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Lent 2015: walk every road 
in steadfast love 
In the age of GPS mapping apps, directions are always 

at our fingertips.  Use your current location and select a 

destination—with just a click, each road and every turn 

appears. 

Our spiritual journey has no quick guides.  One day the 

path seems clear, other times the way is hidden from 

us.  The journey of faith is a walk of trust, radically 

trusting in the God who calls us, walks with us, and 

paves our way in steadfast love. 

My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going.  

I do not see the road ahead of me.  I cannot know for 

certain where it will end.  Nor do I really know myself, 

and the fact that I think that I am following your will 

does not mean that I am actually doing so.  

But I believe that the desire to please you does in fact 

please you.  And I hope I have that desire in all that I 

am doing.  I hope that I will never do anything apart 

from that desire.  And I know that if I do this you will 

lead me by the right road, though I may know nothing 

about it.  

Therefore will I trust you always, though I may seem 

to be lost and in the shadow of death.  I will not fear,  

for you are ever with me, and you will never leave me 

to face my perils alone.       —Thomas Merton 

Look for information on 2015 Lenten events coming soon.  
Lent begins on Wednesday, February 18th.  

Psalm 25:10 
The Message 
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HOUR 

SUPPORTING MINISTRIES:  Behind the scenes 

It’s not always possible or a good fit to be in the midst of the nitty gritty of FCC Puyallup 

ministries.  Timing may not allow an eager volunteer to be at a particular event, or physical 

limitations may prevent participation, but there are still many ways to be an integral, behind 

the scenes part of the Spirit-led activities at First Christian. 

SUPPORT HOMELESS MINISTRIES FROM THE SIDELINES 

Lunch for the homeless.  At Freezing Nights, the homeless advocacy ministry FCC 

shares with other churches in Puyallup, around 60 guests are given warm shelter Friday 

nights through the winter at FCC.  The next day, many guests go to the New Hope Resource 

Center, where lunches are served.  NHRC does not a have a fully equipped kitchen at this 

time, so help putting together lunches is a great way to serve the Freezing Nights ministry.  

Supplemental food is often available, and meals may be prepared in the FCC kitchen. 

Help with laundry.  Freezing Nights 

guests at FCC Puyallup are supplied 

with towels and washcloths for cleaning 

up.  Bed linens, sheets, blankets, and 

pillowcases are routinely laundered.  

Guests’ clothing are sometimes in need 

of washing and drying.  Kitchen meal 

prep and cleanup utilize many dish 

towels and cleaning rags.  This adds 

up to a lot of laundry, and that’s where 

volunteer help can be valuable.  An 

hour or two given to help get caught up 

on weekly laundry—kitchen laundry in 

particular—is just one way to support 

FCC Puyallup’s Homeless Ministries. 

Sanctuary reset.  Each week after Worship, chairs are swept aside, tables are rolled out, 

and the worship space is transformed into a multipurpose room ready to accept hungry and 

sleepy Freezing Nights guests on Friday nights (and Thursday nights as an overflow site).  

On Saturday, the room is prepared once again for use on Sunday morning.  One way to 

serve Homeless Ministries and the worship service is to help with the resetting of chairs and 

furniture to create a tidy and welcoming sanctuary on Sunday. 

To lend a hand or find out more about serving on the sidelines of Homeless Ministries, please 

contact coordinators Terry Forslund or Bonnie Goddard, or the church office. 
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A shout-out for community 

volunteers!  One hour a 

week during the school 

year, give the gift of 

reading and self esteem to 

a child.  No experience 

needed; 1st through 3rd 

graders read, are read to, 

play, and become friends 

with their one-on-one 

tutors, with the goal of 

advancing reading skills.  

Communities in Schools of 

Puyallup sponsors the 

Good Samaritan Readers 

at Stewart (Monday), 

Waller Road (Wednesday), 

and Sunrise  (Thursday) 

elementary schools.   

Join church members Bill, 

Connie, Donna, Eunice, 

Janet, Robin, and Vicki.  

Ask one of them for info on 

this fun, rewarding way to 

shape the future of a child. 

“Y ou’re never t oo o ld, 
t oo wacky, t oo wi ld,  

t o pick up a book  
and read t o a chi ld. ” 

—Dr. Seuss 

Week of Compassion is the relief, refugee and 

development mission fund of the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada. 

Disciples congregations through Week of Compassion 

work to equip and empower disciples to alleviate the 

suffering of others through disaster response, 

humanitarian aid, sustainable development and the 

promotion of mission opportunities.  



