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...CALLED BY GOD TO LIVE AS A BLESSING...  Chimes 

During Pastor Nancy’s three-month sabbatical, August 

through October, Reverend Doug Dornhecker, a Disciples 

of Christ minister living in Tumwater, Washington, will 

be on hand to lead the FCC congregation in worship as 

well as lend administrative support one day a week, and 

pastoral care as needed.  

A native Oregonian, he 

was educated at Northwest 

Christian University and 

Emmanuel Christian Semi-

nary. Doug and Kathy 

were married in 1972 and 

are the parents of three 

daughters. Two grand-

daughters live nearby.  He 

is a member of Welcome 

Table Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) in 

Seattle and of St. John's Episcopal Church in Olympia, 

where he was confirmed on June 29, 2014, and has served 

on staff as Assistant Pastor since 2005. Doug was 

awarded an honorary doctorate by Northwest Christian 

University in 2007.  His hobbies include painting, 

gardening, and bicycling.  

Please welcome Doug and Kathy into the FCC Puyallup 

family, and pray for good things to happen during Doug’s 

stay!  FCC looks forward to getting to know him better 

and serving and worshiping together as God’s people. 

Welcoming... 
Interim Pastor Doug Dornhecker 

...and Sending Forth 
Pastor Nancy’s Sabbatical begins Aug. 3 

Every seven years, Pastor Nancy is contractually due a 

three month sabbatical leave.  But even beyond her 

contract, the First Christian Church of Puyallup 

congregation is truly grateful and very blessed to have the 

resources and ability to offer this time of growth, renewal, 

and rest to a deserving Pastor Nancy.   

In 2007, Nancy’s first sab-

batical was funded by a 

grant by the Lilly Endow-

ment’s Clergy Renewal 

Program. That generous 

grant afforded Nancy her 

dream trip, spending the 

bulk of her time away in 

Europe, and allowed FCC 

to pay an interim pastor for 

the duration. This time 

there’s no grant or international flights, but because of 

planning by Nancy for travels focusing on the arts in spir-

ituality, by the congregation for an interim’s compensa-

tion, and because of a strong core of volunteers to keep 

things running, things look positive in the coming months. 

Congregants will be connected with Nancy throughout her 

time of renewal through prayer, positive wishes, and 

photos.  Her time away is a gift to her and an opportunity 

for the FCC community.  At the end of the three months, 

both sides will have wonderful stories to share! A life-

giving and awe-filled journey to you, Nancy! 



Let the little children come 

A five-year partnership with Helping Hand House’s back to 

school program for kids from families in their transition 

from homelessness program just keeps on giving.   

This year, First Christian Church and generous friends 

signed up to supply more backpacks full of supplies than 

HHH had to offer.  A good problem to have!  All donations 

will go to deserving children to provide them 

with a special feeling of excitement and pride 

on the first day of school.   

The deadline for returning the full backpacks 

assigned to volunteers, tagged with the child’s 

name, is August 17th.  The packs and the 

children who will use them will be blessed in 

our worship service and delivered that week. 

Many thanks to Karrin Lewis who graciously 

took over the coordination of this generous ministry of FCC 

Puyallup, and to all who gave their time and money to make 

this year’s outreach project a continued success! 
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FCC Puyallup Celebrates 

bless    dream    share 
Over several years the FCC Puyallup congregation has participated in an ongoing transformation process which 

started with intentional reflection on their beginnings, their present context in their community, and what they hoped 

their future would look like. The result was the emergence of FCC’s Guiding Vision—the written future the church 

would work toward and base all decisions on—and the Ministry Plan—the process the congregation would use to 

achieve the vision.  The Guiding Vision affirms FCC is called to bless, dream, and share. 

After a few years of living into these new ways of being church, things are looking good!  Recent annual self-

evaluations by ministry teams and the FCC Council revealed accomplishments, areas of needed improvement, and 

priorities for the coming 12 months.  The accomplishments were many and varied, portraying the church as well on 

its way to achieving that vision.  Out of these conversations and others looking closely at the life of the church, 

participants realized there is much to celebrate!   

