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. . .cal led by God t o l ive as a blessing.. .  

C h u r c h  o f  P u y a l l u p  ( D i s c i p l e s  o f  C h r i s t )  

VOLUM E  23 2016  M AY  

For many years on Tuesday nights the sound of music has filled the air as the Puyallup Valley Community Band rehearses in the 

FCC Puyallup sanctuary. The band made up of musicians from around the area performs throughout the year at venues such as 

the Orting Soldiers Home (May 30
th
) and the Meeker Mansion (July 4

th
).  

In gratitude for the FCC congregation providing them with a practice space, 

the band holds a Spring Benefit Concert with a free will offering, this year on 

Friday, May 20
th
 at 7:30 pm.  The usual practice as a congregation has been 

to pass that offering along to organizations or ministries that are making a 

difference. This year’s concert will benefit FCC’s own work of opening the 

building to groups in the community.  The concert’s offering will help to fund 

the ongoing restroom upgrades at the FCC Puyallup facility. 

The Spring Concert will also feature the 2016 Michael & Norma Lovezzola 

Music Award winner Katriel Looney. Katriel is a clarinet player and senior at 

Puyallup High School. 

This year’s concert program boasts a variety of music genres from ragtime 

to classical, as well as Broadway, television and movie themes.  Mark your 

calendars for this popular community event. 

Photo by Don Wagoner, www.ddwphoto.com  

Popular Puyallup band concert returns in May 
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Spring, a season of rebirth and renewal, brings with it the annual practice 

of looking ahead to the new FCC church year starting on July 1
st
.  Some 

lay leaders serving at First Christian will end their terms and take a time  

of deserved rest. Others will be called upon to take on new roles in the 

volunteer structure of the congregation.  A Nominating Team has taken 

shape and those with skills and gifts needed for the open roles in the 

church will be asked to consider serving.  If approached,  

please take the time to pray about the  

role you are being called to. 

SPRING BRINGS CHANGE: Renewal and growth is in the air 

♥ MAKING 
USE OF 
GIFTS 

Serving the 
(your) church: 
Sign up on the 
narthex bulletin board 
to help: 
 Write, lead, read Prayers 

of the People, or 

 Lead a different prayer 

 Make coffee & cleanup 
(snacks optional) 

 Prepare communion & 
clean up 

 Serve communion 

 Collect the offering 

 Read Scripture 

 Learn to be a sound 
operator 

 

Speak with Worship Chair 
Robin Crabb or Pastor Nancy 

to learn more or volunteer. 

Limitless support and  
training provided. 

To find out which positions will be opening in July 

visit fccpuyallup.com/wp-content/WhosWho.pdf  

or look on the narthex bulletin board. 

may birthdays 
  5 ............................................... Vi Wick 

  6 ......................................... Katie Sutliff 

11 ................................ Alexis Thompson 

17 ............................ Breanna Kosakoski 

17 ................................ Bryan Kosakoski 

21 ........................................... Karl Raup 

23 .................................... Terry Forslund 

30 ....................................... Tyler Pasola 

 

anniversaries 
  8 ..................... Laurie & Cary Stanhope 

16 ........................... Connie & Bill Robey 

29 ...................... Nancy & Pete Freeman 

remember your baptism 
May 11, 1975 ................. Barbara Stroud 

May 19, 1968 ..................... Bonita Goatz 

May 19, 2002 ..................... Robin Crabb 

May 19, 2002 ................. Alanna Duckett 

May 19, 2002 ........................ Nicole Fink 

May 19, 2002 ................. Cary Stanhope 

May 19, 2002 ................ Kayla Stanhope 

May 26, 1985 .......... Anastasia Peterson 

May 30, 1982 ............... Roxane Neslund 

Messy Church Prayers of the People, Pentecost Sunday 2015 



 

 

For years First Christian Puyallup has had a deep commitment to 

caring for God’s extravagant gift of creation.  This has meant making 

intentional changes to old habits and practices of the congregation: 

Just purchases of fairly traded products like Equal Exchange coffee 

and Eco-Palms branches for Palm Sunday. | Giving up products 

designed for single use (plastic and Styrofoam cups, paper plates, 

and plastic utensils) for washable, reusable mugs, flatware, and 

dishes. | Using the commercial dishwasher to save water and energy 

over hand washing when possible. | Ceasing the use of chemicals for 

lawn care and facility cleaning. | The introduction of green fixtures in 

the new restrooms—hand dryers replacing paper towels, water 

saving flushers, as well as the recycling of all of the metal (from 

screws to partition walls) from the old restrooms. | Replacing drafty 

windows and doors, leaky faucets, and energy-wasting lightbulbs. | 

All of these changes have resulted in a Tier 1 Certification in the 

Green Chalice ministry of the general Disciples of Christ church.  

