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Help FCC Puyallup get Fair Parking Ready 

The Fair Arrives Early 

Labor Day marks the beginning of an extended run of the 2016 

Washington State Fair. Plans at FCC Puyallup are underway to meet 

the challenge of more days and more cars to park during the 21-day 

fair. 

 Join the planning meeting on Thursday, August 4
th

 at 7 pm.  

With a longer running fair and new faces in our Fair Parking 

leadership team, we have a full plate in front of us.  At our first 

planning meeting we’ll be looking at new ways to do Fair Parking 

effectively.  We’ll be dividing up responsibilities and individual 

tasks, and we’ll be focused on sharing the workload well.  

Don’t miss this chance to get involved from the beginning! 

 Come lend a hand on Saturday, August 13
th

 at 9 am for some 

pre-Fair property projects to get the grounds ready.  

 Fair Setup Days will be determined at the August 4
th
 meeting. 

We’ll need plenty of volunteers to hang flags, stripe parking 

spaces, put out signs, clean and prepare the parking shed, and 

more!   

 The Parking Volunteer Schedule will be available soon.  Calling 

all flaggers, parkers and cashiers! Hours run from 8 am - 8 pm. 

Needs some help learning the ropes?  We’ve got veteran 

volunteers who would jump at the chance to train new folks. Look 

for more info to come. 

Ben Johnson 

Fair runs September 2-25, 2016 
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Three Disciples congregations, University Christian Church, Lake City Christian Church & All Pilgrims Christian Church, with 

significant help from the Northwest Regional Christian Church staff and a grant from the NWRCC, are sponsoring a workshop on 

“Mental Illness, Homelessness, and Suicide: Engaging the Issues with Transforming Relationships.”   

The workshop on September 10 will have two speakers who will address issues of mental illness, suicide, and how these health 

factors are key components of the homelessness crisis that is enveloping Seattle and our whole country more and more.  The 

objectives of the workshop are that attendees would be able to move from transactional exchange (such as a meal) to a 

relational engagement with houseless persons and to act in the moment to intervene and provide assistance to persons 

contemplating suicide.  

The single-day workshop will be on Sept. 10 from 9:30 AM to 3 PM, at University Christian Church in 

Seattle.  Doors open at 9:15 AM. 

$20.00 per person before Sept. 3, $25.00 per person after that date. 

Register online at www.disciplesnw.org/event/mentalillnesshomlessnesssuicideworkshop 

** Registration due by August 28 to guarantee a lunch will be available for you.**  

Companionship Workshop How do you support the individuals in your community who live with mental illness, insecure 

housing, chemical dependency, or trauma? How do you move from a transactional exchange to a relational engagement 

enabling substantive change? 

Companionship is designed to encourage compassionate awareness for those struggling within our neighborhoods and 

communities of faith. The training develops skills to listen consciously with openness, along with an awareness of limits and 

boundaries, easing the isolation these difficulties often bring. Learn how you can integrate Companionship into your organization 

or faith community with your staff, ushers, social justice teams, and pastoral care teams. Led by Kae Eaton. 

Suicide Awareness and Tools for Volunteers safeTALK is a half-day alertness training that prepares anyone over the 

age of 15, regardless of prior experience or training, to become a suicide-alert helper. Most people with thoughts of suicide don’t 

truly want to die, but are struggling with the pain in their lives. Through their words and actions, they invite help to stay alive. 

safeTALK-trained helpers can recognize these invitations and take action by connecting them with life-saving intervention 

resources, such as caregivers trained in ASIST. 

Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training (ASIST) is for everyone 16 or older—regardless of prior experience—who wants to 

be able to provide suicide first aid. Shown by major studies to significantly reduce suicidality, the ASIST model teaches effective 

intervention skills while helping to build suicide prevention networks in the community. 

Suicide is on the rise in our nation, both among the general population and among veterans returning from wars in Iraq and 

Afghanistan.  David will not only increase our awareness of the impact of suicide in our communities using resources from 

SAMHSA (Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration); but will also bring a wealth of knowledge and practical  

tools through his work as an ASIST and safeTALK trainer.  Conversation and awareness go a long way to reducing the shame  

and stigma of the experience of death by suicide, and we will begin to open a path to healing both in our personal lives 

and in our communities. 



 

 

 
 
Join the FCC Puyallup Book Club at 7 pm on October 4

th
  

at Brookdale Senior Living Center in Puyallup for their 

discussion of A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman. 

 

 

Ove is “a curmudgeon….He has staunch 

principles, strict routines, and a short fuse. 

People call him ‘the bitter neighbor from 

hell.’” 

“Behind the cranky exterior there is a story 

and a sadness….a comical and 

heartwarming tale of unkempt cats, 

unexpected friendship, and the ancient art 

of backing up a U-Haul.” 

 —from Simon & Schuster publishers 

Book Club picks are always available at FCC’s website Amazon 

storefront: www.fccpuyallup.com/amazon. A percentage of each 

item purchased through the website helps support FCC ministries. 