Starting in August, and for a whole year, groups, teams and congregants, 

in worship, study, and service, will focus on celebrating experiences as 

children of God. Celebrating “my story, our church, God’s mission” will 

happen in a variety of ways, one of which will be sharing stories.  

Stories of God’s work in the lives of congregants, how being a follower 

of Jesus or part of the FCC congregation is making a difference in the 

world, or personal stories of God’s Spirit moving in their midst. 

If you would like to take a few minutes to share your story in Worship, or by writing a few paragraphs, please 

contact Worship Chair Robin Crabb or Elder Connie Robey.   Bless!  Dream!  Share! 



The Chimes 

 

August news & events 
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06/29 General Fund ................................ $  1680.86 

 DMF Pentecost Offering .............. $      11.00 

 FCC Homeless Ministries ............ $    101.00 

07/06 General Fund ................................ $  1327.00 

07/13 General Fund ................................ $  3459.86 

 Lepley Estate Gift (Bldg. Fund) ... $16000.00 

07/20 General Fund ................................ $  2346.81 

07/27 General Fund ................................ $  1558.00 

 Backpack Ministry ....................... $    120.00 

FCC Puyallup Cares 

*To meet 2014’s budgeted General Offering income,  
weekly General Fund giving must average $1346.15. 

We’re putting 

together a new 

church directory 

complete with 

photos of all 

members and regular worshipers. If you 

have a recent picture to include, please 

bring a photo to be scanned or send a 

digital copy to info@fccpuyallup.com. 

Got a 
selfie? 

Birthdays 

  4 .................................................... MD Cieszynski 

  7 ................................................. Roxane Neslund 

  8 ................................................. Scharlotte Porter 

  9 ...................................................... Louis Sannes 

10 ................................................ Megan Stanhope 

10 ........................................................ Alorah Leale 

11 ..................................................... Nancy Durrant 

11 ...................................................... Karen Stumpf 

14 ....................................................... Karrie Cheek 

17 .................................................. Oliver Patterson 

22 ......................................................... Mike Kupfer 

27 ................................................... Elizabeth Jarvis 

27 .................................................... Sean Forslund 

27 .................................................... Kerry Yanasak 

29 ....................................................... Maurice Burr 

30 ................................................... Ashley Markum 

Anniversaries 
26 ..................................... June & Steve Armstrong 

27 ..................................... Debbie & David Dimond 

Remember your baptism 
August 22, 1999 ....................... Rosemarie Howard 



Mark your calendar! 

Get Out of the Boat:   

A Servants Summit for FCC Puyallup 

October 18th, 9 am-5 pm 

Wellspring Retreat Center 

54922 Kernahan Rd. E, Ashford, WA  98304 

wellspringspa.com 

Using the story of Peter walking on the water in 

Matthew 14 as a starting point, retreatants will 

spend the day exploring their faith, giftedness, 

place in the church, and walk with Christ.   

Keynote speaker will be Rev. Gretchen 

Mertes—no, not our Gretchen Mertes!—pastor 

of Luther’s Table and Saint Matthew Lutheran 

Church, in Renton. 

Look for more information soon—save the 

date—all are encouraged to attend! 
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Sabbatical Corner Sabbatical Corner 

Take Me Out to the Ballgame! 

Invite friends and neighbors for an afternoon at 

Cheney Stadium to watch the Tacoma Rainiers! 

Tacoma Rainiers vs. Iowa Cubs 

August 24th at 5:05 pm, 

carpoolers will depart from church at 3:30 pm. 

