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 Decisions, decisions! 
Learning venues for all 
interests this Fall  .... 1-3 

Small Group Offerings 
FALL BRINGS THE START OF NEW AND CONTINUING SMALL GROUP LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 

Being a disciple of Christ is a lifetime journey of challenge and 
discovery.  The way becomes easier as we find ways to listen and 
learn with one another.  Small groups provide space for individuals 
to explore their faith and share in the wisdom of fellow believers.   

Check out our fall small group selections over the next few pages, 
and take a step forward in your own spiritual pilgrimage. 

Continued on page 2 

Fall Small Groups 

● Sundays, 9:45 am 
Adult Bible Study 
Adult Forum 

● Wednesdays, 10 am  
Back Row Broads 

● Thursdays, 10 am 
So & Sew Group 

● Thursdays, 7 pm 
Men’s Group 

● Saturdays, 8 am 
Lectionary Study 

Our hoped for future:  All individuals are proactively engaged  
in a lifelong process of learning and growing as followers of Christ. 

—FCC Ministry Plan 
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Adult Forum: The Kingdom Experiment 
A Quick Story: The people are starting to catch on. There’s this guy who has spent his life working in 
his dad’s wood shop, making beds, stools, and some real nice end tables. But, around the age of thirty 
he gets to thinking a career change is necessary. Only problem is he wants a position that is seemingly 
already filled, the job of priest. Doesn’t stop him. Call him an entrepreneur of sorts, cause he begins 
preaching and healing in ways no one has ever seen—without the employment of the temple.  

One day, he climbs up on a mountain and says there is a new kingdom at hand, and that this kingdom 
will be contradictory to everything they have known before. And the people get the feeling this is only 
the beginning. You see, they were expecting a king arriving in grand fashion, but instead they got a 
carpenter, turned speaker and healer, who was about to shake things up a bit.  

The Kingdom Experiment is a challenge to live this kingdom intentionally.  It won’t be easy.  And it 
may get uncomfortable.  But if you commit to live what a carpenter started 2000 years ago, you too will 
experience the kingdom He spoke of. 

How it works: 
Read and discuss each chapter with your group (short and sweet) 
Pick one of eight experiments (challenges to live intentionally) to do throughout the week 
Journal your thoughts and experiences 
Share your experiences as a group the following week. 

The point of The Kingdom Experiment is community.  And to share stories while we are at it.  To 
grapple with what “good news” means in the context of this specific time and place.  The Kingdom 
Experiment is an eight-week challenge, but who says it has to end there? 

Continued on page 3 

TWO ADULT GROUPS ON SUNDAYS AT 9:45 AM 
Adult Bible Study:  Freedom to Believe 
Bible study takes practice.  Whether you’re a long-time student of the Bible or looking for a 
chance to dip your toes into the water, our Adult Bible Study has a place for you.  Together 
we will consider biblical texts, current contexts, and our personal experiences as we seek 
God’s leading in our lives.    

Our first Bible study is a three-week session exploring the ideas of freedom and 
responsibility in Christian faith.  Freedom to believe is a vital issue for every Christian.  In 
this study, we will look at some key New Testament passages that offer insight into the role 
of freedom in faith. One biblical selection comes from Paul’s letter to the church at Corinth, 
whereas the other two texts are from Matthew.  

In some ways these three sessions return us to basic challenges of Christian ethics—it is an 
invitation to ask the question: how can we be both free and responsible at the same time?  If 
you are seeking an easy answer to this question, there isn’t one.  What we will find in our 
brief study here is that freedom throws us into a world where the pieces don’t always fit 
together neatly.  

Join the conversation on Sundays at 9:45 am. 

Small Group Offerings  Continued from Page 1 
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most good things 
have been said far 

too many times 
and just need  

to be lived. 
—Shane Claiborne 

MEN’S BOOK STUDY 
THURSDAYS, 7:00 PM 

Our men’s study brings together guys from our 
congregation and our community to wrestle with 
important ideas and tough topics in a welcoming setting.  
Kicking off this fall’s study is the part essay-part memoir 
of Rev. Forrest Church, the longtime pastor of the All 
Souls Unitarian Church in New York City, Bringing God 
Home: A Traveler’s Guide. 

