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Northwest Christian University, a private Christian liberal arts college in Eugene, 

Oregon, will award Pastor Nancy the Doctor of Divinity, honoris causa, at its 2015 

Spring Commencement in recognition of her distinguished leadership within the 

church and the community.  Northwest Christian University has historic roots 

within the three strands of the Restoration Movement [The Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ), The Christian Churches, and The Churches of Christ].  

Originally established as Eugene Divinity School in 1895, the university now has 

an enrollment of over 700 students and offers undergraduate, graduate programs 

and adult degree majors. 

Pastor Nancy will offer the commencement address at the May 9
th
 ceremony. She 

is being recognized for her fifteen year pastorate at First Christian Church of 

Puyallup, her civic advocacy for the homeless, her commitment to civic 

engagement as a member of the Puyallup Planning Commission and her work in 

the Northwest Region.  Her ministry has been marked by a passion for creative, 

participatory worship that is  

grounded in a vision of 

justice, peacemaking and 

spiritual formation. 

Northwest Christian University to Award Pastor Nancy 
Honorary Doctor of Divinity Degree 

While living in Eugene she was on the staff of the University’s 

Development department.  She was ordained into Christian 

ministry in 1998 at Eugene First Christian Church where she 

was a member. 
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The onset of summer brings the meandering, less 

intense season of Ordinary Time. Aptly named, this 

time in the life of the church can take on a moder-

ate, thoughtful pace. At FCC, Sunday morning 

studies take a summer hiatus and Worship services 

move up an hour to 10 am from June - September.   

The Christian liturgical year is based on seasons relating to the New 

Testament accounts of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus  

and of the early Christian church.  Starting in November with  

Advent, the calendar is full through the seasons  

of Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter,  

and Pentecost. 

Resurrection changes things. As followers of the risen Christ, we 

believe resurrection is a game-changer. The gift of Easter is 

abundant life, not in the sweet by and by, but here.  Now. 

Our culture may have moved on from Easter.  Bunnies and plastic 

eggs have been replaced by Mother’s Day cards and bouquets. We 

the church are still celebrating the 50 day season of Easter.  

In our worship I’ve invited us to listen to the Elder of 1 John.  John 

Wesley wrote, “If the preacher would imitate any part of the oracles 

of God above all the rest, let it be the first epistle of St John.”  Could 

we listen deeply to the wisdom the Elder offered his own 

congregation making connections with our contemporary situation?  

We’ve taken up some challenges together, invitations to imagine 

ourselves living as #Easterpeople. Let’s live as people of the 

Resurrection. Take the challenge.  

 Week 1 — When an unkind, judgmental thought about another 

person or group comes to mind... stop. Before you say it or post 

it, stop and pray for that individual or group. 

 Week 2 — When an unkind, judgmental thought about yourself 

comes to mind… stop. Remind yourself of the words of the 

Elder, "I am a beloved child of God." 

 Week 3 — Practice real love. Remember the words of the 

Elder, "My dear children, let’s not just talk about love; let’s 

practice real love." What does real love look like in your life? 

HERE COMES SUMMER: Sundays look a little different - June 7
th
 

Life of the Church in May 

Sunday Learning Circle .............................. 9:30 am 

Sunday Adult Study .................................... 9:45 am 

Sunday Worship Service ............................... 11 am 

Puyallup Comm. Band ......................... Tues. - 7 pm 

Back Row Broads study ..................... Wed. - 10 am 
 

4 ......................................... Parlor reserved - 12 pm 

4 ........................ Faith Formation Team mtg. - 7 pm 

 Mama Stortini’s Restaurant 

5 ................................... Book Club gathering - 7 pm 

9 ............. Freezing Nights/New Hope Resource Ctr.  