 

 

BEING  
GREEN AT 

FCC 

For several years, First Christian Church of 

Puyallup has taken seriously God’s gift of 

all Creation through its recycling efforts.  

Coordinated and followed through on by 

church volunteers, it has grown from 

simply blue bins around the church used 

for recycling paper.  Over time, FCC has 

added many items to its list of things that 

can be recycled, and now, thanks to the 

energy of the recently established Green 

Team, there are even more ways to walk 

carefully on the earth.   

New recycling station at FCC Puyallup 

Introducing the FCC Green Team's new 

and expanded recycle center!  Bins and 

baskets from the front hall are relocated 

to the kitchen side entry with more 

ways to reuse and recycle (see sidebar): 

STILL ACCEPTING: 

- Used light bulbs - all shapes and 

sizes for Lisa Peterson's “Second 

Time Around” upcycled artwork 

- Used cell phones, ink & toner 

cartridges (FCC gets cash for 

recycling these!) 

FOR THE FOOD BANK: 

- Plastic grocery bags 

- Plastic water bottles with caps 

- Egg cartons (1 dozen size) 

*Non-perishable food donations  

may also be placed here 

NOW RECYCLING: 

- Styrofoam pieces & bagged 

packing peanuts 

- Empty communion cups 

- Plastic lids, tub tops, and caps 

- Dead batteries - all types 

B L E S S  D R E AM  S H AR E  

...called by God to live as a blessing... 

WWW.FCCPUYALLUP.COM 
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STEWARDS OF THE GREATEST GIFT 

C heck out F CC ’s new  
& impr oved recyc le stat ion!  

The 2015 General 
Assembly is coming!  
The 2015 General Assembly of the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is set 

for July 18-22 in Columbus, Ohio and 

planning is well underway.  If you’ve been 

to a General Assembly before, you’ll find a 

bounty of new worship experiences and 

learning tracks.  If you’ve never been, there 

is a website with a wealth of information, 

including a page just for you.  Go to 

www.ga.disciples.org to see the schedule, 

workshop offerings, and to register online. 

See you in Columbus!    
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COUNCIL  

AT  
WORK “We, the Council of First Christian Church, covenant to serve  

the congregation’s vision as well as the members of the congregation.”   

The First Christian Council values open, accessible 

communication and recognizes its importance in  

strengthening our partnerships for congregational  

mission. Look for monthly Council meeting notes  

and financial reports now posted on the bulletin  

board outside the church office.  The reports  

provide timely information to anyone who  

wants to get better acquainted with the  

workings of the Council and church.  

Councilmembers MD Cieszynski, Robin  

Crabb, Connie Robey, Janet Worden and  

Pastor Nancy are available to answer questions  

or provide information about the Council’s work.  Council  

meetings are open to anyone to attend.  You can find meeting dates  

and times on the church’s Google calendar at fccpuyallup.com/calendar.  This month’s 

meeting is scheduled for February 25th at 10 am. 

Two positions on the Council are currently open to individuals called to serve as ministry 

area representatives.  The Mission ministry area rep to the Council could be filled by a 

member of Outreach, the Diaconate, or a volunteer from a specific Outreach ministry such 

as Homeless Ministries or Fair Parking.  The Council rep position for Stewardship might be 

a member of the Trustees or one of the administrative, financial, environmental, or 

property stewardship teams.  Speak to a member of the Council to find out more. 

FCC COUNCIL NEWS: Staying in the loop 
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“We, the Council of First 

Christian Church, covenant to 

serve the congregation’s vision 

as well as the members of the 

congregation.  

The Council intends to govern by 

- Discerning & articulating the 

congregation’s mission & vision 

of ministry, 

- Setting goals & making 

strategic choices, 

- Creating or overseeing the 

creation of written policies to 

guide the congregation’s 

ministry, and 

- Overseeing the evaluation of 

the work of ministry teams, staff 

& itself.” 

—FCC Puyallup Ministry Plan 



 

 

B L E S S  

The season of Epiphany invites us to see the world with the eyes of the heart.  We are to be on 

the lookout for glimpses of the Holy that break into our lives both in ordinary moments and in 

unexpected gifts of grace. 

The table on which the gifts of God are placed before us is at first glance an ordinary one, 

formed from wood, sturdy and useful.  But as we set our gaze upon it, we notice the depth of its 

meaning.  We see in its design the work of one intimately familiar with the worship life of a 

congregation.  In the wood and its construction we recognize the gifted handiwork of a skilled 

carpenter.  And as we remember the story of this particular table we can see the prayers of so 

many in this congregation, held in the broken shards of ceramics and bits of glass that form the 

mosaic tabletop. 

