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Each year one week before Thanksgiving, the National 

Coalition for the Homeless and the National Student 

Campaign Against Hunger and Homelessness co-

sponsor National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness 

Week. During this week schools, communities and cities 

take part in a nationwide effort to bring greater 

awareness of the problems of hunger and homelessness.  

This year there are several opportunities to participate in 

awareness events.  The week’s activities begin with an 

ecumenical gathering on Sunday, November 13th.  Held 

at Immanuel Lutheran Church, the featured speaker will 

be Tad Monroe, Senior Pastor at Urban Grace in 

Tacoma.  Attendees are encouraged to bring a dish to 

share at the community potluck immediately following.   

Wednesday night a community forum places the focus 

on family homelessness.  The 2010 community forum 

led to the development of the Puyallup Strategic Plan to 

Resolve Homelessness.  An update on that work as well 

as information about the proposed 2012 Puyallup city 

budget will also be included.  Puyallup United Methodist 

Church will host this year’s forum. 

Saturday, a Day of Services will be held at the Memorial 

Community Center.  Medical, dental, hygiene, and social 

service will be offered from 10 am to 4 pm.  Saturday is 

also First Christian Church’s monthly time to serve a 

meal at Peace Lutheran Church’s Lunch with a Friend. 
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NATIONAL HUNGER & HOMELESSNESS AWARENESS WEEK 
PUYALLUP HOMELESS COALITION ORGANIZES LOCAL EVENTS NOVEMBER 13-19 

Puyallup Events 
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As I watched Emma scrape ice off of her windshield before school on Wednesday, it hit me again that summer is over, 

fall to winter is upon us and it is time to start our Freezing Nights program again.  November 4th is our first night to 

host and we are getting things ready in preparation for the new season. Bonnie and I are so thankful for the support the 

program receives from many of you, including Pastor Nancy.  

There are many ways you can help, from donating items, sending a hot meal for Friday night, helping clean up, or just 

having fun with the guests playing Bingo Friday night. We have added a split shift during the night for those who don't 

want to spend the night. We can always use sweatshirts and pants, shaving cream and razors, lighters, flashlights, and 

food items that we use a lot of such as sandwich fixings (cheese, meat, mayo, bread, cookies) to breakfast items (eggs, 

breakfast meats, juice, hashbrowns, breakfast breads).  

Many of our guests have been waiting for the program to start up again and I have to admit that for us, seeing some of 

our guests we haven't seen all summer is almost like a family reunion.  

If you want more ideas on how you can help or if you would like to fill in an available spot on our sign-up sheet, 

please contact Bonnie Goddard at 253-848-5907 or Terry Forslund at 253-841-1724. I know life's hectic schedule 

makes it difficult sometimes, but it really helps us to get a few weeks filled in on the schedule in advance.   

—Terry 

FREEZING NIGHTS MINISTRY HEATS UP IN NOVEMBER 
A NOTE FROM CO-DIRECTOR TERRY FORSLUND 

VOLUNTEER 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON/EVENING 

stack chairs & set up tables in the sanctuary 

greet & visit with guests 

prepare snacks 

play games with guests 

spend the night—we sleep in shifts 

SATURDAY MORNING 

help prepare breakfast 

help with cleanup 

visit & listen 

DONATE 

sandwich supplies 

cheese (brick, sliced or shredded)  

breakfast meatS  

eggs, hashbrowns 

juice 

chips, crackers, & popcorn  

bottled water  

bingo prizes  

gift cards for groceries & supplies   

(Ï× ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÈÅÌÐ 
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What do we mean when we say that we serve a God of abundance? In a world where so few people have so much and 

so many have so little, can we really say that God is abundant?  The word abundance appears 146 times in the New 

Revised Standard Version of the Bible. This word tells us a lot about who God is, who we are and our relationship to 

our neighbors. 