 ........ benefit concert (Puyallup’s Got Talent) - 7 pm 

 Aylen Jr. High, 101 15th St. SW 

9 ..................... NW Christian Univ. Commencement 

 Pastor Nancy to receive honorary  

 Doctor of Divinity degree, Eugene, Oregon 

10 ........................................................ Mother’s Day 

10 ................................... Diaconate mtg. - 12:30 pm 

15 ........................... Preschool Open House - 10 am 

15 ........................ Puyallup Valley Community Band  

 ............................................. Benefit Concert - 7 pm 

 for Communities in Schools of Puyallup 

19 ....................................... Council mtg. - 12:30 pm 

20 ........................................... Elders mtg. - 6:30 pm 

 Barbara Stroud’s home 

24 ................................................ Pentecost Sunday 

25 ....................................................... Memorial Day 

27 ......... Faith Formation Speakers Series - 6:30pm 

 Erin Schwantner, Suicide & Loss 

28 ................................................ Preschool last day 

29 .............................. Sanctuary reserved - 6:30 pm 

31 ................ Fifth Sunday Conversation - 12:30 pm 

June 7th ................ Worship time change - 10 am 

June 7th .......... FCC Celebrates culmination gala 

 following Worship 

#Easterpeople Challenge 
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may birthdays 
  5 ................................................ Vi Wick 

  6 ......................................... Katie Sutliff 

11 ................................ Alexis Thompson 

17 ............................. Breanna Kosakoski 

17 ................................. Bryan Kosakoski 

21 ............................................ Karl Raup 

23 .................................... Terry Forslund 

30 ........................................ Tyler Pasola 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

anniversaries 
  8 ..................... Laurie & Cary Stanhope 

16 ............................ Connie & Bill Robey 

29 ...................... Nancy & Pete Freeman 

remember your baptism 
May 11, 1975 ................. Barbara Stroud 

May 19, 1968 ..................... Bonita Goatz 

May 19, 2002 ..................... Robin Crabb 

May 19, 2002 ................. Alanna Duckett 

May 19, 2002 ........................ Nicole Fink 

May 19, 2002 .................. Cary Stanhope 

May 19, 2002 ................ Kayla Stanhope 

May 26, 1985 .......... Anastasia Peterson 

May 30, 1982 ............... Roxane Neslund 

We dream of being a faithful 

community of God’s people 

whose spiritual practices of 

worship, prayer, study, and 

ministry nurture those who are 

seeking to live in the way of 

Jesus. 

First Christian Church of 

Puyallup is a gathering of 

diverse individuals called by God 

to live as a blessing in our own 

neighborhoods and in the 

world.   

Believing that every 

follower of Christ is gifted by 

God, we dream of being a 

family in which each person 

discovers their gifts and is 

supported in sharing those 

gifts with the world. 

We experience God’s 

welcome in our celebration at 

the communion table and dream  

of being a reflection of that 

welcome in our acts of 

acceptance, forgiveness, 

generosity, justice and 

peacemaking. 

FCC Guiding Vision 

Read the entire Ministry Plan 

which outlines the hoped-for 

future of the congregation: 

www.fccpuyallup.com/

guiding-vision 

Lindsey Kays delights in the mystery and intrigue  
of the baptismal font—April 2015 



 

 

FCC CELEBRATES:  Ministry Teams Up Front 

Annual self-evaluations by First Christian 

Puyallup ministry teams are underway... 

with a twist!  This year as each team 

considers last year’s goals, this year’s successes, 

and how those milestones fit into the church’s long 

term Ministry Plan, team members are then sharing the 

happy results with the rest of the congregation during 

Worship. The bottom line: much good work was done! 

CELEBRATING THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 

Disciple Formation Ministry Area   

In April, the Disciple Formation Ministry Area followed 

up where Stewardship left off, sharing its 

teams’ celebrations and accomplishments.   

On the first Sunday of the month, three of 

FCC’s elders, Connie Robey, Barbara Stroud, and Rick Lewis, were interviewed by Elder 

Emeritus Karl Raup: 

 “When you were asked to be an elder the first time, why did you hesitate 

or decline accepting the call?” 