B L E S S  D R E AM  S H AR E  
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Mental Illness Workshop, cont. from page 2. 

 

Kae Eaton is director of the Mental Health Chaplaincy.  She works with individuals and families living 

with mental illness or homelessness, and also with secular and faith-based communities engaged with 

these communities.  She will teach attendees how they can become Companions to individuals they 

encounter in their daily lives.  Her approach encourages compassionate awareness for those in our 

neighborhoods who struggle with these issues.  

 

 

David Pina is a retired Air Force Chaplain, doing Chaplaincy work at the Seattle VA Hospital, who 

specializes and trains in suicide prevention.  His portion of the workshop will focus on being alert to 

suicide talk, taking action to connect a suicidal person with community resources, and providing suicide 

first aid.   

 



 

 

Becoming a People of Grace and Welcome to All:  FCC Puyallup          

 

 

WHEREAS, “We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world,” called to welcome others as we 

have been welcomed by God
1
 and to practice hospitality to one another,

2
 as well as to strangers;

3
 and  

WHEREAS, Scripture affirms that all people are created in the image of God and share with all others in the worth that comes 

from being unique individuals;
4
 and  

WHEREAS, Scripture affirms that as Christians we are many members, but are one body in Christ each with different gifts, 

called by Jesus to love our neighbors as ourselves,
5
 and called to the ministry of reconciliation and wholeness within the world 

and within the church; and  

WHEREAS, Disciples historically affirm baptism as the primary call to ministry and offer baptism to all who profess their faith in 

Jesus Christ as Savior; and  

WHEREAS, Disciples historically profess that the nature of Christian discipleship is profoundly informed by the Lord’s table, 

which is central to the act of worship, calling attention to the radical hospitality extended by Jesus, who welcomes all to the 

table of grace; and  

WHEREAS, the Disciples’ movement came to be in reaction to limitations being placed on this welcome, recognizing that 

excluding anyone from the Lord’s table fragments the body of Christ; and  

WHEREAS, the 1997 General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) called for the church to give continuing 

research and reflection “concerning the participation of gay and lesbian persons in the full life and ministry of the Church”;
6
  

and WHEREAS, persons continue to be devalued and discriminated against within society and more sadly, 

within the church because of their sexual orientation and or gender identity; and  
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In July 2013 the General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) meeting in Orlando, Florida, approved the 

following Sense of the Assembly resolution. 

At its July 2016 meeting the FCC Puyallup Council took 

a first step toward facilitating congregational 

conversations concerning becoming an open and 

affirming congregation. In addition to a leadership 

assessment tool, representatives from our congregation 

will be attending a Building an Inclusive Church 

workshop, August 19-20 at Newport Presbyterian 

Church in Bellevue, Washington. 

Grounded in Scripture and discipleship, the training 

allows participants to “explore your own Christian call to 

hospitality and evangelism.” The GLAD Alliance of the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is a cosponsor of 

this event. If you are interested in attending or want 

more information, please contact Pastor Nancy. 



 

 

Open and Affirming Disciples Congregations in Washington 

         Council encourages congregational conversations around hospitality 

B L E S S  D R E AM  S H AR E  
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WHEREAS, Disciples find identity at the Lord’s table, sharing as the body of Christ, valuing each other in covenantal 

relationship even we disagree; and  

WHEREAS, Disciples historically affirm that individuals and congregations hold differing interpretations of scripture, but that all 

are called to transcend differences and claim one another in Christian unity;  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the General Assembly meeting in Orlando, Florida, July 13-17, 2013, calls upon the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) to recognize itself as striving to become a people of grace and welcome to all God’s 

children though differing in race, gender, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, nationality, ethnicity, marital status, physical 

or mental ability, political stance or theological perspective; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the General Assembly calls upon the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) to affirm the 

faith, baptism and spiritual gifts of all Christians regardless of their sexual orientation or gender identity, and that neither is 

grounds for exclusion from fellowship or service within the church, but we celebrate that all are part of God’s good creation; 

and  

FINALLY, BE IT RESOLVED that the General Assembly calls upon all expressions of the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ), as a people of grace and welcome, to acknowledge their support for the welcome of and hospitality to all.  

 
1 Mark 12:31 [Statement of Identity of the CC (DOC), Disciples.org] 
2 1 Timothy 5:10; 1 Peter 4:9  
3 Romans 12:13; Hebrews 13:2  
4 Genesis 1:26-7  
5 2 Corinthians 5:18  
6 Resolution No. 9719, A Call on the Participation of Gay and Lesbian Persons in the Life of the Church, accepted by the General Assembly 

meeting in Denver, Colorado, July 25-29, 1997.  

