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. . .cal led by God t o l ive as a blessing.. .  
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Every congregation likes to think of itself as a friendly church. 

FCC Puyallup is no exception. Much of our Sunday morning 

worship experience is designed to reflect hospitality. Greeters 

welcome worshipers at the front door. Bulletins contain 

explanations of worship practices. Elders pay attention to the 

presence of guests and are intentional in offering welcome to 

them. Coffee and treats after Worship provide an opportunity to 

meet with regular visitors and first time guests.  

But is a smiling face at the front door and a cup of coffee before 

you leave all there is to hospitality in the church? 

Join us in April as Pastor Nancy leads a four-part study of the role 

of hospitality in the church. We’ll explore the biblical roots of 

hospitality, examine the theological issues around welcoming 

others, and ask questions about our congregation and its 

practices of hospitality. Our series will culminate on April 24
th
 with 

an Agape Meal as the framework for our morning worship.  

 

Hospitality Worship Series 

4/3 Unexpected Divine Presence 

4/10 Welcome & Advocacy for the Marginalized 

4/17 Mutual Welcome 

4/24 Creation of Community 

We experience God’s welcome  

in our celebration at the communion table  

and dream of being a reflection of that welcome 

in our acts of acceptance, forgiveness,  

generosity, justice & peacemaking. 

FROM FCC’S GUIDING VISION 

HOSPITALITY 



 

 

2016 Northwest Christian 

Church Regional Assembly 

May 20-22  |  Clarkston, WA 

WELCOME!!!  Join sisters and 

brothers from around the 

Northwest Region and the wider 

church at First Christian Church in 

Clarkston, Wash. for the 2016 

Regional Assembly on May 20-22.  

All are WELCOME!!! to assemble, 

to experience inspiring speakers, 

enlightening workshops and 

thoughtful worship.  2016 

speakers are Rev. Dr. Sharon E. 

Watkins, General Minister & 

President of the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ), and Rev. Dr. 

Timothy M. James, Associate 

General Minister & Administrative 

Secretary of the National 

Convocation of the Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ). 

FCC Puyallup is seeking voting 

delegates; speak with any Council 

member for information.  All FCC 

members qualify as delegates 

with registration paid by FCC’s 

leadership budget. Interested 

parties not wishing to be 

delegates may also attend. 
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After a long, hard winter, the building and grounds of the FCC Puyallup 

church facility and mission center are due for a good, deep spring clean!  

From dust bunnies to window smudges, dark corner cobwebs, floor scuffs,  

minor repairs, and stubborn flower bed weeds, there’s a task for everyone.  

Keeping the building and grounds viable and appealing is an important 

part of welcoming visitors and outside groups to the FCC family.   

So save the date, stock up on gloves and green cleaning  

products or bring a favorite weeding tool, and  

watch for more information soon! 

ALL-CHURCH BEAUTIFICATION DAY: All Hands On Deck! 

 

Remember your baptism  

April 2, 1961 ..................... Linda O’Gwin 

April 3, 2010 ...................... Ben Johnson 

April 5, 1998 .................... Elliot Forslund 

April 6, 1947 .................... Herb Crabtree 

April 8, 1990 .................. Bryan Forslund 

April 8, 1990 ................... Sean Forslund 

April 8, 1990 ................... Terry Forslund 

April 12, 1992 ......................... Kelli Kays 

April 14, 1985 .................... Amy Doering 

April 16, 1995 ........................ Kris Goatz 

April 17, 1966 .............. Gretchen Mertes 

April 17, 1977 .................... Frank Archer 

April 18, 1982 .................... Karrie Cheek 

April 18, 1982 ......................... Tony Fink 

April 21, 1940 .................. Pete Freeman 

April 25, 1955  ................. Connie Robey 

April 27, 1969 ................ Colleen O'Brien 

Birthdays 
  1 ........................................John Pasola 

  2 .......................................... Jayne Isch 

  4 ................................... Colleen Larsen 

  7 .......................................Bonita Goatz 

  7 ................................... Eunice Squires 

  8 ................................... Bunnie Stanton 

  8 ..................................... Derek Valliere 

10 ............................ Anastasia Peterson 

12 .................................... Chris Yanasak 

14 .......................................... John Grant 

17 ................................ Mary Beth Baker 

18 .................................... Leslie Du Bois 

27 ..................................... Timothy Raup 

28 ........................................ Mike Cheek 

 
 

Anniversaries  

 4 ....................... MD & David Cieszynski 

Join the All-Church Beautification Day 

April 23
rd
 from 10 am to 2 pm 

Lunch will be provided. 