The Psalms and the Prophets sing and shout of God's abundant character.  God abounds in steadfast love, power, 

forgiveness, mercy and goodness. God abundantly provides for God's people, lavishly sharing God's abundance with 

creation. God richly supplied food and water for the Israelites as they wandered in the wilderness (Psalm 105:40). God 

showers the earth with rain, watering the earth and giving growth to the seeds (Psalm 65:10). God offers to God's people 

salvation, wisdom, knowledge and the promise of abundant life (Isaiah 33:6, John 10:10). 

God provides to each person different skills and possessions to be shared and used for the good of the whole world. As 

individuals we may not have enough, but together we have more than enough. Gathered together as a community, with 

all of our time, talents and treasures, we experience the gift of God's abundance. We recognize that God is the creator, 

sustainer and giver of all things.  

This recognition of the source moves us to genuine generosity. The Spirit moves us, as a community, to invite all people 

into our circle of abundance, trusting that through our sharing God will provide for the needs of all. As Americans, this 

call to share is even more fervent, because we are very rich with material wealth and resources. God's abundance, and 

our understanding of the gospel, demands that we share with our neighbors in need; we must act!  

Through this process of giving, we both give and receive.  We soon find that all people, whether rich or poor, have been 

blessed by God’s abundance.  When we share our possessions with our neighbors, we are blessed by their abundance as 

well. This is not a one-way street; giving is a relationship.  As we give, we rediscover God's abundance through the eyes 

of our neighbor. 

FAITHFUL CALL TO ABUNDANT LIVING 
FROM STEWARDSHIP FOR THE 21ST CENTURY BY GRACE DUDDY 

Our custodian’s last day of employment with us was October 31, and 

the work of FCC’s search committee has already begun.  The current 

job description is being updated, and the job posting will follow shortly.  

Look for more information soon. 

In the interim, volunteer crews will meet on Saturdays to make quick 

work of the tasks needed to ready the building for Sunday mornings.  

From vacuuming and mopping, cleaning and dusting, there are many 

ways to help.  Join one of the weekly crews by calling the church office 

or adding your name to the sign-up sheet in the narthex.  You may sign 

up for one or more weekends during the month of November. 

With full crews, the tasks of cleaning up our buildings should go 

swiftly.  Thanks for helping keep our facility clean and ready for 

ministry! 

VOLUNTEER CUSTODIAL CREW NEEDED 
SEARCH FOR NEW CUSTODIAN BEGINS IN NOVEMBER 
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Major Changes to Regional CYF & Chi-Rho Camps 

DECLINING CAMP NUMBERS FORCE DIFFICULT DECISIONS FOR REGIONAL YOUTH MINISTRIES 

The following letter was sent to all churches in the Northwest Region and to camp participants.  We invite you to read 

the letter.  If you would like to offer your feedback to the Regional Youth Ministries Team, you may email Edie Rice-

Sauer at  ricesauer@aol.com or send a letter to the regional office.  Please continue to keep our regional camp 

ministries in your prayers. 

October 24, 2011 
 
 
Dear Northwest Regional Christian Church Camp Supporter, 
 
Thank you for being a part of our camp programs over the past years. As you may be aware, the 
Regional Youth Ministries Task Team has been working to improve our camps, identify their 
strengths and weaknesses and work to ensure that safety and spiritual growth are important 
components at both our camps. 
 
However, during the past ten years, our camp attendance has declined significantly (see chart 
below). Given this, we have taken some measures to address that concern, the impact it has on 
our costs and youth and the stewardship of our resources. In the recent past, we have combined 
CYF and Chi Rho into one camp at each of our camp sites (Gwinwood and Zephyr). This has 
lessened the need for duplication in staffing, but created other problems. 
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We certainly understand the deep emotional attachments that form with a particular camp. But a 

region with two camp sites also can develop rivalries amongst the camp attendees, something we 

have seen most recently this summer. Our regional youth come together during the winter retreat, 

but are divided in the summer. 

 

Given the current state of the region, we have informed the Regional Mission Council that in the 

summer of 2012, we will combine age groups, holding Chi Rho camp at one camp site, and CYF at 

the other. This serves numerous purposes: 

 

1. Chi Rho camps will have an expanded counselor pool, since the age of the youngest coun-

selor can now be 19 instead of 23. 