 “Why are you glad you said "yes" to being an elder?” 

 “How do you see God at work in your life as an elder?” 

The common thread in their answers was a sense of feeling undeserving turning to 

acceptance, stepping out of comfort zones, and into faith that God has always used the 

most reluctant and unlikely people to do great things.   

The next week, Faith Formation team members Karrin Lewis, Gretchen Mertes, and 

Connie Robey gave a delightful pecha kucha, a slideshow of twenty 20-second images 

with narration, of all the great accomplishments of the past twelve months. 

Finally, Robin Crabb shared the successes of Worship by noting that appreciating the 

elements of a worship service is subjective, but that the action of worshipping together is 

the real success of all who participate.  

To hear the ministry team presentations visit fccpuyallup.com/bless-dream-share 

Coming Soon:   

In May the Ministry Area of Mission (Outreach, Diaconate/Hospitality, specific Outreach 

Teams) will celebrate with the congregation all that they have to be thankful for. 
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Worship 

 Growing in faith through communal worship 

 Radical hospitality at the Lord’s Table 

Faith Formation 

 Education Ministries & Small Groups 

 Making opportunities for faith development 

Elders 

 Spiritual leaders of the congregation 

 Peers in ministry with the pastor 

As its title indicates, this ministry area embraces the variety of ways that 

disciples of Jesus’ life and teachings are formed. Wherever on their 

journey they may be, friends of FCC come together to grow as 

apprentices of Christ, listen to God’s Spirit, and to  

give  thanks and praise to God  

the  Creator. 

DISCIPLE FORMATION: What is it? 

Elders past and present affirmed 
the calling of Rick Lewis as Elder 
in July 2014 

Faith Formation implemented Pub 
Theology, a chance to have casual 
but meaningful discussions, in the 
summer of 2014 

Worship strives to welcome all, 
always affirming that all are 
welcome at Christ’s table. 
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HERE I AM, LORD, TAKE ME:  Servant roles at FCC 

Council Members—The Council functions as the governing 

body of the congregation. Its focus is on the vision of the 

congregation and its implementation. The primary ministry 

areas (Mission, Disciple Formation, Stewardship) will all 

select a linking person to serve on the Council for one year.  

An at-large congregational member will also serve a one 

year term. Two remaining Council members will be chosen 

from the Elders and Trustees.  

Council Moderator—Participate in the work of the Council, 

facilitate monthly meetings, create meeting agendas, provide 

follow-up and support in between meetings. 

Diaconate—Part of a team of diaconate partners, oversee 

the hospitality of church life.  On a rotation schedule recruit 

volunteers for Sunday morning coffee hosting, communion 

prep, and servers for communion and offering.  Team 

coordinates as-needed components of hospitality and care 

for special services and events.  Team develops and 

implements ideas for special congregational fellowship 

activities.  Three year term. 

Elder—Part of a team of responsible for nurturing the 

spiritual formation of the congregation.  On a monthly 

rotation, responsible for leading Worship as a partner to the 

pastor.  Writing of some prayers and portions of 

service.  Communication with congregants about the life of 

the church, visitations, phone calls, and care concerns. 

Support other ministry teams by participating and actively 

engaging in a variety of aspects of church life and spiritual 

formation. An elder chosen by the team will be a member of 

the church Council.  Three year term. 

Employee Relations Team Member—Work with the 

Administrative Trustee to provide oversight of personnel 

actions: updates of job descriptions, facilitating employee 

reviews, overseeing process of hiring employees and 

contractors, addressing employment issues. One year. 

Greeter—Teams of two are scheduled every 4-5 weeks  

Oct.-May, and on a one-time sign up basis June-Sept. 

Greeters welcome worshippers, answer questions,  

direct new guests. 