 

 

B L E S S  D R E AM  S H AR E  

...called by God to live as a blessing... 
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FCC Puyallup  
Faith Formation  
Speakers Series 

April 13, 2016 - 6:30 pm  |  A Welcoming Place for all Children   

Dr. Tim Yeomans, Superintendent of Puyallup Public Schools will speak on the role of 

the school district and community in caring for all children in the public school system. 

The FCC Puyallup Faith Formation Speakers Series is free of charge and open to all.   

Visit www.fccpuyallup.com/speakers-series to find future speaker opportunities or learn more 

about and listen to past speakers. 

Have a suggestion for a future speaker?   

Contact Faith Formation Chairperson 

Gretchen Mertes. 

$90 



 

 

APRIL BOOK CLUB SELECTION:  The Invention of Wings 

restroom into a unisex family-friendly ADA-

compliant restroom to be accessed from the 

hallway adjacent to the other lavatories will 

ensure the experience is welcoming and 

accessible for everyone. 

To help fund this stage of the project, drop 

checks in the offering plate marked “ADA.” 

Planners are grateful for seed money gifted 

by the Bob Crabb Memorial Fund.  With that 

starting place and your generosity, the 

project will be completed in early summer. 

From the celebrated author of The Secret Life of Bees, FCC will read the 

#1 New York Times bestselling novel about two unforgettable American 

women.  Sue Monk Kidd’s sweeping novel is set in motion on Sarah’s 

eleventh birthday, when she is given ownership of ten year old Handful, 

who is to be her handmaid. Their remarkable journeys are followed over 

the next thirty five years, as both strive for a life of their own,  

dramatically shaping each other’s destinies and forming a  

complex relationship marked by guilt, defiance,  

estrangement and the uneasy  

ways of love.  
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You’re welcome!: A Building For All People 

With a successful fundraising and fund-

matching effort (thank you!) and lots of 

volunteer hours (thank you!), Phases One 

and Two of the restroom upgrade project  

are complete! Take a peek at both of the 

restrooms now updated from top to bottom  

for the mission, ministry, and environmental 

stewardship of First Christian Church of 

Puyallup in the 21
st
 Century. 

Next, the project’s Phase Three will begin.  

Transforming a tiny kid-sized preschool 

Men’s restroom sinks—Before Men’s restroom sinks—After 

Book Club picks are always available at  
FCC’s website Amazon storefront: www.fccpuyallup.com/amazon 

♥ 
I WAS 

HUNGRY & 
YOU FED 

ME 

Freezing Nights  
averages for the 
season’s 5 months/22 
weeks: 
 Thursdays averaged 45 

guests per night—900 
guests sheltered 

 Fridays averaged 70 
guests per night—1,540 
guests sheltered 

 Total guests sheltered and 
fed—2,440 guests  

 Dinner & breakfast 
served—4,880 meals 

 FCC Coordinators (Bonnie 
Goddard & Terry Forslund) 
hours at church—27.5 per 
week or 302.5 this 
season—EACH 

 Lives changed—Countless 

Many thanks to many people 
in the front lines and behind 

the scenes.  For the cleaners, 
cookers, servers, launderers, 

shoppers, table & chair 
movers, counselors, drivers, 

trailerers, donors, and more…  
A JOB VERY WELL DONE! 



 

 

B L E S S  D R E AM  S H AR E  

...called by God to live as a blessing... 

WWW.FCCPUYALLUP.COM 

PAGE 5 

Rice & Beans Drive:  

Simple gifts, hearty meals  

Collecting at FCC 
through April 10th  

Billed as “a center of compassionate presence and service,” the nonprofit agency has been 

in full swing in Puyallup since 1974, serving struggling families in need of clothing, food, 

furniture, and financial support.  The dream of Doris and Stan Michalek, St. Francis House 

is now run by their daughter, Sister Pat Michalek, beloved, respected, and staunch 

supporter of those on the margins. 

through Sunday, April 10
th

, First Christian will 

collect rice and beans to donate to St. Francis 

House.  (Any rice or beans will be accepted, but 

Costco has a good deal on 25 pound bags.)  