Dr. Church writes with an honest and insightful voice, 
drawing from Scripture, poets, philosophers, prophets of 
all ages, everyday folks and his own experiences.  The 
book is a gentle invitation to explore more deeply the 
journey described by the poet, Wendell Berry: 

The world cannot be discovered by a journey of 
miles, no matter how long, but only by a spiritual 
journey, a journey of one inch, very arduous and 
humbling and joyful, by which we arrive at the 
ground of our feet, and learn to be at home. 

The men’s study meets at church on Thursdays at 7 pm. 

Small Group Offerings  Continued from Page 2 

Faith Trek 
Kids & Youth Class 

Sundays @ 9:45 am 

A desired outcome: 
We are a vibrant  

learning community 

—FCC Ministry Plan 
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Moving Forward, Living the Vision 
FCC PUYALLUP GUIDING VISION AND MINISTRY PLAN CULMINATE WITH A NEW LIVING STRUCTURE PLAN 

STRUCTURE PLAN 

“For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us…”  (Acts 15:28) 

As a people called by God, guided by Scripture, and committed to being a sign of the Good News of Christ in 
our community, we recognize that each congregational setting requires a unique design.  Structure follows 
mission.  The proposed structure is offered as a guide.  

Council 

The council functions as the governing body of the congregation. Its focus is on the vision of the congregation 
and the implementation of that vision.  The primary ministry team areas (Mission, Disciple Formation, 
Stewardship) will all select a linking person to serve on the Council for a one year term.   

The council functions  
as the governing body  
of the congregation.   

Its focus is on the vision  
of the congregation  

& the implementation  
of that vision. 

The primary ministry teams  
(Mission, Disciple  

Formation, Stewardship)  
will select a linking person  

to serve on the Council  
for a one year term. 

Over the past few years, the congregation of First 
Christian Church of Puyallup has peered backward to 
learn from its rich and long history, stared hard at its 
present self to better see what “church” looks like today, 
and dreamed forward to what a faithful future can be for a 
little congregation in Puyallup, Washington.  Through 
prayerful examination of its Guiding Vision, a lot of hard 
work by many groups and individuals, and earnest 
harkening to God’s call, First Christian has crafted a 
working ministry plan and a new structure with which to 
live forward into that future.   

Thanks to the PaTH Structure Team and FCC Council, 
the Structure Plan has been shaped and fine-tuned, and 
wheels are in motion to make it a reality.  It is part of the 
FCC Ministry Plan, which may be read in full at the 
church website, or ask the church office for a copy. 

By God’s grace, the Vision is already being upheld and 
the work of realizing the dream God has dreamed along 
with us has been underway for some time—one only need 
look around to see where the Spirit is leading! Good work 
(and fun!) is a way of life at First Christian Church! 

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com 
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Continued on page 6 

New FCC Puyallup Structure Plan continued from page 4 

Proposed Council Covenant and Philosophy of Governance 

We, the council of the First Christian Church of Puyallup, covenant to serve the congregation’s vision as well 
as the members of the congregation. 

The council intends to govern primarily by 
• Discerning and articulating the congregation’s mission and vision of ministry, 
• Setting goals and making strategic choices, 
• Creating or overseeing the creation of written policies to guide the congregation’s ministry, and 
• Overseeing the evaluation of the work of ministry teams, staff and itself. 

The council will create an atmosphere of compassionate candor by presuming good faith, actively listening, 
not interrupting, and staying in relationship with one another, even in conflict.  We shall respect our time 
together by honoring our commitments, being prepared for meetings, and handling non-meeting business 
outside of the council meetings.  The council will focus on policy, not micromanagement.  We shall stand by 
our group decisions and speak with one voice. 

We shall continually learn as a council and deepen our sense of spirituality. 