Outreach Advocate—A contact and support person for 

projects and ministries of outreach to include short-term and 

longstanding outlets for sharing God’s love in projects of 

service, justice, and care.  Create and facilitate an outreach 

team to provide support and encourage participation in 

ministries that reflect our vision of justice and care. Keep the 

congregation aware of the many ways FCC is engaged in 

outreach in the congregation, community, and world. 

Outreach Team Member—Working with the Outreach Advo-

cate, the Outreach Team provides support for short-term min-

istry projects and as needed for existing ministry teams, en-

courage new ministry opportunities, communicate successes 

and needs to the congregation, facilitate educational opportu-

nities with respect to outreach ministries of justice and care. 

Scripture Reader—Part of a rotating team Oct-May; on a 

one-time sign up basis June-Sept.  Readers bring selected 

texts and occasional special readings during Worship.  

Readings are available ahead of time in order to be 

prayerfully rehearsed and comfortable. 

Sound System Operator—Part of a team on a flexible sched-

ule.  Operate sound system and some video components for 

Sunday Worship and special services. Training provided. 

Trustee—Part of a three-person team overseeing three 

stewardship areas: Church Administration, Property, and 

Financial.  Meet regularly to provide financial oversight. Work 

with volunteers in areas of property, employee relations, and 

finance. A trustee chosen by the team will be a part of the 

Church Council. Three year term. 

Youth Mentor and Children's Leader—Part of the Faith 

Formation team. Both positions are new and are open to 

being developed around the creativity, interests and strengths 

of the person filling the roles. No experience needed; just a 

heart for kids and a desire to help them grow in faith.  Both 

positions will start in the fall, with the summer for  

dreaming and planning. 

The Nominating Team (Robin Crabb, Bonita Goatz, Nancy Gowler Johnson, and Janet Worden) has begun its work, 

prayerfully matching individuals with ministry positions. But they can’t do this work alone. Your prayers and input are needed.  

1.  please share areas of service in which you feel gifted, interested or experienced, and 

2.  share the names of other church members or active church participants whom you think would  

 serve well in specific ministries. 

The team will use these suggestions to help guide their work. Here are some of the areas that currently need volunteers.  
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Please return this survey to the church office by Monday, May 11
th

.  

Name: ______________________________________________ 

1. After prayer and thoughtful consideration, I’ve listed below some positions in which 

I feel interested and qualified to offer my service: 

my first choice:  

my second choice: 

my third choice: 

2. Here are some positions of service I’ve filled in the past (may include service in this 

congregation or in other congregations): 

 

 

3. I understand that the Nominating Team may not be aware of all the talents, gifts 

and experience of our congregation. Here are some individuals I feel would be 

particularly well-qualified for a certain position of ministry, and why I think he or she 

would serve well in that position: 

Name / Position _______________________________________________ 

Why   _______________________________________________ 

Name / Position _______________________________________________ 

Why   _______________________________________________ 

Name / Position _______________________________________________ 

Why   _______________________________________________ 

 

Please return this survey to the church office by May 11
th

.  

Thank you for your help in supporting the ministries of  

First Christian Church of Puyallup. 

First Christian Church of Puyallup 
P.O. Box 516 

Puyallup, WA, 98371 
www.fccpuyallup.com 
info@fccpuyallup.com 
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“The council functions as the governing body of 

the congregation. Its focus is on the vision of 

the congregation and the implementation of that 

vision. The primary ministry team areas 

(Mission, Disciple Formation, Stewardship) will 

all select a linking person to serve on the 

Council for a one year term.” 

—FCC Ministry Plan 

The rest of the story 
For several months, the covenant portion of the 

Council description from the FCC Ministry Plan 

has been shared in issues of the FCC Chimes 

newsletter (see left column).  What hasn’t been 

shown is the section that follows:   

“The council will create an atmosphere of 

compassionate candor by presuming good faith, 

actively listening, not interrupting, and staying in 

relationship with one another, even in conflict. 