2. Divisions among youth from either side of the region should lessen. Youth across the re-

gion will go to camp with same age youth, and grow up with them at camp. 

3. Prepare us for an eventual one camp site system throughout the region. 

 

This change in our camp structure also brings with it losses: greater travel for some, emotional ties 

with camps may be lost. But this step in our process hopefully will help prepare us for greater 

stewardship of resources. And our youth will come to know each other as one region, not separate 

camp youth. 

 

We are writing to you to hear your thoughts. Please comment to Edie Rice-Sauer about this 

proposed change at ricesauer@aol.com by November 15th. Just as you, we are concerned about 

this move, but feel it is in the best interest of our region and its youth. 

 

The reality about the decline in youth campers has also helped us to consider the need for 

additional support to local churches as they seek to attract and keep youth congregants. Recently, 

some funds have been provided to the region for just such this purpose and so while we find it 

necessary to evaluate our camp stewardship, we also want to support congregations to grow youth 

involvement. Stay posted as this plan is fleshed out further. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of this and please send your comments so we can consider your 

input. 

 

In Christ, 

 

Regional Youth Ministries Task Team 

Edie Rice-Sauer, Chair 

Miles Adkisson 

Bob Brooks 

David Helseth 

Randy Nundahl 

Rochelle Richards 

Meghan Salisbury 

Kami Voliva 

Continued from page 4  
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"My name is Alan Christoffersen. You donôt know me. 

óJust another book in the library,ô my father would say. 

óUnopened and unread.ô You have no idea how far 

Iôve come or what Iôve lost. More important, you have 

no idea what Iôve found."  

ðPrologue 

What would you do if you lost everything—your job, your 

home, and the love of your life—all at the same time? 

When it happens to Seattle ad executive Alan 

Christoffersen, he’s tempted by his darkest thoughts. A 

bottle of pills in his hand and nothing left to live for, he 

plans to end his misery. Instead, he decides to take a walk. 

But not any ordinary walk. Taking with him only the barest 

of essentials, Al leaves behind all that he’s known and 

heads for the farthest point on his map: Key West, Florida. 

The people he encounters along the way and the lessons 

they share with him, will save his life—and inspire yours. 

Richard Paul Evans’s extraordinary New York 

Times bestsellers have made him one of the world’s most 

beloved storytellers. A life-changing journey, both physical 

and spiritual, The Walk is the first of an unforgettable series 

of books about one man’s search for hope. 

 

 

 

 

 

November Book Club  

THE FIRST INSTALLATION OF A NEW SERIES BY THE 
BEST-SELLING AUTHOR, RICHARD PAUL EVANS The Walk: A Novel 

The FCC Book Club meets on the first Tuesday of each month to discuss the previous monthôs pick.   

Discuss A Dogôs Purpose on Tuesday, November 1
st
 at 7 pm at Eunice Squireôs home,  

4910 - 44th St. E (922-8949). 

Book Club selections are always available at the FCC websiteôs Amazon.com storefront  

where every shopping trip results in cash back for FCC Puyallup. 

!ƭƭ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǇŜǘ ŦƻƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǳȅŀƭƭǳǇ CƻƻŘ .ŀƴƪΦ 

"ÒÉÎÇ Á ÐÅÔ ÆÏÏÄ ÄÏÎÁÔÉÏÎ  

ÔÏ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒȭÓ ÂÏÏË ÃÌÕÂȢ 
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October 2 

General Fund* ................. $ 1,815.03 

October 9 

General Fund* .................. $   650.00 

October 16 

General Fund* ................. $ 1,558.00 

Freezing Nights ................ $     30.00 

October 23 

General Fund* .................. $2,185.00 

*To meet 2011ôs budgeted General Offering income,  
weekly General Fund giving must  average $1346.15. 
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november birthdays 
 5 ....................................................... Marcy Durrant 

