

plus decades in show business 

including his friendships with 

everyone from Bobby Kennedy 

to John Lennon, Marilyn Monroe 

and Oprah.  Moon River & Me is 

a delightful self-portrait of a 

remarkable artist and a 

fascinating history of American 

entertainment's golden age.” 

 Tuesday, Nov. 4 at 7 pm 

at the Robeys’ home to 

discuss Orphan Train 

fccpuyallup.com/amazon  

http://www.fccpuyallup.com/amazon


 

 

Volunteers will staff NHRC until a director position can be 

financed.  Friends of FCC interested in lending a hand may 

speak with Bonnie Goddard or Terry Forslund, FCC Puyallup’s 

Homeless Ministries coordinators.   

NHRC items wanted.   

Through November, FCC will hold a drive to include 

paper towel rolls, toilet paper, and 12-cup basket-type 

coffee filters.  Bring donations to church, place them 

on the altar in the sanctuary, and watch the pile grow! 

# 
HOMELESS 
MINISTRIES 

NEEDS 

A PLACE OF THEIR OWN:  Cont. from Page 1 

FREEZING NIGHTS 
SHELTERING MINISTRY 
WISHLIST: 

 Spare or mismatched 

flatware 

 Snack chips of all kinds 

 Socks, socks, and more 

warm socks 

 Blankets 

 Hand and foot warmers 

 Toothpaste and 

toothbrushes 

 Travel-size hand 

sanitizer 

 Small packs of Kleenex 

 Travel-size body lotion 

 Deodorant 

B L E S S  D R E AM  S H AR E  

...called by God to live as a blessing... 

WWW.FCCPUYALLUP.COM 
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“We continue 

to pray that 

God will take 

care of it” 

MORE NEW HOPE 
RESOURCE CENTER 
WISHLIST: 

 Volunteers for one or 

more shifts 

 Dishcloths and dishtowels 

 40 gallon garbage cans 

and trash bags 

 Large screen TV 

 DVD player 

 Internet-ready computer 

(no more than 5 years old) 

 Washcloths 

Freezing Nights, Puyallup’s winter homeless sheltering 

ministry, will begin its tenth season—it’s ninth at First 

Christian—on November 7th.  It has grown from twelve 

or fewer guests a night to an all-time high of 70 last 

season.  A typical night will tally around 60 guests 

hoping for food, shelter, fellowship, and safety.   

Hosted by several local churches from 7 pm to 7 am 

each night November through March, FCC Puyallup will 

host on Fridays again this season.  With the acquisition 

of the new year-round drop-in center, guests will use NHRC as their pickup site for Freezing 

Nights and will be dropped off there in the morning with a lunch in hand. 

Freezing Nights needs volunteers for a variety of tasks and shifts. 

 Spend the night, sleeping in shifts 

 Spend a partial shift helping out 

 Trailer transfer to next site 

 Visiting & mentoring 

 Set up and cleanup 

 Meal serving 

 Laundry 

Freezing Nights: 

Puyallup’s original 

sheltering ministry 

returns 



 

 

GREEN CHALICE 

CONGREGATION 

Worship ______  11am Oct-May 

  _____________ 10am Jun-Sep 

Sun. Studies _ 9:45am Oct-May 

  _______________  off Jun-Sep 

253.845.6232 

www.fccpuyallup.com 

Sabbatical Blessings! Meeting Challenges 
SABBATICAL:  ON THE HOMEFRONT 

It’s been a time of strengths and gifts rising to the top 

as staff and volunteers have stepped in to keep 

church life moving along in routine and exciting new 

ways. Pastor Doug has shown FCC worshipers new 

avenues to be at one with God, and a greater sense 

of togetherness has emerged. 

SABBATICAL:  ON THE ROAD 

Pastor Nancy’s itinerary took a detour with the news 

that her mom had suffered a stroke on Oct. 14th. 

Nancy and her brother drove from Georgia to Illinois 

to be with her. Nancy canceled her sabbatical plans 

to stay with Betty while she was hospitalized and 

moved to a rehab facility where she is making daily 

progress. Nancy is grateful for the flexibility the 

sabbatical leave has afforded her and will take at 

least one extra week away. Prayers are welcomed. 

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor Nancy Gowler Johnson 

623 - 9th Avenue SW 

P.O. Box 516 

Puyallup, WA  98371 

253.845.6232 

Return Service Requested 

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

Betty takes a lunch break on her 
f irst day of post-str oke rehab.  

NOVEMBER 

Birthdays 
 5 ...................................... Marcy Durrant 

 6 ........................................ Scott Durrant 

 9 ............................................Ed Durrant 

 9 ............................................. Bill Robey 

 9 .................................... Bryan Forslund 

11 ...................................... Ken Forslund 

13 ...................................... Grant Duckett 

14 ...................................... Mark Dimond 

15 .................................... Penny Bangert 

16 ..................................... Claudia Lester 

20 ................................. Fisher Patterson 

28 ................................... Ericka Yanasak 

Anniversaries 
 5 ................... Gretchen & Robert Collins 

21 ..................... Jennifer & Kevin Valliere 

24 .................. Juanita & Laverne Cimmer 
 

Remember Your Baptism 
Nov. 12, 1953 ...................... Laura Vogel 

Nov. 25, 1973 .... Nancy Gowler Johnson  