With the expansion of the FCC recycling center, congregants and 

ministries are doing their part to save the world—one item at a time. 

In the small entry between the baptistry and the kitchen, a variety of 

bins frequently get filled by church-generated recyclable goods, and some items accepted by those earth-friendly folks who want 

to do more than what their own curbside recycling program will allow.  Using the photo as a guide, here are some of the things 

that may be dropped off in the FCC Puyallup recycling center. 

1. Batteries—all types and sizes of batteries are accepted.  By dropping batteries off here, not only will they keep toxic 

chemicals out of the landfill, but they will be recycled and disposed of properly.  Please—no corroded batteries. 

2. Method soap refill pouches—love Method handwashing, dishwashing, or laundry soaps?  Bring your empty pouches to the 

center.  Once a box is filled the pouches are returned to Method for refilling and reusing for their great natural products. 

3. The pesky clear plastic items that are not recyclable curbside, along with all those plastic lids that must normally be thrown 

away may be dropped in the bin to be recycled.  Green Team Chair Mike Cheek is faithful about filling up the back of his 

truck and driving to a Tacoma recycle center for green reuse of most of these bin items. 

4. Light bulbs—large, small, and in between, all unbroken bulbs are accepted and turned into things of beauty by FCC member 

and artist Lisa Peterson.  It’s fun to see how Lisa will creatively reuse what many call garbage in her painted creations. 

5. Styrofoam—place packing peanuts and chunks found in boxes and cartons for safe transportation in the bin in FCC’s center 

which holds an ample amount of the never-degradable substance, and is recycled instead of living forever in a landfill. 

6. Ink & toner cartridges—many FCC folk have started their own recycling crusades by gathering their office ink cartridges of 

all sizes to have them recycled at FCC.  The church gets a small incentive fee for recycling these items. 

7. Plastic grocery bags—Although reusable cloth bags are a rising and eco-friendly trend, the occasional plastic bag is hard to  

avoid.  Plastic bags may be left in the large bin near the window and are routinely delivered b y volunteers to the Puyallup 

Food Bank to help them provide meals to their clients . 

8. Outside the door is a mixed bin for church-generated paper, cans, and plastic.  Every  

two weeks the bin is emptied by DM Disposal, assuring that while the  

church uses a large amount of necessary paper  

and food containers, the outcome is a  

recycled product. 

B L E S S  D R E AM  S H AR E  

...called by God to live as a blessing... 

WWW.FCCPUYALLUP.COM 
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FCC Green Team: Environmental Stewardship—a way of life 
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Chelsea is on her own. After a split from her NFL star husband, she takes 

a bold step out of the limelight and behind the counter of the Higher 

Grounds Cafe, an old-fashioned coffee shop in need of reinvention. But 

when her courage, planning, and out-of-this-world cupcakes fail to pay  

the bills, this newly single mom finds herself desperate for help.  

Better yet, a miracle. Then a stranger lands at Chelsea’s  

door, and with him, an even more curious  

string of events.  
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We dream of being a faithful 

community of God’s people 

whose spiritual practices of 

worship, prayer, study, and 

ministry nurture those who are 

seeking to live in the way of 

Jesus. 

First Christian Church of 

Puyallup is a gathering of 

diverse individuals called by God 

to live as a blessing in our own 

neighborhoods and in the world.  

Believing that every 

follower of Christ is gifted by 

God, we dream of being a 

family in which each person 

discovers their gifts and is 

supported in sharing those 

gifts with the world. 

We experience God’s 

welcome in our celebration at 

the communion table and dream  

of being a reflection of that 

welcome in our acts of 

acceptance, forgiveness, 

generosity, justice and 

peacemaking. 

FCC Guiding Vision 

Read the entire Ministry Plan 

which outlines the hoped-for 

future of the congregation: 

www.fccpuyallup.com/

guiding-vision 

Book Club picks are 
always available at  

FCC’s website 
Amazon storefront: 
fccpuyallup.com/

amazon 

MAY BOOK CLUB PICK:  Miracle at the Higher Grounds Café 
What if you could ask God anything? What would you ask? How would God answer? 



 

 

B L E S S  D R E AM  S H AR E  

...called by God to live as a blessing... 

WWW.FCCPUYALLUP.COM 
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The FCC Puyallup Council meets monthly as “keepers of 

the vision” of the First Christian Church congregation.  

The Council is made up of a representative from each of 

the three FCC ministry areas: Mission (Outreach 

Advocate Kerry Yanasak), Stewardship (Indoor Property 

Robin Crabb), and Disciple Formation (Faith Formation 

Chair Gretchen Mertes).  The ministry area reps then act 

as a linking person, communicating from the teams to 

the Council, and back again, thus keeping an open flow 

of communication and support.  As keepers of the vision, 

the Council works to encourage the work of each 

ministry area and team rather than micromanaging it.  

