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REACH! 
NW REGIONAL YOUTH COMMISSION SPONSORS YOUTH MINISTRY EVENT, SEPTEMBER 28 

 

Do you have a passion for youth ministry?  

Are you concerned about the church’s mission with youth?  

Please save Saturday, September 28th on your calendars for 

the REACH Youth Ministry Event at the United Christian 

Church in Yakima. Join other Youth Leaders, Pastors and 

volunteers from around the Region as guest speaker Theresa 

Mazza talks with participants about reaching up to God, 

reaching in and searching their hearts and reaching out 

beyond the walls of the church.  

"God is counting on us! We are [God’s] number one plan 

when it comes to loving and introducing teens to Jesus. To 

offer transformational youth ministry we must reach up and 

ask on God to speak to us, train us, love through us and 

guide us. We must reach in and allow God to work through 

our weakness, and with our strengths. We must reach out, 

and offer love and hope to abandoned youth who have been 

spiritually orphaned. On September 28th, we will give God 

our time and hearts as we commit to do all three of these 

things." 

This is a free event sponsored by the NWRCC Regional 

Youth Commission. Lunch is also included free of 

charge.   RSVP required by September 22, 2013 to Amber 

Saladino at the NWRCC Regional Office.  

Therea Mazza, featured speaker 

September  28, 10-3 pm 

Yakima United Christian Church 
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september birthdays 
 4 ................................................... Landon Valliere 

 6 ..................................................... Connie Robey 

 9 ..................................................... Leslie Dickson 

10 ...................................................... Jackson Rice 

14 ................................................... JoAnne Fowler 

FCC Participates in Back to School Giving 
TWENTY-FIVE BACKPACKS HEADED TO AREA SCHOOLS 

On August 18th, Pastor Nancy asked worshipers to consider the school-aged recipients of the 25 backpacks gathered 

around the communion table, and to reflect on their own childhoods and the days leading up to the first day of school.  

What hopes did they have?  What was exciting about it?  What fears did they harbor?  With these things in mind, the 

congregation shared prayers of blessing and care for each student who would carry one of the backpacks this year.   

This month, 24 students in Helping Hand House’s transition 

from homelessness program and one neighborhood high 

schooler will head to their classrooms with one less worry.  

Brand new backpacks and completed school supplies lists 

donated by generous congregants and friends of FCC will 

enable these young people to have the tools needed to excel, 

fit in, and take the first step to a successful school year. 

In addition to packs and supplies, monetary gifts totaling 

$250—including a generous donation from the Back Row 

Broads small group study—was given to Helping Hand 

House (Puyallup family homeless shelter) to split between 

their “Back to School Clothing” program (an outfit and 

shoes for each child under HHH’s umbrella) and their 

“Restore a Life” program (relocation and counseling for a 7

-year old So. Hill rape victim and her family).  Many thanks 

for the enduring generosity of the First Christian family. 25 backpacks were blessed and prayed over, that their recipients 
would feel safe and equipped for a great school year 

16 .................................................. Robert Dickson 

18 ................................................... Keeler Duckett 

18 ................................................. David Patterson 

21 .......................................................... Ray Smith 

anniversaries 
10 ...................................... JoAnne & Orval Fowler 

15 .............................................. Mary & Karl Raup 

15 .............................................. Katie & Tim Sutliff 

18 ......................................... Jeanne & Bob Crabb 

19 ....................................... Karen & Jesse Stumpf 

25 .................................... Gladys & Richard Legas 

 

remember your baptism 
Sept. 13, 1964 .................................. Ken Forslund 

Sept. 20, 1959 ......................................... Pat Todd 

2013 by Bernie Zimmerman  
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FCC Puyallup Elder David Cieszynski is on the left side, fourth row back (behind the guidon flag).  555th Brigade, HHC Company 

Wild by Cathy Strayed 
BOOK CLUB’S SEPTEMBER PICK IS A NY TIMES BESTSELLER 

At twenty-two, Cheryl Strayed thought she had lost 

everything. In the wake of her mother’s death, her 

family scattered and her own marriage was soon 

destroyed. Four years later, with nothing more to 

lose, she made the most impulsive decision of her 

life: to hike the Pacific Crest Trail from the Mojave 

Desert through California and Oregon to Washington 

State—and to do it alone. She had no experience as 

a long-distance hiker, and the trail was little more 

than “an idea, vague and outlandish and full of 

promise.” But it was a promise of piecing back 

together a life that had come undone. 

Strayed faces down rattlesnakes and black bears, 

intense heat and record snowfalls, and both the 

beauty and loneliness of the trail. Told with great 

suspense and style, sparkling with warmth and 

humor, Wild vividly captures the terrors and 

pleasures of one young woman forging ahead 

against all odds on a journey that maddened, 

strengthened, and ultimately healed her. 