 6 ........................................................ Scott Durrant 

 6 .......................................................... Jerry Rouse 

 9 ............................................................ Ed Durrant 

 9 ..................................................... Bryan Forslund 

10 ................................................... Noah Eckerman 

11 ....................................................... Ken Forslund 

15 ..................................................... Penny Bangert 

13 ...................................................... Grant Duckett 

14 ....................................................... Mark Dimond 

20 .................................................. Fisher Patterson 

24 ................................................... Tim Clinkscales 

24 ............................................... Kay VanPevenage 

26 ................................................ Tiffany Eckerman 

27 ....................................................... Merrill Barker 

28 ................................................... Ericka Yanasak  

 anniversaries 
  5 ................................... Gretchen & Robert Collins 

20 ........................................ Dave & Penny Bangert 

21 .............................................. Doris & Don Turner 

21 ..................................... Jennifer & Kevin Valliere 

24 .................................. Juanita & Laverne Cimmer 

 baptism dates 
Nov. 9, 2003 ........................................ Peggy Miles 

Nov. 25, 1973 .................... Nancy Gowler Johnson 

Property Team makes a list and checks it twice 

NEW CRIB AND SMALL REFRIGERATOR MAKE THE LIST 

FCC’s Property Team has been busy this year 

overseeing major projects.  Still they keep their eyes out 

for areas that need attention.  The team has identified 

two items for a short Christmas wish list. 

First, the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

unanimously approved sweeping new safety rules, which 

outlaw drop-side cribs and require stronger hardware and 

supports.  Because of these changes that went into effect 

on June 28, the crib in the nursery will need to be 

replaced no later than December 2012.  The replacement 

crib must be a new crib that meets the updated 

regulations.  No used cribs can be accepted.   

Second on the list is a small dorm-sized refrigerator for 

the garage.  Mowing and landscape work can give you a 

mighty thirst, and a small refrigerator stocked with cold 

water and soda would be a welcome addition to the 

garage equipment.   

If you would like to be Santa’s little helper for either of 

these Wish List items, please contact Nancy Freeman for 

more information. 



 

 

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 
Pastor Nancy Gowler Johnson 
623 - 9th Ave. SW 
P.O. Box 516 
Puyallup, WA  98371 
(253) 845-6232 

Return Service Requested 

 

life of the church in november 
Sunday Studies ................................. Sundays - 9:45 am 

Worship Service ................................... Sundays - 11 am 

Cub Scouts............................................ Mondays - 6 pm 

Puyallup Valley Community Band ........ Tuesdays - 5 pm 

Womenôs Study (BRB) .................. Wednesdays - 10 am 

SO & SEW Study & Ministry ............. Thursdays - 10 am 

Menôs Study ........................................ Thursdays - 7 pm 

Freezing Nights ........................................ Fridays - 7 pm 
  

1 ........................................ Book Club Discussion - 7 pm 

Eunice Squiresô home, 4910 E 44th St. 

3 ....................................................... Council reports due 

4 ...................... Freezing Nights resumes at FCC - 7 pm 

 6 ..... Daylight Saving Time Ends (Clocks BACK 1 hour)  

 6 .................................. Purchase with a Purpose - 7 pm 

South Hill Mall Old Navy/Target entrance 

 8 ................................................................. Election Day 

10 .......................................... Council Meeting - 6:30 pm 

11 ................ Friends in Fellowship (Singles 21+) - 6 pm 

Famous Daveôs (South Hill Mall parking lot) 

13-19 ... National Hunger & Homeless Awareness Week 

19 ......... Lunch with a Friend at Peace Lutheran - 10 am 

24 ............................................................... Thanksgiving 

Visit out our official online calendar for changes & 

updates at www.fccpuyallup.com/calendar  

or sign up for weekly e-mail memos in the foyer. 

Help us decorate for Advent and celebrate the  holidays in 

color—order a poinsettia!   

Festive symbols of the season, poinsettias are just $11 

apiece and may be taken home with you  after our Christmas 

Eve candlelight service.    

Deadline for orders and payment is Sunday, Nov. 20th, and 

may be placed in the offering plate or left in the church 

office.   

Be sure to mark your check or envelope “Poinsettia” and let 

us know if the order is in honor or memory of someone. 

Advent Beauty 
POINSETTIAS ADD SPARK OF COLOR TO SANCTUARY 