$10.50 per person, pay by August 10th 

Sign up in the narthex; the cost of $10.50 

includes entry, a hot dog, chips, and a bottle of 

water. Payment may be given to Vicki Smith or 

any member of the Diaconate by August 10th. 
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"In his moving memoir, The Translator, Daoud Hari illuminates the 

complexities of the conflict [in Darfur]..., but his book's modest scope is 

perhaps its greatest strength. In its intimacy, quiet humor and 

compassion, The Translator is more like a conversation with a friend 

than a call to action. The plight of someone close to you can pierce 

you, and Hari keeps his readers close.” 

—Los Angeles Times  

Join the Book Club Tuesday, August 5th, at 7 pm at FCC 

for a discussion of The Rosie Project. 

Book Club Pick for August 
The Translator: A Tribesman’s Memoir of Darfur 

Help set up for the 17-day stint (striping spaces on the grass, hanging flags, setting up signage, cleaning shed, 
serving lunch) - Wednesday, September 3

rd
 at 9 am-noon, and if needed, Thursday, September 4

th
 at 9 am. 

Sign up for as many volunteer shifts as you can during the Washington State Fair!  A signup sheet is in the 
narthex.  Each shift is made up of 1 flagger, 1 cashier, and 2-5 parkers (depending on several factors). 

Four daily shifts Friday, September 5
th
 through Sunday, September 21

st
: 

8:00 am - 11:30 am 
11:30 am - 2:30 pm 
2:30  pm - 5:30 pm 
5:30 pm  - close  
    (typically 8:15 pm;  
     never past 9 pm) 

Pray for safety and health of 
volunteers and guests! 

See you at the Fair! 

Reserve a 
sharable 
parking 

spot right 
here, just 
one block 

west of 
the Fair’s 

Red Gate. 

$100 for 
all 17 

days—
that’s 

41% off 
the daily 

rate! 

Fair Parking Season—Information Central! 

Your own 
parking 
space 
here! 



First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 
Pastor Nancy Gowler Johnson 
623 - 9th Ave. SW 
P.O. Box 516 
Puyallup, WA  98371 
(253) 845-6232 

Return Service Requested 

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com 

Summer Worship ...................................... Sundays - 10 am 

Pub Theology ............................................. Sundays - 7 pm 

The Forum Pub & Grill, 208 S Meridian 

Puyallup Valley Comm. Band ................... Tuesdays - 7 pm 

Women’s Study (BRB) ...................... Wednesdays - 10 am 

The Hangout Homeless Drop-in Ctr. ...... M, W, F - 12-5 pm  

 

  3 .................... Celebration of Welcome & Sending - 10 am 

Reverends Johnson & Dornhecker presiding 

  4 .................................... Pastor Nancy’s sabbatical begins 

  4 ............................................. Room 12 reserved - 6-8 pm 

  5 ............................... Book Club discussion at FCC - 7 pm 

10 ......................................... Diaconate meeting - 11:30 am 

12 .......................................................... Council reports due 

19 .................................................. Council meeting - 11 am 

Life of the Church in August 
21 ..................................................... Elders meeting - 6 pm 

Connie Robey’s home 

24 ................................... Tacoma Rainiers game - 5:05 pm 

Carpoolers depart from church at 3:30 pm 

30 ....................................... Men’s Book & Breakfast - 9 am 
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A Lasting Gift of Faith & Love 

For decades, Jim and Ruth Lepley were vital members of the FCC family. 

Among their service was Jim’s intricate crafting of the church’s address sign still 

hanging adjacent to the front entry, and Ruth’s loyalty to the FCC Puyallup 

library staff.  A few years ago, after Ruth passed away, Jim moved away to live 

closer to his daughter.  And when he died last fall, Ruth and Jim’s love for the 

church they had left behind but never forgotten turned into love in action. 

Last month a monetary gift was received by the church from the estate of the 

Lepleys.  Designated for the building fund, the $16,000 gift will be added to the 

Property Reserve account which has funded a number of large projects over 

recent years.  What a blessing that the faithful giving of this couple will become 

a legacy funding building projects spanning well into the future of the church!   James & Ruth Lepley, longtime FCC members 