—adapted from Knopf/Doubleday website 

The Book Club meets the first Tuesday of every month.   Join the Club on Tuesday, September 3rd at 7 pm   

 at Eunice Squires’ home, as they discuss Love Does by John Grisham. 

Book Club selections are always featured on the FCC Puyallup website Amazon page. 
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2013 Turner Memorial Lectures 
ANNUAL EVENT FEATURES RENOWNED DISCIPLES SCHOLAR DR. BONNIE BOWMAN THURSTON 

Were you away on vacation and missed a sermon during this summer’s 

creation series?  

Or do you want to listen again to a previous sermon? 

Check out sermon audio archives on our website, www.fccpuyallup.com. 

A much sought-after 

speaker, Dr. Bonnie 

Bowman Thurston 

taught at Bethany 

College, Wheeling Jesuit 

University, and held the 

William F. Orr Chair in 

New Testament at 

Pittsburgh Theological 

Seminary.  She is an 

ordained Disciples of 

Christ minister, earning 

her bachelor’s degree at 

Bethany College and her 

masters and doctoral 

degrees at the University of Virginia, with postdoctoral work in 

New Testament Studies at Harvard University, Eberhard Karls 

University in Tuebingen and Ecole Biblique in Jerusalem.  

The writer or editor of 18 theological books and numerous 

articles, her scholarly interests include the gospels of Mark and 

John, the Deutero-Pauline canon, and the history of Christian 

spirituality.  She was a founding member of the International 

Thomas Merton Society and served as its third president. 

The Turner Lectures are hosted each year at Englewood 

Christian Church in Yakima. Registration information is 

available on the NWRCC website, www.disciplesnw.org. 

 

 Dig deep into a beloved Scripture passage with 

the guidance of a gifted scholar; 

 Reflect in large and small groups on the 

powerful images of pilgrimage, word and table; 

 Connect with old and new friends in a relaxed 

setting; 

 Participate in worship and small group 

experiences, including a labyrinth walk, pub-

theology-styled conversations, visio divina, 

outdoor worship, contemplative prayer, and 

more; 

 Choose from an array of workshops: worship 

banner making, congregational music, spiritual 

direction, or collage. Or join in on conversations 

such as the Latest News in the Northwest Region 

or Next Steps after DOMA & GA#1327. 

AT THE LECTURES 
you will 



THERE’S A PLACE FOR YOU IN FCC’S PARKING LOT MINISTRY! 

SETUP 

 Tuesday, 9/3 10 am mowing; Wednesday, 9/4 10 am  more prep; Thursday, 9/5 extra prep day 

FAIR DAYS 

 9/6 - 9/22 shifts available every day 

 Pray for the safety of volunteers and clientele 

Contact the church office (845-6232) to sign up for available shifts. 
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The Regional Transformation Team is spearheading the 

pilot test of a new congregational assessment tool entitled 

"Listening to the Spirit: Assessing the Now." This 

assessment tool was developed by the Center for Parish 

Development, an ecumenical, research, consulting, and 

teaching agency, in Chicago, Ill.  

"Listening to the Spirit" begins with an on-line survey 

taken by a congregation's leadership team. This survey 

addresses the whole of a congregation's life and ministry. 

The Center evaluates the survey responses and provides a 

report back to the congregation. A trained Transformation 

Team member along with a Center consultant use this 

report to facilitate meaningful dialogue among the 

congregation's leadership team to help focus sharing, 

stimulate learning, and frame it all with a missional 

perspective.  As a result, the leadership team can begin to 

discern the Spirit's leading, generating real wisdom as 

they share and learn from one another, and develop a 

shared agenda for action. The shared agenda for action 

will normally identify one to three congregational 

priorities for the upcoming year. 

Six congregations will be involved in the pilot test of 

"Listening to the Spirit". The pilot test project will begin 

in mid-August and should be completed by early 

November. The Transformation Team will survey the six 

test congregations to assess the effectiveness of 

"Listening to the Spirit" and determine if it could be 

helpful resource to offer to other congregations in the 

Region. The Regional Board approved the 

Transformation Team's request to fund the pilot test 

project using designated Transformation funds. 

  

NWRCC’s Listening to the Spirit Assessment 
FCC PUYALLUP WILL PARTICIPATE IN PILOT TEST OF A NEW CONGREGATION ASSESSMENT TOOL 



Page 6 

Summer Art & Worship Focus 
WORSHIP, CREATION AND CREATIVITY AT WORK 

Watercolors, crayons, colored pencils, oil pastels, markers, stamps, paper, scissors and glue—those art supplies and more 

were used by congregants as part of FCC’s summer art and worship project. 