Council Notes 
• 1 year commitment by all council members 
• Council members are affirmed by congregation 
• Council meets monthly 
• Council will select Moderator from among its members to serve for one year 
• Recording secretarial duties rotate among council members   
• One member will serve as secretary of the Council for legal matters 
• A majority of Council members must be members of FCC of Puyallup 
• Agreement by consensus 
• Trial year beginning Fall 2010. 

Suggested Calendar 
• March/April/May:  Council will lead evaluation of the work of one ministry team each month as part 

of its regularly scheduled council meeting.   
• June:  Town Meeting or Ministry Fair will be held with entire congregation to celebrate the work of 

the year, provide information about the teams, and to solicit feedback from the congregation. 
• June:  Council leads self-evaluation of its own work from the prior year. 
• June/July:  Affirmation of new Council Members as well as ratification of Elders, Trustees and 

Recording Financial Secretary 
• September:  Ministry Teams Summit – to review, set plans/priorities, budget 
• October:  Budget preparation  
• November:  Council consensus of Budget, presentation to congregation. 



Moving Forward, Living the Vision (continued from page 5) 
NEW FCC PUYALLUP STRUCTURE PLAN INTRODUCED 

Ministry Teams 

Ministry teams work together in order to fulfill pieces of our congregation’s mission.  Teams may be ongoing 
groups such as Worship, Faith Formation, or Administration or short-term teams, for example, a Fair Parking 
Team or the Drop-In Center Team. The work of the teams may complement one another or overlap with 
respect to focus on ministry goals.     

 

 

Ministry Team Notes 
• Each ministry team (Disciple Formation, Mission, Stewardship) will determine its own meeting 

schedule.  
• A ministry forum in early fall with all ministry teams will gather for priority setting and budget planning. 
• Ministry team leaders will serve for two years. 
• Diaconate members will serve for two years in staggered terms. 
• All Elders, Trustees and the Recording Financial Secretary (whether on Council or member of a 

Ministry Team) must be members of FCC of Puyallup 
• Elders and Trustees will be affirmed for 3 years in staggered terms. 
• The ministry groups in each ministry team are not limited to these only and may change in response to 

the congregation’s ministry focus. 
• The Council will direct the formation of a nominating team to fill leadership positions for both ratified 

and non-ratified positions. 

Page 6 
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The Babel Table: From 
Tower to Table, a project in 
partnership with The 
Council on Christian Unity, 
focuses on these goals:  

• Bringing Disciples young adults together for 
hands-on exposure to diverse cultural and racial 
experiences through a series of work trips to 
Disciples mission stations across the U.S. 

• Creating a space for focused conversation 
around the interrelated issues of poverty, 
systemic racism, immigration, and exclusion 

• Developing a model of action and reflection to 
empower participants to personally impact their 
communities and congregations 

The project’s aim is to engage young adults in a church 
wide conversation around the issues of “becoming a 
multicultural and inclusive church,” as it seeks to read the 
Tower of Babel story in a different and positive way.  It is 
a story that tells us that multiculturalism is not a problem 
to be solved, but a gift to be lived into. 

12 to 15 young adults will take part in hands-on mission 
and learning experiences at three mission centers: 

• West Side Ministry, New Orleans, Louisiana 
December 15-19, 2010; 

• Romero Centre, San Diego, California  
March 10-13, 2011; 

• Yakama Christian Mission, White Swan, Wash. 
June 9-12, 2011 

All expenses will be paid by a grant made to the Council 
on Christian Unity by the Oreon E. Scott Foundation. 

Applications are now being accepted  
with a November 15th deadline.  

For information and application forms, go to 
www.disciples.org/ccu/ or contact Robert Welsh,  

Council on Christian Unity, rwelsh@ccu.disciples.org. 

Young Adult Disciples: 
an invitation. 

More than a parking lot 
and worth the effort 

Smiles & friendship:   
two of First Christian’s  
most valuable assets.  