Versatile and nutritious, these menu staples will 

help to feed local families needing a little help.  

Bring items to the church 9 am-1 pm Monday 

through Friday, or Sundays 9 am-12:30 pm.  

But who is St. Francis House?  On their website, 

www.puyallupfrancishouse.org, they describe themselves 

this way in their vision and mission statements: 

Who We Are 

 We are a center of compassionate presence and service that offers hope and eases 

the hardships of those in need in East Pierce County. 

Our Call to Service 

 We, as concerned citizens, choose to serve those in need in the spirit of St. Francis of 

Assisi by reaching out to the poor, the oppressed, and the immigrant. All services are 

provided free of charge. 

Our Mission 

 St. Francis House offers hope for the future by providing basic  

necessities not provided by others.  We exist to  

improve the lives of those in need. 

St. Francis House is a great 

place to volunteer time and they 

have plenty of chances!  Most 

opportunities require a 4-6 hour 

commitment once or twice a 

week, however they can work 

with most schedules.  

You can make a real 

difference in St. Francis House’s 

ability to respond to its growing 

number of clients by making a 

financial contribution at their 

website or by mail.  

Shop The Nook Charity 

Boutique, operated by St. 

Francis House and opened in 

November 2012. “High-end” 

items that clients don’t 

typically need are sold for 

reasonable prices at The 

Nook.  Proceeds from The 

Nook go directly back to the 

programs of St. Francis 

House. 
 

1206 E. Main Street 

Thurs.-Sat. 11 am-5 pm 

Other ways to 

support the work of 

St. Francis House 

Find out more about St. Francis 

House Puyallup, their work,  

and how you can support it: 

www.puyallupfrancishouse.org 



 

 

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor Nancy Gowler Johnson 

623 - 9th Avenue SW 

P.O. Box 516 

Puyallup, WA  98371 

253.845.6232 

Return Service Requested 

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

GREEN CHALICE 
CONGREGATION 

Worship ______  11 am Oct-May 

  ____________ 10 am Jun-Sep 

Sun. Studies _ 9:45 am Oct-May 

  _______________  off Jun-Sep 

253.845.6232 

www.fccpuyallup.com 

Life of the Church 
Sunday Learning Circle .............. 9:30 am 

Adult Sunday Study .................... 9:45 am 

Sunday Worship Service ............... 11 am 

Puy. Valley Community Band .... T - 7 pm 

Back Row Broads study .......... W - 10 am 

Wednesday Learning Circle .... W - 11 am 

Buddhist Center classes  .......... W - 7 pm 

 

5 .................. Stewardship meeting - 7 pm 

12 ............ Book Club gathering - 6:30 pm 

Barbara Stroud’s home 

13 .................. Speakers Series - 6:30 pm 

20 ......................... Elders meeting - 6 pm 

The Robeys’ home 

A
P

R
IL

 

21 ............................................. Earth Day 

21 .............................. Council reports due 

23 ...... Church Beautification Day - 10 am 

24 ................ Faith Conversations - 11 am 

28 ........................ Council meeting - 7 pm 

cal led  by God to live as a blessing 
F CC Puyal lup 

Supporting Friends | Providing a Meal:  Ray & Vicki Smith 

Ray has started proton therapy for prostate cancer at Cancer Care Alliance in Seattle.   

He and Vicki will be residing in a small apartment away from home without a full kitchen 

for several weeks. They (and their beloved Scottie, McKenzie) have settled in to their new 

weekday home and are doing well, but could use a couple of individually packaged, 

microwaveable meals a week to help with their new routine.   

Want to help out?  Visit the FCC Meal Train at www.mealtrain.com/trains/k4q67d  

to sign up on the calendar or to find out more about what Ray likes and can eat.   

Meals may be brought to FCC on Sunday mornings or left in  

the kitchen refrigerator (marked Smith)  

during the week. 

http://www.mealtrain.com/trains/k4q67d