We shall respect our time together by honoring 

our commitments, being prepared for meetings, 

and handling non-meeting business outside of 

the council meetings. The council will focus on 

policy, not micromanagement. We shall stand 

by our group decisions and speak with one 

voice.  

We shall continually learn as a council and 

deepen our sense of spirituality.” 

Current Council members pray 

together, listen to each other, 

and remain committed to the 

Ministry Plan’s principles. 

“We, the Council of First Christian 

Church, covenant to serve the 

congregation’s vision as well as the 

members of the congregation.  

The Council intends to govern by 

- Discerning & articulating the  

  congregation’s mission and vision of  

  ministry, 

- Setting goals and making strategic  

  choices, 

- Creating or overseeing the creation 

  of written policies to guide the  

  congregation’s ministry, and 

- Overseeing the evaluation of the  

  work of ministry teams, staff and  

  itself.” 

A Council Moderator will soon be added  

to the membership of the FCC Council 

Some Council 
meeting agenda 
items in April: 

 

 Improving on financial 
recording and reporting 

 Puyallup Valley 
Cooperative Nursery 
School operating 
agreement renewal 

 FCC Celebrates:  
bless . dream . share— 
A culmination of the 10-
month celebration on June 
7

th
 following Worship 

 Nominating Team potential 
members & prayers for the 
process 

 New video equipment 
proposal for Worship 

 Council annual self-
evaluation 

Meeting notes and financial 

reports may be viewed 

outside the church office.   

Meetings are open to 

anyone interested in 

attending. 



 

 

Discussion on April’s book, Defending Jacob, will take place at 7 pm  on Tuesday, May 5
th

. 

 

Book Club picks are always available at the FCC website Amazon storefront.  

FCC gets a percent of every purchase initiated at www.fccpuyallup.com/amazon 
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Shortly after, a card of thanks was sent to Joyce: 

Over many years a dedicated and creative group of women used their 

love of handicrafts to sew and smock “wee gowns” for Good Samaritan 

Hospital.  The beautifully handstitched gowns were used to adorn pre-

mature babies who were stillborn. Thankfully, with medical advances, 

fewer stillbirths are occurring and fewer gowns are needed, and  

the decades old ministry disbanded.  In 2014 Wee Gowns  

FCC liaison to Good Sam Joyce Wolff delivered the  

final bag of completed gowns.   

WEE GOWNS: Big thanks 

Lawrence Anthony devoted his life to animal conservation, protecting the world's endangered species. 

Then he was asked to accept a herd of "rogue" wild elephants on his Thula Thula game reserve in 

Zululand. His common sense told him to refuse, but he was the herd's last chance of survival: they would 

be killed if he wouldn't take them. In order to save their lives, Anthony took them in. In the years that 

followed he became a part of their family . And as he battled to create a bond with the elephants, he came 

to realize that they had a great deal to teach him about life, loyalty, and freedom.  

The Elephant Whisperer is a heartwarming, exciting, funny, and sometimes sad memoir of Anthony's 

experiences with these huge yet sympathetic creatures.  Set against the background of life on an African 

game reserve, with unforgettable characters and exotic wildlife, Anthony's unrelenting efforts at animal 

protection and his remarkable connection with nature will inspire animal lovers and adventurous souls 

everywhere.  (from MacMillan Publishers)  

Book Club Pick for May 
The Elephant Whisperer: My Life with the Herd in the African Wild 
by Lawrence Anthony with Graham Spence  



 

 

“A desired outcome:  

We understand our building and grounds to be a gift from God and previous generations 

for the good of our community.  In addition to the ministries of our congregation,  

a variety of ministries and groups that connect with our neighbors are  

using our facilities for gatherings, meetings, and ministry.” 

B L E S S  D R E AM  S H AR E  
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SPRING 
CLEAN 

SUCCESS 

A small but mighty group of 

helpers joined on April 25th 

to dust, wipe, polish, shovel, 

rake, weed, and toss.  