 

John Pasola & Karrie Cheek  
take a moment from parking cars 

Thanks are in order for all the volunteers who gave time 
and smiles during the 17-day Puyallup Fair parking sea-
son and setup, and a special nod to loyal friends of FCC 
who make an extra effort to park their cars at the church 
lot year after year. Without those who help and those who 
come, the undertaking would be moot, and because of 
them a record number of cars were parked in 2010. 

Looking back, one way to have viewed parking, cashier-
ing, flagging and working with the public was as a stretch 
of arduous work to be counted down, and at times it was, 
as crowds and rain descended. But looking from another 
angle the venture was also an inspiring means of realizing 
the FCC Guiding Vision’s profession of being “called by 
God to live as a blessing.” Comparing notes with 
neighbors or chatting with other volunteers during a lull 
forged new and fostered old friendships. For harried 
parents rounding up excited little ones or a tired driver 
just wanting to find an open parking spot, the FCC most-
uttered phrase “Have fun!” may have served as a sign and 
reminder that the church is indeed the face of Christ. 

Yes, it is work—and thanks to hard workers and return 
customers the life and ministry of the church are main-
tained and strengthened each year, and the blessings are 
passed on: the first 10 percent of Fair Parking income is 
gifted to ministries both near and far.  Look for infor-
mation in upcoming issues of The Chimes to learn where 
these funds—and the hard work and smiles—will make a 
difference… and be a blessing! 



Friends & Servants Dinner Auction 
PLANTING SEEDS IN THE HEARTS OF LOCAL YOUTH 
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Three Course Catered Dinner 
Silent and Live Auction 
Friday, October 22, 2010 - 6 pm - 9:30 pm 
Puyallup Fair & Events Center 
$40 per person or  
$300 for a table (8 per table) 

First Christian Church is donating a reserved 
parking space at their lot during the 2011 
Puyallup Fair as part of a basket to be auctioned.  

There are four open spots at the FCC table— 
talk to Pastor Nancy or Kerry Yanasak if you are 
interested in attending.  Please RSVP by 
Thursday, October  14th. 

YMCA Friends & Servants empowers troubled youth to become successful, contributing members of society.  Friends & 
Servants works closely with local organizations and agencies to provide a comprehensive solution for teens, with a broad 
range of programs, services and activities to offer support, guidance, opportunity, and encouragement to meet the physi-
cal, emotional and spiritual needs of our youth. For more information about Friends & Servants, visit www.ymcapkc.org. 

Recognizing that the body of Christ is made up of 
members from every tongue, hue and culture, 
Reconciliation Ministry welcomes all to a journey 
toward wholeness at God’s abundant table.  As one 
of the four mission priorities of our Church, 
Reconciliation Ministry welcomes you to an 
intentional effort to become a Pro-Reconciling/Anti-
Racist church—a church where the gifts of all of 
God’s children are honored and shared. 

The 2010 Reconciliation Offering will be received 
in October.  Reconciliation Ministry Offering is 
used to fund our Church’s mission priority to 
become an pro-reconciling/anti-racist church 
through experiential education, inclusive worship 
and intentional dialogue across difference.  Funds 
from this offering provide Youth and Young Adult 
camps, training programs for leadership 
development, and resources to promote small group 
study and community-building.  

Reconciliation Ministry Offering 
SPECIAL OFFERING IN OCTOBER FUNDS PROJECTS TOWARDS PRO-RECONCILIATION, ANTI-RACISM 



october birthdays 
  2 ............................................... Robin Crabb 
  3 ............................................. Dorris Rickert 
  4 ................................................ Laura Vogel 
10 .............................................. William Raup 
11 ............................................. Debbie Meyer 
13 ............................................... Ben Duckett 
17 ........................................ Gretchen Collins 
18 ..................................... Virginia Thompson 
21 .................................................. John Raup 
25 .................................................. Cory Blyth 
26 ..................................... Autumn Ackerman 

anniversaries 
14 ............................... Gail & Tony Ackerman 
19 .................................. Linda & Ron O’Gwin 
23 .......................... Katherine & Scott Durrant 
24 ..................................... Loni & Ed Markum 
27 ............................ Leslie & Robert Dickson  

baptism dates 
October 1, 1989 ..................... Katie Peterson 
October 3, 1954 ................... Katheryn Kusick 
October 8, 1922 ....................... Louis Sannes 
October 15, 1961 .................... Jeanne Crabb 

life of the church in october 

Seasonal time change: 
BEGINNING ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10TH 