Throughout the summer worshippers reflected on creation and spirituality through art. Paper crosses were cut out and 

transformed into a beautiful array of images and colors. Worship Chair Robin Crabb gathered the crosses and formed them 

into a new banner which debuted at FCC’s outdoor worship at Wildwood Park on August 3rd.  

The communal art creation will remain up in the sanctuary through the summer worship season. Pictures of the project may 

be found at the FCC Flickr group page: www.flickr.com/groups/fccpuyallup/. 



08/04   General Fund.................................. $  690.00 

08/11    General Fund................................. $  682.00 

08/18    General Fund................................. $1645.00 

 Backpack Ministry .................... $  220.00 

Donated by the Back Row Broads 

08/25    General Fund................................. $1995.00 

 

*To meet 2013’s budgeted General Offering income, 

weekly General Fund giving must average $1538.46. 
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Light a Candle for Children  
ECUMENICAL PRAYER FOCUS FOR CHILDREN BEGINS ON 
SEPTEMBER 15 

Light a Candle for Children is an advocacy and prayer 

vigil project that invites congregations to join in Days of 

Prayer for Children. The five-week vigil 

begins September 15 and culminates in the Children's 

Sabbath on October 20.  Light a Candle for Children is a 

project of the Family & Children’s Ministries Partnership 

of the United Church of Christ and the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ).  

Years ago the Children’s Defense Fund began using the 

third Sunday in October for Children’s Sabbath.  They 

describe this as “…a way for faith communities to 

celebrate children as sacred gifts of the Divine, and 

provides the opportunity for houses of worship to renew 

and live out their moral responsibility to care, protect and 

advocate for all children.”  

You can find more information and sign up for daily 

email devotions at www.lightacandle.blogspot.com . 

A Recipe for a  
Sweet Sacrifice 
In the Book of Numbers, God gives the Israelites a clear 

recipe for how they should mix flour, oil and wine to add 

to their animal sacrifice so that it would be a “sweet-

smelling offering to the Lord.” - Numbers 15:7.  

Since, like the Israelites, we also are called to sacrifice to 

God, we should ask ourselves if our sacrifices are sweet 

or are they bitter. When we give grudgingly, sparingly or 

with resentment our sacrifice can be bitter. Try this recipe 

for a sweet sacrifice. 

1. Start with a generous portion of “first fruits.” 

2. Mix with love for God and all of His creation. 

3. Add gratitude for all that God has given to you. 

4. Season with trust that God will always provide all 

that you need. 

5. Serve with joy, knowing that your gift is good. 

—from the Archdiocese of St. Louis 



First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 
Pastor Nancy Gowler Johnson 
623 - 9th Ave. SW 
P.O. Box 516 
Puyallup, WA  98371 
(253) 845-6232 

Return Service Requested 

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com 
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life of the church in september 

  5 ....................................... Fair Parking setup - 10 am 

Anything weather or time didn’t allow Tues. & Wed. 

  6-22 ....................................... Fair Parking 8 am-8 pm 

21 .................................... Lunch with a Friend - 10 am 

Peace Lutheran, 214 E Pioneer 

24 ......................... Faith Formation meeting - 6:30 pm 

26 .............................................. Elders meeting - 6 pm 

at Connie Robey’s home 

27 ................................................ Newsletter Print/mail 

28 ........................ REACH - Youth Ministry Workshop 

Yakima United Christian Church  - 10 am-3 pm 

28 ..................................... PVCNS Trike-athon - 10 am 

Summer Worship .............................. Sundays - 10 am 

9:45 am Studies; 11 am Worship resume 10/6 

Women’s Study (BRB) ....... Wed. - 10 am, off for Fair 

Men’s Study....................................... Off until October 

 

  2 ................................................................... Labor Day 

  3 ....................................... Fair Parking setup - 10 am 

Mowing & miscellaneous 

  3 ................................ Book of the Month Club - 7 pm 

at Eunice Squires’ home 

  4 ....................................... Fair Parking setup - 10 am 

Striping, signs, shed, serve lunch 

FCC Folks in NWRCC Leadership 
Beginning September 1, Rev. Bill Robey takes on the role of New 

Church Coordinator for the region. Funded by a gift from Bellevue 

Christian Church, this part-time coordinator position will help support 

current new churches and promote the formation of new congregations 

within the region.  

Ben Johnson joins the newly elected Regional Youth Council for 2013-

2014. The RYC works together in youth leadership activities such as 

planning the annual Winter Retreat and participating on the Regional 

Board and Mission Council.  

Congratulations to both Ben and Bill for their new roles in the region. 