Outside the church weeds 

were pulled, branches were 

trimmed, and bark was 

spread.  The result was a 

noticeable improvement in 

the curb appeal of FCC 

Puyallup’s grounds. 

Inside, a team of busy folks 

scattered to all corners of 

the church to dust oft-

forgotten high places and 

scarcely sought-out corners.  

The kitchen got a much 

deserved deep clean, and 

the classroom used for 

Freezing Nights volunteers 

to catch some shuteye was 

sorted and organized. 

A determined bunch 

polished all of the silverware 

until it looked like new. 

Many thanks to the faithful 

crew who gave their 

morning with smiles and 

elbow grease.   

Never fear if you couldn’t 

make it, all goals were not 

met, so be on the lookout 

for another cleaning day 

sometime this summer. 

Puyallup Valley Community Band  
Benefit Concert 
Friday, May 15

th
 at 7:30 pm 

On Tuesday nights at FCC Puyallup the sounds of marches and toe-tapping big band 

tunes fill the sanctuary as the Puyallup Valley Community Band practices its music. The 

band made up of musicians from around the area perform throughout the year at venues 

such as the Meeker Mansion and the Washington Soldiers Home.  

In gratitude for our congregation providing them practice space, the band offers a Spring 

Benefit Concert with a free will offering, this year on Friday, May 15
th
 at 7:30 pm. Our 

practice as a congregation has been to pass that offering along to organizations or 

ministries that are making a difference. This year’s concert will benefit the work of 

Communities in Schools of Puyallup. 

Communities in Schools (CIS) works with children and youth in our school district to 

bring together volunteers, resources and connections to provide students with the skills 

and support they need to succeed in school and beyond. Several members of our 

congregation have volunteered in their Good Samaritan reading program which partners 

adult tutors with students who need more assistance to become strong, independent 

readers. 

The Spring Concert will also feature the 2015 Scholarship Award winner Andrew Rink. 

Andrew is a tuba player and senior at Emerald Ridge High School. 

Mark your calendars for this favorite community event. 

Photo by Don Wagoner  
www.ddwphoto.com  

from FCC Puyallup’s ministry plan 



 

 

GREEN 

CHALICE CONGREGATION 

Worship ______  11am Oct-May 

  _____________ 10am Jun-Sep 

Sun Studies __ 9:45am Oct-May 

  _______________  off Jun-Sep 

253.845.6232 

  

www.fccpuyallup.com 

Faith Formation Speakers Series:  
I was an Accomplice to My Brother’s Suicide 

 First Christian Church of Puyallup 

      May 27th, 2015 at 6:30 pm 

   All are welcome to this informative  

            and free presentation.   

Guest Speaker:  Erin Schwantner,  

survivor of suicide loss and public  

relations professional featured on  

CNN.com for Mental Health Month 2014. 

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor Nancy Gowler Johnson 

623 - 9th Avenue SW 

P.O. Box 516 

Puyallup, WA  98371 

253.845.6232 

Return Service Requested 

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

 MAKE A DIFFERENCE: Meeting needs of Nepal's victims 

A free will offering will be taken to benefit education and training through the American 
Foundation for Suicide Prevention.  Checks may be made to FCC Puyallup marked “AFSP.” 

Erin’s blog,  

4 the Love of Evan, 

helps bring meaning to 

her brother Evan’s life 

and educates others 

about the warning  

signs of suicide. 

Nepal's devastating 7.8-magnitude earthquake has claimed lives, livelihoods and 

homes.  Through Church World Service’s ACT Alliance partner on the ground in 

Kathmandu, CWS is helping those in need have emergency food to eat, water to 

drink and basic shelter.  Your gift will help CWS partners on the ground in Nepal 

provide emergency relief, psycho-social care and other critical assistance.   

Checks may be made out to FCC Puyallup marked  

“Earthquake Relief.” 