SUNDAY STUDIES WILL RESUME AT 9:45 AM  &  
SERVICE OF WORSHIP WILL MOVE TO 11 AM 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
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Sunday studies resume 10/10 .......... Sundays - 9:45 am 
Summer Worship through 10/3 ............ Sundays - 10 am  
Fall Worship resumes 10/10 .............Sundays - 11 am 
Women’s Study (BRB) .................. Wednesdays - 10 am 
SO & SEW Study & Ministry ............. Thursdays - 10 am 
Men’s Study ........................................ Thursdays - 7 pm 
Lectionary Study ..................................Saturdays - 8 am 
 1-3 ...................... All-Church Retreat at Camp Koinonia 
 3 .......................................... World Communion Sunday 
 4-5 ....... Turner Lectures - Englewood Christian Church 
 5 ....................................... Book Club Discussion - 7 pm 

at Stewart Elementary (page 11) 
10 .......... Sunday studies resume (pages 1-3) - 9:45 am 
10 .................................... Fall Worship resumes - 11 am 
12 ............................................................ Columbus Day 
14 ................................................... Council Reports due 
15 .......................... Friends in Fellowship Potluck - 6 pm 
16 ......... Lunch with a Friend at Peace Lutheran - 10 am 
19 ................... Elders Meeting at Pastor Nancy’s - 6 pm 
21 ............................................... Council Meeting - 6 pm 
22 ............ Friends & Servants Dinner Auction - 5:30 pm 
23 ................... Potluck Mystery Dinner (page 12) - 5 pm 
24 ......... Freezing Nights orientation for FCC - 12:30 pm 
31 ....................................... All Saints Sunday (page 12) 
31 .................................... Diaconate Meeting - 12:30 pm 
31 ................................................................... Halloween 



Support the NW Region 
Beat the holiday rush!  Order a hand painted Christmas—
or year-round—ornament or two from Lisa Peterson’s 
Second Time Around in time for holiday giving. Lisa 
suggests a $5.00 donation; all proceeds will be donated to 
the 2010 Christmas Offering which supports the ministries 
of the Northwest Region of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ). 

Lisa takes reusable items and transforms them into art.  
This time she’ll recreate the Disciples logo, a St. Andrew’s 
cross and chalice, in black on spent light bulbs painted red 

and ready to hang, 
not only enhancing 
home décor but 
keeping them out of 
the landfill!   

Contact the church 
office to order and  
support the work of 
the NW DoC region. 

*To meet 2010’s General Offering budgeted income, 
weekly General Fund giving must average $1,346.15. 

August 29 
General Fund* ................................ $1065.00 

September 5 
General Fund* ................................ $1254.00 

September 12 
General Fund* ................................ $1910.00 

September 19 
General Fund* ................................ $1169.00 
Week of Compassion ..................... $    10.00 

September 26 
General Fund* ................................ $. 929.60 

Giving Totals 
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“The gratification  
of wealth is not 
found in mere 

possession or in 
lavish expenditure, 

but in its wise 
application.” 

— Miguel de Cervantes  
(1547-1616), Spanish writer  

Generous Living 
EXTREME STEWARDSHIP—CARING FOR EVERY ONE OF OUR GIFTS 

Calling “Time Out” 
REFLECTIONS ON FAITH AND MONEY 

“The gift of the Sabbath has been given to us by God to 
free us from slavery to time which drains our strength 
(see Exodus 16:22-30)…” 

“To observe the Sabbath means to call ‘Time Out!’  This 
day of rest is to re-create that which has been expended 
during the week.  The Sabbath allows us to receive the 
strength God supplies so we can continue to produce 
wealth, while keeping wealth in the proper 
perspective.” (from Partners with God, by Bobby L. 
Eklund and Terry Austin). 