 Lake Washington Christian Church, Kirkland 

 First Christian Church, Olympia 

 United Christian Church, Renton 

 All Pilgrims Christian Church, Seattle 

 Welcome Table, Seattle 

 Lake City Christian Church, Seattle 

 Queen Anne Christian Church, Seattle 

 Northwest Christian Church, Seattle 

 Origin Fellowship, Spokane 
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Birthdays in August 
4 ........................................ MD Cieszynski 

7 ...................................... Roxane Neslund 

8 ..................................... Scharlotte Porter 

9 .......................................... Louis Sannes 

10 ................................... Megan Stanhope 

10 .......................................... Alorah Leale 

11 .......................................... Mike Herbert 

11 ....................................... Nancy Durrant 

11 ........................................ Karen Stumpf 

14 ......................................... Karrie Cheek 

17 .................................... Oliver Patterson 

27 ..................................... Elizabeth Jarvis 

27 ....................................... Sean Forslund 

27 ....................................... Kerry Yanasak 

30 ..................................... Ashley Markum 

Anniversaries 
26 ....................... June & Steve Armstrong 

27 ........................ Debbie & David Dimond 

Remember your baptism 
August 22, 1999 ........ Rosemarie Howard 

More Than Just Cars 

Fair Parking Ministry’s wide reach 

In addition to supporting the ministries of FCC Puyallup, 

10% of the proceeds are given to local, regional, and 

global ministries. All of those hours parking cars have a 

great impact. 

Here are the distributions from the outreach of our Fair 

Parking ministry in 2015. 

 

Global Ministries $1,600 

Bread for the World, Church World Service, Disciples 

Mission Fund, Week of Compassion 

Regional Ministries $1,500 

Common Table in Everett, NW Regional Christian 

Church, NWRCC Youth Program, Yakama Mission 

Local Ministries $3,425 

Associated Ministries, Exodus Housing, Friends & 

Servants, Helping Hand House, Love INC, New Hope 

Resource Center, Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, 

Puyallup Food Bank 
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We dream of being a faithful 

community of God’s people whose spiritual 

practices of worship, prayer, study, and 

ministry nurture those who are seeking to 

live in the way of Jesus. 

First Christian Church of Puyallup is a 

gathering of diverse individuals called by 

God to live as a blessing in our own 

neighborhoods and in the world.  

Believing that every follower of 

Christ is gifted by God, we dream of 

being a family in which each person 

discovers their gifts and is supported in 

sharing those gifts with the world. 

We experience God’s welcome in our 

celebration at the communion table and 

dream of being a reflection of that welcome 

in our acts of acceptance, forgiveness, 

generosity, justice and peacemaking. 

FCC Guiding Vision 

Read the Ministry Plan outlining  

FCC’s hoped-for future: 

www.fccpuyallup.com/ 

guiding-vision 

We said bring potatoes… 

 and FCC Puyallup gave 712 pounds. 

Thank you f or 
support ing our July 
Mission C hal lenge, 
giving potat oes t o 
t he P uyal lup Food 
Bank! 

Look for information soon on our next generosity 

challenge—backpacks and school supplies for 

Helping Hand House children. 

BACK TO SCHOOL CHALLENGE 



 

 

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor Nancy Gowler Johnson 

623 - 9th Avenue SW 

P.O. Box 516 

Puyallup, WA 98371 

253.845.6232 

Return Service Requested 

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

 

GREEN CHALICE 
CONGREGATION 

Worship ______  11 am Oct-May 

  ____________ 10 am Jun-Sep 

Sun. Studies _ 9:45 am Oct-May 

  _______________  off Jun-Sep 

253.845.6232 

www.fccpuyallup.com 

Life of the Church 
Summer Worship Service ........ S - 10 am 

Pub Theology ........................ S - 6:30 pm 

Rm. 14 reserved ........ T, W, Th - 1:30 pm 

Puy. Valley Community Band .... T - 7 pm 

Back Row Broads study .......... W - 10 am 

Learning Circle ........................ W - 11 am 
 

2 .............. Book Club gathering - 6:30 pm 

Barbara Stroud’s home. 

3 .......... Faith Formation team mtg - 6 pm 

Bar Bistro Restaurant 

3 ................................. Prayer Vigil - 6 pm 

New Hope Resource Ctr - 414 Spring St 

4 .... New Hope neighborhood mtg - 6 pm 

Puyallup High School 

A
U

G
U

S
T

 
 

4 .......... Fair Parking planning mtg - 7 pm 

Room 14 

8 ... Stewardship Ministry Area mtg - 7 pm 

Room 14 

11 ................... Worship Team mtg - 1 pm 

13 ...... Pre-Fair Parking work party - 9 am 

18 .............................. Council reports due 

18 ................................ Elders mtg - 6 pm 

Robeys’ home  

19, 20 ......... Building An Inclusive Church 

Newport Presbyterian Church, Bellevue 

25 ............................... Council mtg - 7 pm 

28 ......................Trustees mtg - 11:30 am 

Here Comes the Fair: Let’s do this—together! 

Fair runs September 2-25, 2016 

 