As we continue to reflect on this table through the eyes of the heart, we begin to recall other 

tables, in other congregations, in different places and times. The great cloud of witnesses that 

have shared sacred meals together takes its place around the table. It is a great mystery of our 

faith that as you and I gather around this particular table with its own history, we are united with 

all those followers of Christ that assembled in other places today and those faithful who have 

gathered in the centuries before us. 

The invitation to this table, to Christ’s table, is extended to all who seek to follow in the way of the 

Beloved One of God, Jesus. It is a table overflowing with mercy and grace. 

With recognition of God’s graciousness, we celebrate that:  All are welcome at Christ’s table. 

Everyone is welcome at Christ’s table. 

Communion Prayer 

Creating God, in you is life and hope.  Pour out your Spirit upon these ordinary gifts of bread and 

cup.  As your Spirit flows through us revealing the presence of Christ, may we taste the wonder  

of your boundless love.  Empower us by your Spirit and raise us up to new life.  

Send us out from this sacred meal as beloved children, singing  

your songs of peace and inviting all we meet to join  

us in your dance of grace.  

Amen. 

D R E AM  S H AR E  

...called by God to live as a blessing... 

WWW.FCCPUYALLUP.COM 
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Our congregation’s 

communion table was 

handcrafted in 2009 by 

Thom Crabb as part of our 

Lenten series, “Strong at the 

Broken Places.”  The top of 

the table was a 

congregational art and 

worship project.  The 

beginnings of the mosaic 

were as a prayer station 

during the Maundy Thursday 

worship of Holy Week and 

completed in time to be the 

communion table for Easter 

worship.  

Katie Sutliff and Pastor 
Nancy work on the mosaic 
top of the communion table.  

WORSHIP:  Creating liturgy together 
An invitation to communion for Epiphany highlighting the shared nature of FCC Puyallup’s communion table.  



 

 

GREEN 

CHALICE CONGREGATION 

Worship ______  11am Oct-May 

  _____________ 10am Jun-Sep 

Sun Studies __ 9:45am Oct-May 

  _______________  off Jun-Sep 

253.845.6232 

  

www.fccpuyallup.com 

Life of the Church 

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor Nancy Gowler Johnson 

623 - 9th Avenue SW 

P.O. Box 516 

Puyallup, WA  98371 

253.845.6232 

Return Service Requested 

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

25 .......................................... Elnore Hall 

25 ............................................ Kim Clark 

28 ......................................... Don Turner 

 

Anniversaries 
26 ........................ Lisa & Corky Peterson 

FEBRUARY 

Birthdays 
  1 ................................. Katheryn Kusick 

  3 ......................................... Vicki Smith 

  3 ........................................... Ron Cook 

  7 ......................................... Mary Raup 

12 ................................... Becky Schilling 

14 ..................................... Luetta Patton 

15 ..................................... Jesse Stumpf 

Sunday Learning Circle ............. 9:30 am 

Sunday Adult Study ................... 9:45 am 

Sunday Worship Service .............. 11 am 

Puyallup Comm. Band ........ Tues. - 7 pm 

Back Row Broads study .... Wed. - 10 am 

Freezing Nights overflow ... Thurs. - 7 pm 

Freezing Nights host ............... Fri. - 7 pm 
 

3 .................. Book Club gathering - 7 pm 

Bill & Connie Robey’s home 

4 ...... Faith Formation Team mtg. - 7  pm 

Mama Stortini’s, 3207 E Main, Puyallup 

F
E

B
R

U
A

R
Y

 

Visit our official online calendar at www.fccpuyallup.com/calendar  

for changes and updates or sign up for weekly e-mail memos in the church foyer. 

4 ............ Stewardship Team mtg. - 7 pm 

5 ............................ Elders mtg - 6:30 pm 

Connie Robey’s home 

8 ................... Diaconate mtg. - 12:30 pm 

8 ................ Sanctuary reserved - 1-4 pm 

14 ................................... Valentine’s Day 

14 ...... Sanctuary reserved - 10 am-noon 

16 ................................... Presidents Day 

17 .................................. Shrove Tuesday 

18 ........... Ash Wednesday (Lent begins) 

20-22 ...... Regional Youth Winter Retreat 

25 ..................... Council meeting - 10 am 