The tithe—giving ten percent of our income to God’s 
work—gives us the same opportunity.  It helps us to take 
a “time out” from serving the god of money so that it 
cannot become a compulsive destroyer of our lives. 

(from Stewardship Nuggets, by Herb Miller) 



Looking Ahead to Freezing Nights 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR FCC’S FIFTH YEAR IN PUYALLUP SHELTERING MINISTRY 

The Chimes 

There are many ways to volunteer: 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON/EVENING 
stack chairs & set up tables in the sanctuary 
greet & visit with guests 
prepare snacks 
play games with guests 

FRIDAY NIGHT 
spend the night—we sleep in shifts 

SATURDAY MORNING 
help prepare breakfast 
help with cleanup 
visit & listen 

DONATE SUPPLIES  
sack lunch supplies, popcorn, bottled water, 
bingo prizes, gift cards for groceries & supplies.  
Look for a list of other needed supplies soon. 

Freezing Nights  
volunteer Kerry Yanasak’s  
omelets are a favorite on Saturday mornings 

In 2006 the FCC Board agreed to try on a young Puyallup 
ministry for size.  Five seasons later, Freezing Nights is a 
thriving program, and all winter long volunteers from 
local churches come together to provide safe shelter and 
friendship to the homeless when temperatures drop.   
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THE BOOK CLUB MEETS THE FIRST TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH AT 7 PM 
The October 5th discussion on Look Me in the Eye will be in Ericka Yanasak’s 

classroom at Stewart Elementary at 426 - 4th Ave. NE (meet in front). 

Every purchase made through the Amazon page at the church website 
(fccpuyallup.com) helps support FCC ministries. 

“This is a promise bridge, and it bridges a promise flowing from your heart to 
mine.  It can't never be broken... the promise is part of you now, understand.” 

Thus begins an unlikely friendship between Hannalore Blessing, a plantation 
mistress, and a slave girl named Livie. As the young women launch on a 
harrowing journey of awakening filled with shared risks and nurtured promises 
amid whispers of the Underground Railroad and the rising tension preceding the 
Civil War, they discover their ability to trust, love, and ultimately take action. 

—www.indiebound.org 

Beginning November 12th, First Christian will again host 
every Friday night and Saturday morning breakfast.   

Current or curious FCC volunteers are asked to attend an 
orientation on Sunday, October 24th after Worship. 

Promise Bridge—A Novel 
EILEEN CLYMER SCHWAB’S TALE OF THE PRE-CIVIL WAR SOUTH 



First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 
Pastor Nancy Gowler Johnson 
623 - 9th Ave. SW 
P.O. Box 516 
Puyallup, WA  98371 
(253) 845-6232 

Return Service Requested 
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All  Sa ints  Sunday • October  31 st  
 
On Sunday, October 31st we will remember saints who died in the past year.   
Contact the church office if you would like someone included in the service 

or write a name below and return this form by October 28th. 
 
Name________________________________________________ 

 
Name________________________________________________ 

Mystery Dinner Returns! 
POTLUCK DINNER, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23RD AT 5 PM 
CONTACT KELLI KAYS, BONNIE GODDARD OR  
TERRY FORSLUND FOR MORE INFORMATION 

At Porous Pines Country Club, golf 
champion Holin Wunn met his demise. 
The gallery was shocked when he 
collapsed in the middle of his backswing… 

JOIN THE FUN AS WE GATHER FOR A POTLUCK DINNER  
AND TO SOLVE THE MYSTERY OF HOLIN’S DEATH IN  

“MURDER IS PAR FOR THE COURSE!” 
BRING A DISH TO SHARE—SEE YOU THERE!   2008’s Mystery Dinner featured  

a vineyard’s anniversary party gone awry! 