Filling out the Council are a Trustee (Leslie Du Bois), an 

Elder (Rick Lewis), a Council Moderator (Karrin Lewis), a 

Congregant-at-Large (Kelli Kays), and Pastor Nancy. 

Council meetings are open to all and interested 

onlookers are always welcome.  A special session of the 

Council will be held on Wednesday, May 11
th
 at 7 pm to 

further the discussion of the changing hospitality needs and practices at FCC.  In light of 

a sabbatical year for the traditional Diaconate roles, a recent sermon series reflecting on 

the many facets of hospitality, and further focus around Worship table talks and an agape 

meal, what will the new face of hospitality and welcome look like at FCC Puyallup?  All 

who are interested in this topic are encouraged to attend. 

At the April meeting: 
 

 Prayer for guidance and 
discernment 

 Ministry Area reports review 

 Congregational event planning 

 Kudos to the team who 
put together the worship 
with hospitality table 
talks & agape meal 

 Ministry Area annual self-
evaluation (Stewardship) 

 Nominating Team planning 

 Preschool operating 
agreement renewal needs 

 Assessing healthcare coverage 
for Pastor Nancy 

The Council at Work: What’s up now? 

Trustee—Part of a three-

person team overseeing three 

stewardship areas: Church 

Administration, Property, and 

Financial.   

Elder—Part of a team of 

responsible for nurturing the 

spiritual formation of the 

congregation. 

Sound System Operator—

Part of a team on a flexible 

schedule.  Operate sound 

system and some video 

components for Sunday 

Worship and special services. 

Make me a servant 

How can I help? 

FCC Puyallup  
Faith Formation  
Speakers Series 

May 18, 2016 - 6:30 pm  |  Housing Affordability and Homeless Issues in Our 

Community 

Kent McLaren, lead architect and project manager for a wide range of affordable and 

special needs housing and community recreation projects, will discuss the connection 

between homelessness and the supply of affordable housing.  He’ll also share information 

about initiatives and the local groups in our own community working to alleviate 

homelessness and advocate for affordable housing.  

A free will offering will be taken to benefit Homeward Bound in Puyallup. 

The FCC Puyallup Faith Formation Speakers  

Series is free of charge and open to all.   



 

 

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor Nancy Gowler Johnson 

623 - 9th Avenue SW 

P.O. Box 516 

Puyallup, WA  98371 

253.845.6232 

Return Service Requested 

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

GREEN CHALICE 
CONGREGATION 

Worship ______  11 am Oct-May 

  ____________ 10 am Jun-Sep 

Sun. Studies _ 9:45 am Oct-May 

  _______________  off Jun-Sep 

253.845.6232 

www.fccpuyallup.com 

Life of the Church 
Sunday Learning Circle ........ S - 9:30 am 

Adult Sunday Study .............. S - 9:45 am 

Art Studio open ..................... S - 9:45 am 

Sunday Worship Service ......... S - 11 am 

Room 14 reserved ..... T, W, Th - 3:30 pm 

Puy. Valley Community Band .... T - 7 pm 

Back Row Broads study .......... W - 10 am 

Wednesday Learning Circle .... W - 11 am 

Buddhist Center classes ........... W - 7 pm 

  

4, 5 ..................... Carpets cleaned - 7 pm 

5 ............ Faith Formation meeting - 6 pm 

Bar Bistro Restaurant, Tacoma 

8 ..........................................Mother’s Day 

M
A

Y
 

9 ........................... Parlor reserved - 7 pm 

11 ........... Council Special Session - 7 pm 

15 .............. Pentecost Sunday (wear red) 

18 .................. Speakers Series - 6:30 pm 

20-22 . Regional Assembly, Clarkston CC 

20 ........ Puyallup Valley Community Band  

Spring Benefit Concert - 7:30 pm 

24 .............................. Council reports due 

24 .......................... Elders meeting - 6 pm 

Barbara Stroud’s home 

26 ................... Sanctuary reserved - 6 pm 

30 ....................................... Memorial Day 

31 ........................ Council meeting - 7 pm 

Northwest Region Summer Camps:  Fearless Faith 
Half of each FCC Puyallup youth’s registration fees are paid by the 

generosity of the Faith Formation Camp budget.  Register now! 

Camp Koinonia, Cle Elum, WA 

    Junior Camp, July 5-9 (4
th
-6

th
 Grade)  **TUESDAY start 

Camp Gwinwood, Lacey, WA 

   Kids Camp, July 11-14 (2
nd

-3
rd

 Grade) 

   Junior Camp, July 11-16 (4
th
-6

th
 Grade) 

   Chi Rho & CYF, July 31- Aug. 6 (7-9
th
, 10

th
-Grads)   

       **SUNDAY evening start 


